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01 ue * ths World. Was 
favoured through e Nen, 7 15 
with a Volume of Decter OW ENS 
Sermons, which never bi e 
in Print; and it is «gt your.Inftanee - 
that the following eee D 
courſes of that ſame venerible Pirins The 
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mr and Works of that incompara- 
ble Author, with your generous Con- 
eern, and prevailing Deſire, of being 
| ſerviceable to the Cauſe of Curisr, a 
Cauſe much more dear to you than all 


the worldly Poſſeſſions with which the 


Providence of Goo has bleſſed you. 


W;TH' the greateſt Sincerity it may 
be ſaid, Your conſtant Affection to the 
Habitation of Gop's Houſe, your 
| ſteady Adherence to the peculiar Doc- 
trines of Chriſtianity, your kind Re- 


cards to the faithful Miniſters of the 
- Goſpel, your extenſive Benevolence to 


the Indigent and the Diſtreſſed, your 


Affability to all you converſe with, and 
in a word, your Readineſgto every good 
Work, are ſo ſpread abroad, that, as 
the Apoſtle ſays to the T beſſalonians, 


. Therets no "na fo Nr 2 thing. 


| Tar the Loxy would orolong 
_ valuable Luke daily refreſh your 
— L Soul 
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Proſpect of eternal Life through our 
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Soul with the Dew. of his Grace, and 
enable you, when the Hour of Death 
approaches, to rejoice in the full 
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HE preceding Dedication is ſufficient 
x to tr aint To Public, e 
1 Diſcourſes are the genuine 
Productions of that great Man of GOD, 
Doctor Jon OwWRN, who 1048 for ſome 
Time in the. lat Age Vice. Chancellor of 
Oxford. They enter the World through 
the ſame Channel as bis Thirteen — 


= a: * Occaſions publiſhed four Years 


viz. They were at firſt taken in 
bor hang from the Doctor s Mouth, and 
by the late Sir Joan HARrToPe, Baronet, 
Mrs Cook's prous 8 „ were 
8 into Long- hand. 


Mr mT Henzy has this Nate 
nb; Annotations om 2 Kings ii. There 
n Remains of { great and good Men, 


uh, like Er 1Jan's Mantle, ought 70 
| 5 be 
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blem, they 


 luable Writmgs 'of cats. 
fore them; and even the muſt Ia . 
ale and pious Men bal nur ge 1 
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4 22 e ale Reward «if 
ftay behind in the Bene 
< fit of them.” Not that our Faith is to 
and tn the Wiſdom of Men; the Bis 1s 
alone'ss the Standard of Truth ; and there 
we are bid to go b the Footſteps of 
the Flock; and to keep the Paths of 
the Ri ghteous. There is a firange Itch 
in the Minds of Men after Novelttesy and 
it is too common a Gafe, that they allo ate 


For. ftriting out ſomething new in Divi- e os | 


nity are ready to e, ontente nth wa. F 
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unrighteous Genſures. This ii * 
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Morte many acknowledge they have abun 
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Auch a peculiar Luſtre in thi Yudgment off 


| - Judrcions Cbriſtians; and am perſuaded 


| They ho peruſe themoy 


mo the Spirit of 
far from aſſerting, that in. his manner of 
maintaining the Doftrine of Faith, his 
« right Arm appeared to be weakened,” 
2 from ſaying, that his right Eye was 
' darkened, and unable to diſcern the Object 
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of it.” % My. 


A to tbe fallowjng Discouxsxs, which 
the Doctor calls denn evra Ing 
they are now printed in hopes they will be 
227 "uſeful, through the divine Bleſſing, 
20. aft the Meditations of Cbriſtians of all 
Denominations in their Approaches to the 


Tiuards Table, ſeeing they are ſo well adapt- 


dd to anſwer: that ſacred Purpoſe. 
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DISCOURSE 1 


For he hath: made bim to be Sin or ug, who 


Sox; and three Things concerning Ourſelves, 
all in theſe Words that I have mentioned, 


- * 
W999 WE SIO C 
N 12 = 5 
* 4 * 3 p 


* 


onde fic oth; 1660. 


at NEE 
4 2 Cox. v. 21. i _ 


— 0 


x4 
- 7 — 1 
> 1 
— 


knew u Fin ; that ve might be made the 
ee Gop in Bun. 2 27 


- & 
: 


I SHALL not enter into the 0 periinghaE | 
this Scripture, but only 2 — ſome , nl 
fe things that may be a ſuitable yo for 4 Ol 
your preſent Meditation. 1 
THERE are three Things « concerning EN 1 
the Father; three Thipgs concerning le 188 


and all ſuitable for us to. be e Faith 5 
Upon. Nos 2 Ne 
RS | 
1 would Nen if hs 158d help 2 
me, the Sovereignty of Gop the Father, Hes 
Juice, and his Grace, | His Serre, . 
Ile made bim; Gov the Father made 'rery i: 
"His Fuſtice, — He made him io be Sins Sa» 
Fylice and an WG for Sin. And is 
. vY EY. 
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Grate 5 alas wwe might bz made the Rightecnſ- 
neſs of Gop in CHRIST. 

(I.) Tur Sovereignty of Gop.: I could 
mention, That this Sovereignty of Gop ex- 
tends itſelf to all Perſons choſen, and ſhew for 
whom CHRIST ſhould be made Sin; for he 
was not made Sin for all, but for them who 
became the Righteouſneſs of Gop in him. 
—Alfo the Sovereignty of Gop over Things, 
diſpenſing with the Law fo far, that He ſuf- 
. fered for. Sin, who. knew no Sin; and we, 
who had ſinned, were let go free. The So- 
vereignty of Gon ; in appointing the Sox to 
this Work; He made Him; for none elſe 
could. He was the Servant of the FarRRR: 
So that the whole Foundation of this great 
Tranſaction lies in the Sovereignty of Gop 
over Perſons and Things, in reference unto 
CHRIST. Let us then remember to bow 

down to the Sovereignty of God in this 

. Ordinance of the Lok p's Supper. 

( 2.) TERRE is the Juſtice of Gop. He 
made him 10 be Sin, imputed Sin unto him, 
reckoned unto him all the Sins of the Elect, 

*. cauſed all our Sins to meet upon him, made 

him a Sin- offering, à Sacrifice for Sin, laid 
all the Puniſnment of bur Sins upon him. 
J this end he ſent him forth to be a Propi- 
tiation for Sin, to declare his Righteouſneſs. 
The Loxp help us to remember, that his 


Righteouſneſs is in aſpecial manner exalted "the 
| t 


—_— __ 


1 
che Death of Caur1sT. | He would not ſave 
us any other Way but by making him Sin. 

J Tazxe is the Grace of Go mani - 
feſts itſelf in the Aim and Deſign of Gop in 
all this Matter. What did Gop aim at? 
It was that we might become the Righteouſ- 
neſs of Gop in him; that we might be Ne a 
right6ous; and r Sin. | Io 

Il, Trzze are three T "our that lie elk 
in the Words, that we may call to remem- 
brance, concerning the Sox. There is his 
Innecency, his Purity, He "knew 10. Sin. — 
There is his Sufferings, He was made io be 
Sin = And there is his Merit. It was that 
we might become the Righteouſneſs of Go 
in him.— Here is meckern felt for F zich 
to meditate upon. 

(I.) TERRE are many Things i in Seth 
ture that direct: us to Thoughts of the 


ſpotleſs Purity, Righteouſneſs and Holineſs 


of CuRISr, when we think of his Sufferings. 
A Lamb of Gop, without St. He did no 
Sin, nor had any Guile in his Mouth He 
was hely, barmleſi, undefiled,. ſeparate fm 
Sinners. Faith ſhould call this t mind in- 
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Sin. That Expreſſion ſets Sin ache 1 
eſt diſtance from Jesus CyRIST. RE 
(2.) The Sufferings of CarisT'y 3 
made Sin, a comprehenſive Word, tha 
out his Whole Sufferings. Look; whatever 


B 2 . the 


che Sufferings of Cur1sT, that hö Re 419" ; | 


ag N )} 

the Juſtice of Gov, the Law of Gor, what- 
ever the Threatnings of Gon did require to 
be inflicted as a Puniſnment for Sin, 
CuR1sT underwent it all. They are dread- 
ful Apprehenſions that we ourſelves have, 
or can take in concerning the Iſſue and Ef- 
fect of Sin, from the Wrath of Gop, when 
under Convictions, and not relieved by the 
Promiſes of the Goſpel. But we ſee not 
the thouſandth part of the Evil of Sin, that 
follows inſeparably from the.Righteouſneſs 
and Holineſs of Goo. The Effects of 
God's Juſtice for Sin will no more enter into 
our Hearts fully to apprehend, than the Ef- 
fects of his Grace and Glory will; yet what- 
ever it was, CHR ISH underwent it all. 

(3.) I men there is the Merit of CrrisT, 
which is another Object of Faith that we 
ſhould call over in the Celebration of this 
Ordinance. Why was he made Sin? J. 
was that we might become the Righteouſneſs of 
Gop in bim. It is anſwerable to that other 
Expreſſion in Gal. iii. 13, 14. He hath born 
the Curſe, was made a Curſe for us. To 
what End? That the Bleſſing of Faithful 
Abraham might come upon us; or, that we 
might be completely made righteous. i The 
Deſign of our aſſembling together, is to re- 
member, how we come to be made righte- 
dus; it is, by CarisT's being made Sin. 


III. We 
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III. We may ſee three T hings concern- 
ing Ourſelves. © 

(1.) Our own Sin and Guilt : He was 
made Sin for us. If CRN was made Sin 
for us, then we were Sinners - 

(2.) We may remember our Deliver- 


ance; howwe were delivered from Sin, and 


all the Evils of it. It was not by a Word 
of Command, or Power, or, by. the Inter- 
poſition of Saints or Angels, or by our own 
Endeavours ; but by the Sufferings of the 
* of Gob. And, 

(3.) Gop would have. us remember and: 
' off to mind tbe State whereinto we are 
brought, which is a State of Righteouſ- 


neſs ; that we may bleſs him for that which 
in this World will iſſue in our Righteouſ- 


neſs, and in the Wotld to come, eternal 
Glory. 


THESE Things w we may call over for our | 
Faith to meditate upon. Our Minds are apt 


to be diſtracted; the Ordinance is to fix 
them: And if we act Faith in an efpecial 


manner in this Ordinance, Go will be 
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DISCOURSE II. 
| November 26th, 1669. 


4'Cons 16. 


Ti be Cup of Bleſſ ing which we bleſs, is it not 
the Communion of the Blood of CurasT ? 
The Bread which we bteak, is it not the 
*"Communton of the Body of CrrISTt ? 


HER E is in the Ordinance of the 
Lon p's Supper an eſpecial and pecu- 
liar Communion with CHRIST in his Body 
and Blood to be obtained, One Reaſon 
why we ſo little value the Ordinance, and 
-- profit ſo little by it, may be, becauſe we un- 
derſtand ſo little of the Nature of that ſpecial 
Communion with CHRIST, which we have 
therein 
Wr have this ſpecial Communion _ 
the Account of the ſpecial Object that 
Faith is exerciſed upon in this Ordinance, 
and the ſpecial Acts that it puts forth in re- 
ference to that, or thoſe Objects. For the 
Acts follow the pr. Nature of their Ob- 
jects, Now, | 
| 1. Tur 


280 


1. Tas ſpecial Object of Faith, as acted 
in this Ordinance, is = the Obel. of Faith, . 
as Faith , that is, the moſt general Object 
of it, which is the Divine Veracily. He 
that hath received bis T eftimony, hath ſet io his. 
Seal, that God is true, John iii. 33. The 
8 Veracity, or the Truth of Goo, that 
is the formal Object of Faith, as Faith; 
and makes our Faith to be divine Faith. 
But now this is not the ſpecial Object of 
Faith in this Ordinance, but N 
that doth ſuppoſe that. 

2. Tas ſpecial Object of Faith, as juſ-. 
i hing, is not the ſpecial Object as Faith. 


in this Ordinance, The ſpecial Object of 


Faith, as juſtifying,. is 4be Pran and 
Cup in the Promiſe, in general, as the 


Saviour of Sinners: So when the Apoſtle 


called Men to repent aud believe, he tells 


them, The Promiſe. is to you,, Acts ii. 38. 
And, I ſuppoſe, I need not inſiſt upon the 
Proof of this, that the Promiſe, and CRI 


in the Promiſe, as Saviour and Redeemer, 
is the Object of Faith, as it is juſtifying. 
But this alſo is ſuppoſed in the Actings of 


Faith in this Ordinance; which is peculiar, . 
and gives us peguliag Communion} with 


CnnIsT. Therefore,!. 


3. The ſpecial and Peculiar, Ohh of Flithy 
the immediate Object. of! i in 8 Ordi- 
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(8) 
(r.) Tur human Nature of CHRIST, as 
the Subject wherein Meditation and Redemp- 
tion was wrought. ChRISr is conſidered to 
come as a Sacrifice; that is laid down'as the 
Foundation of it, Pſal. xl. 6. Heb. x. 5. 


» }? 


A Body haſt thou prepared me; which is 


ſynecdochically taken for /e whole human 
Nature. Faith, when it would lead itſelf 


unto the Sacrifice of CHRIS TH, which is here 
repreſented, doth in an efpecial manner con- 
_ ſider the human Nature of CHRIST; that 


Gop prepared him a Body for that End. 
This, we are to have peculiar regard unto, 
whenever we come to the Adminiſtration, 
or Participation of this Ordinance ; for that 
End we now celebrate it. Nay, 

(2.) FartH goes further, and doth not 
conſider meerly the human Nature of 
CnrisT, but conſiders it as diſtinguiſbed into 
us integral Parts, into Body and Blocd; both 
which have a Price, Value, and Virtue given 
unto them by their Union with his human 
Soul; for both the Body of CarisT and 
the Blood of ChRIsT, upon which the 
Work of our Redemption is put in Scrip- 
ture, have their Value and Worth from 
their Relation umo his Soul; as Soul and 
Body, making the human Nature, had its 


Value and Worth from its Relation unto the 


Sox of God: Otherwiſe, he faith of his 
Body, Handle it, it is but Fleſh and Bones. 

But where the Body of Car 1sTis mentioned, 
I and 


(9) 
and the Blood of CHRIS is mentioned, 
there is a diſtribution of the human Nature 
into its integral Parts, each Part retaining 
its relation to his Soul, and from thence is 
its Value and Excellency. That is the ſe- 
cond Peculiar in the Object of F aith 1 in 1 
Orditance: | 
(3.) Tux is more than this: They are 
not only conſidered as diſtinguiſhed, but as. 
/eparate alſo ; the Blood ſeparate from the 
Body, the Body left without the Blood. 
This Truth our Apoſtle, in this Chapter 
and the next, doth ' moſt ſignally inſiſt 
upon; vix. the diſlinct Parts of this Ordir 
nance, one to repreſent the Body, and the 
other to repreſent the Blood; 1. F aith 
may conſider them as ſeparate, | 
The Pafifts, we know, do acrilegiouſly 
take away the Cup from the People : They 
will give them the Bread, but they will not 
give them the Cup: And as it always falls 
out, that one Error muſt be covered with 
another, or elſe it will keep no Man dry 
under it; they have invented the Doctrine 
of Concomitance 3 that there is a Concomi- 
rance, that is, whole Curisr is, in every 
kind, in the Bread, and in the Wine; the 
one doth accompany the other 4 Which is 
directly to overthrow the Ordinanee upon 
another account, as it is to repreſent uss 
Body and Blood as ſeparated one from the 
other: Our Lok p Jzsvs bleſſed the Bread 
B 5 and 


A 


1 1 
and the Cup, and ſaid, This is my Body; 
which cannot be ſpoken di Rinke, wies 

ſuppoſed to be ſeparaie. 

HxRxE then is a three-fold nen of 
the Act of Faith, even in this Ordinance, 
in a peculiar manner reſtraining it toa ſpecial 
Communion with Gop in CHRISYHNů; that it 
hath a ſpecial regard to the human Nature of 
CHRIST: To his human Nature, as con- 
ſiſting of Body and Blood; and as it re- 
ſpects them as ſeparated Body and Blood. 
Tea, (4.) Ir reſpects them as ſeparate in 
that manner. You all along know that I do 
not intend theſe Objects of Faith as the 
imate Object; for it is the Perſon of 
CRISYH that Faith reſts in; but thoſe im- 
mediate Objects that F aith is exerciſed 
about, to bring it to reſt in Gop : It is ex- 
erciſed about the Manner of this Separation; 
that is, the Blood of CHRIS comes to be 
diſtinct, by being ſhed; and the Body 
of CHRIS comes to be ſeparate, by being 
bruiſed and broken, All the inſtituted 
Sacrifices of old did ſignify this, a violent 
Separation of Body and Blood ; the Blood 

was let out with the Hand of Violence, 
and fo ſeparated, and then ſprinkled upon 
the Altar, and then towards the Holy Place; 
and then the Body was burned diſtin&t by 
itſelf : So the Apoſtle tells us, I is the Cup 
wwhich we bleſs, and the Bread which we 
break ; The Cup is poured out, as well E 

the 


En) 
the Bread broken, to remind Faith of the 
violent Separation of the Body and Blood 
of CHRIST. From this laſt Conſideration 


of Faith acting itſelf upon the Separation of 


the Body and Blood of CHRIS, by way of 
Yioltnee, it is led to a peculiay aGing.of of 


aw 


was repreſented thus ſeparate ; and by in- 
quiring into the Cauſes of it, it finds a mov- 
ing Cauſe, A procuring Cauſe, An effi- 
cient, Cauſe, and a final Cauſe; which it 
ought to exerciſe itſelf peculiarly upon al- 
ways in this Ordinance, 

1. A moving Cauſe; and that is, the eternal, 
Love of Gop in giving CarisT in this man- 
ner,” to have his Body bruiſed, and his 
Blood. ſhed. The A volt, going to ex- 
preſs the Love of Gop ** us; tells you, 
it was in this, That be ſpared not bis own: 
Son, Rom. viii. 32. One would have 
thought, that the Love of Gop might have 
wrought in ſending bis Son into the World; 
but it alſo wrought in nat ſparing of him. 
Thus Faith is called in this Ordinance, to 


was, that this Body and this Blood of ALS 


exerciſe itſelf upon that Love which gives 5 


out CHRIS not to be ſpared. 0 
2aly, IT reflects upon the procuring 
Cauſe; whence it is, or what it is, that hath 


procured it, that there ſhould be this Reprer it 
ſentation of the ſeparated Body and Bloedi - Wi 
of Cuxis r; and this | is cven our ozemShnees oh 
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6 
He was delivered for our Iniguitiet, given for 
eur Tranſgreſſions, died to make Recon- 
ciliation and Atonement for our Sins: They 
were the procuri ng Cauſe of it, upon ſuch 
_ Conſiderations ' of Union and Covenant, 
which I ſhall not now inſiſt upon. It leads 
Faith, I fay, upon a ſpecial reſpect to Sin, 
as the procuring Cauſe of the Death of 
CurisT. A natural Conſcience on the 
Breach of the Law leads the Soul to the 
Confideration of Sin, as that which expoſes 
itfelf alone to the Wrath of Gop and eter- 
nal Damnation ; but in this Ordinance we 
conſider Sin as that which expoſed CurisT 
to Death; which is a peculiar Conſidera- 
tion of the Nature of Sin. 
3Zahy, TuzREis the efficient Cauſe. Whence 
it was that the Body and Blood of CHRIS 
was thus ſeparated; and that is three-fold, 
principal, inſtrumental, and adjuvant. 
© WrarT is the principal efficient Cauſe of 
the ſuffering of CRRIS TF Why, the 
Juſtice and Righteouſneſs of GOD. Gop 
fel bim forth, Rom. iii. 25, to be a Propitia- 
tion to declare his own Righteouſneſs. W hence 
it is ſaid, He ſpared him not; he cauſed all 
our Sins to meet upon him, The: a 
ment of our Peace was upon him, 
Ac Alx; There is the inſtrumental Cauſe 3 
and that is the Law of GOD. Whence did 
that Separation, which is here repreſented 
unto us, enſue and flow? It came from the 
ä Sentence 


(13). 
Sentence of the Law, whereby be was Wen 
upon the Tre. 

Mor BOvIR the adiuvant Cauſe, was thoſe 
outward Inſtruments, the Wrath and Malice 
of Men: For of a Truth againſt thy holy Child 
Jzsvs, whom thou baſt anointed, both Herod 
and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and 
the People of Ifraet, were gathered together * 
Acts iv. 27. 

Faith conſiders the Cauſe whence it was 
that CHR Is was thus given up, the eternal 
Love of Gop; the procuring Cauſe. was 
our own Sins; and if once Faith doth take 
a view of Sin, as that which hath nailed 
Cn Is' to the Croſs, it will have a bleſſed 
Effect upon the Soul; and it confiders the _ 
efficient Cauſe, which is the Juſtice and 
Righteouſneſs of God. The Law of Gop 
was the Inſtrument in the hand of Righte+ 
ouſneſs, which was holpen on by thoſe out · 
ward Inſtruments, who had a hand in his 
Suffering; but none in his Sacrifice, 

4thly, Farrn conſiders in this Matter the 
End of this Separation of the Body and Blood 
of Chair, which is thus repreſented ; and 
that is ultimately and abſolutely % Glory of 
Gop. He ſer him forth for the Declaration 
of his Righteouſneſs, Rom. iii. 25: Eph. i. 6. 
Gop aimed at the glorifying of himſelf. I 
could eaſily manifeſt unto you, how all the ©. 
glorious Properties of his Nature are ad- 
vanced, exalted, and will be fo to Eter- 
nity, 


( 14 ) 

' hity, in this Suffering of CHRIST. The 
ſubordinate Ends are two; I mean, the ſub- 
ordinate Ends of this very peculiar Act of 
this Separation of the Body and Blood; (1.) 
It was to confirm the Covenant. Every Cove- 
nant of old was to be ratified and con- 
firmed by Sacrifice; and in confirming the 
Covenant by Sacrifice, they divided the 
Sacrifice into two Parts, and paſſed between 

them before they were offered; and then 
took it upon themſelves, that they would 
ſtand to the Covenant, which was ſo con- 
firmed. IJxsus CHals r, being to confirm 
the Covenant, (Heb. ix. 16.) the Body and 
Blood of CHRIST, this Sacrifice, was to be 
parted, that this Covenant might be con- 
firmed. And, | 
(2.) A SPECIAL End of it was for the con- 
firming and ſtrengibhening of our Faith. Gop 
gives out unto us the Object of our Faith in 
Parcels : We are not able to take this great 
myſterious Fruit of Gop's Love in Groſs, in 
the Lump; and therefore he gives it out, 
I ſay, in Parcels. We ſhall have the Body 
broken to be conſidered 3 and the Blood 
ſhed is likewiſe to be conſidered. This is 
the peculiar Communion which we have 
with CHRIST in this. Ordinance ; becauſe 
there are peculiar Objects for Faith to act 
itſelf upon in this Ordinance above others. 
Tux very Nature of the Ordinance itſelf 

Ses us a peculiar Communion z and there 

are 


| ( # ) | 
are four Things that attend the Nature of 
this Ordinance that are 


cal; and Federal. - 


(1.) The Ordinance is Commemorative :: 
Do tbis in Remembrance of me. And there. 
is no greater Joy to the Heart of Sinners, 
and a Man knows not how to give greater 


Glory to God, than to call the Atonement 


of Sin unto Remembrance. It is obſerved 


in the Offering for Jealouſy, Numb. v. 15. 


If a Man was jealous, and cauſed an Of- 


fering to be brought to Gop, Gon allowed 
neither Oil, nor Frantincenſe; and the Rea- 


ſon is, Becauſe it was to bring Sin to Remem- 


brance. But how ſweet is that Offering that 


brings to our Remembrance the Atonement 
made for all our Sins? That is pleaſing and 
acceptable unto Gop, and ſweet unto the 


Souls of Sinners. 


(2.) Ir has a peculiar) Profeſſion attending 


it; ſaith the Apoſtle, Doing this, ye - /herw: 
forth the Lorn's Death till be come; you 
make a Profeſſion and Manifeſtation of it: 


And give me leave to ſay it, they that look 


towards CHRIS, and do not put themſelves. 


into a way of partaking of this Ordinance, 
they refuſe the principal Part of that Pro- 
feſſion which Gop calls them unto in this 


World. The Truth is, we have been apt 
to content ourſelves with a Profeſſion of 


Moral Obedience; but it is a * 


peculiar. It is 
Commemorative, Profeſſional, Euchariſti - 
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( 
_ of Cunts r's Inſtitution by which alone we 
glorify him in this World. I will have my 
Death (ſewn forth, ſaith CHRIST, and not 
only remembered. The uſe of this Ordi- 
nance is to ſhew forth the Death of CHRIST. 
As Christ requires of us to ſhew forth his 
Death, ſo ſurely he: harh deſerved it by his 
Dearh. 
(3.) Ir is netuliarly Euchariftical: There 

is a peculiar Thanksgiving that ought to 
attend this Ordinance. It is called the Cup 
of Bleſſing, or the Cup of Thanksgiving : The 
word *Euxcyle,.is uſed: promiſcuouſly for 
Bleſſing and Thanksziving, It is called the 
Cup of Bleſſing, becauſe of the Inſtitution, 
and Prayer for the Bleſſing of Gon upon it; 
and it is called the Cup of Thankſgiving, 
| becauſe we do in a peculiar manner give 
thanks to Gop for CHR 1s, and for his Love 
in him. G 
(. 4.) Iris aFederal Gene end Gop 
confirms the Covenant unto us, and wherein 
he calls us to make a Recognition of the 
Covenant unto GOD. The Covenant is 
once made ; but we know that we ſtand in 
need that it ſhould be often tranſacted in our 
Souls, that Gop ſhould often teſtify his Co- 
- venant unto us, and that we-ſhould often 
actually renew our Covenant- Engagements 
unto him. Goy never fails, nor breaks his 
Promiſes; ſo that he hath no need to renew 
them, dut teſtify —_ anew : We break 


{3 | and 


E 
and fail in ours, ſo that we have need ac - 
tually to renew them. And that is it which 
we are called unto in this Ordinance, which 
is the Ordinance of the great Seal of the Co- 
venant in the Blood of CHRIST. 

Uron all theſe Accounts have we ſpe- 
cial Communion with CHRIS in this Ordi- 
nance. There is none of them but I might 
eaſily enlarge upon; but I name theſe Heads, 
and my Deſign is to help my own Faith and 
yours from roving, in the Adminiſtration of 
this Ordinance, or from a general acting of 
itſelf, to fix it to that which is its particular . 
Duty; that we may find no Wearineſs nor 
Heavineſs in the Adminiſtration : Here 
in theſe Things is there enough to entertain/ 
us for eyer, and to make them new and: 
freſh to us. But while we come with un- 
certain Thoughts, and know not what to 
direct our Faith to act particularly upon. 
we loſe the Benefit of the Ordinance. 

For the Uss, it is, | 

(r.) To bleſs Gon for his Inſtitution oh: 
his Church, which is tbe Scat of the Admi-: 

_ niſtration of this Ordinance, wherein we! 
have ſuch peculiar and intimate Communion. 
with CuRIS T. There is not one Inſtance of. 
thoſe which I have famed, but if Go 
would help us to act Faith upon Cn 157 in 
a peculiar manner through it, would give 
new Strength and Life to our Souls. No- ]? 
in the” Chureh we have all this Treaſure. 

Wei: 


„ 
We loſe it, I confeſs, by our Unbelief and 
Diſeſteem of -it, but it il be found to be 
an ineſtimable Treaſure to thoſe that uſe it, 
and improve it in a due manner. 

_  (2.) Dorn Go” give us this Favour 
and Privilege, that we ſhould be invited to 
this ſpecial Communion with CHRIST in this 
Ordinance ? Let us prepare our Hearts for it 
in the Authority of its Inſtitution. Let us lay 
our Souls and Conſciences in Subjection to 
the Authority of CHRIST, who hath com- 

manded theſe Things, and who did it in a 
ſignal manner the ſame Night wherein he 
was betrayed. So that there is a ſpecial 
Command of CHRIST lies upon us; and if 
we-will yield Obedience to any of the Com- 
mands of CRIST, then let us yield Obedi- 
ence to this. Prepare your Souls for ſpe- 
cial Communion with him then, by ſubju- 

.gating them throughly to the Abarten of 
CRY in this Ordinance. 

(3.) Ir will be good for us all to be in 

a gradual exerciſing of our Faith unto theſe 
ſpecial Things, wherein we have Commu- 
nion with CHa Is r. You have heard ſundry 
Particulars: Here is an Object of your 

Faith that is given to be repreſented unto. 
you in this Ordinance, that Gop hath pre- 
pared CR IST a Body, that he might be a 
Sacrifice for you, and that this Body was 
afterwards diſtinguiſhed into his Body ſtrict- 
Y ſo taken, and his Blood ſeparated from 


it; 
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it; and this in a Deſign of Love from Gop,, 
as procuring the Pardon of our Sins, as 
tending to the Glory of Gop, and the Eſta- 
bliſhing of the Covenant.— Train up à young 
Faith in the way it ſhould go, and it will not 
depart from it when old. And new things 
will be found herein every Day to ftrengthen 
your Faith, and you will find much ſweet- 
neſs in the Ordinance itſelf. - 
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- December roth, 1669. 
1 Co l. 10. 16. 
9 he Cup of Bleſſing which wwe Bleſs, i ts il not the 
Communion of the Blood of Chriſt ? The 


Bread which we break, is it not the Com- 
munion of the Body of Chriſt ? 


HAVE been treating ſomewhat about 
I the ſpecial Communion which Believers have 
with "ng in theOrdinance of the Lok 0's 
Supper. There remains yet ſomething far- 

ther to be ſpoken unto for our Direction in 
this great Work and Duty; and this is 
taken from the immediate End of this Ordi- 
nance. I ſpake, as I remember, the laſt 
Day to the ſpecialty of our Communion, 
from the Conſideration of the immediate. 
Ends of the Death of CHRIST: Now I 
ſhall ſpeak to it in reference unto the imme- 
diate Ends of this Ordinance , and they are 
two, one whereof reſpects our Faith and our 
Love, and the other reſpects our Profeſſion ; 
which two make up the Whole of what is 


required 


a) 
required of us. For as the Apoltle ſpeaks, 
Rom. x. 10. With tbe Heart Man believeth 
unio Righteouſneſs, and with the Mouth Con- 
feion is made unto Salvatiun. Both theſe 
Ends, that which reſpects our Faith and 
Love, and that which reſpects our Profeſ- 
fron, are mentioned by our Apoſtle in the 
next Chapter; ; ver. 24. there is mention of 
that End of this Ordinance which reſpects 
our Faith, now that is Rergꝑnilion. Recog- 
nition is a calling over, or 4 Commemoration 
of the Death of Carrsr ;' Do this, ſays he, 
in Remembrance of me. That which reſpects 
our Profeſſion, is a Repreſentation and Decla- 
ration of the Log 's Death, ver. 26. When 
you eatthis Bread, and drink this Cup, ye ſhew 
forth, ye declare, ye manifeſt the Lok p', 
| Death till he come. Theſe are the two imme- 
diate great Ends of this Ordinance, a Re- 
cognition of the Death of CarIsT, which 
reſpects our Faith and Love; and a Repre- 
ſentation of it, which Tefj &ts our Profeſ- 
ſion; both are required of us. 

Tura is that which reſpects our Faith, 
The great Work of Faith is to make things 
that are abſent, prefent to a Soul, in regard 
to their Sqrernehs Power, and Efficacy; 

| whence it is faid to be the Evidence of Things 
not ſeen; and it looks backward into the 
Can ſes of Things; ant it looks forward 
unto the Effets of Things; to what hath 
wrought out Grace, and to what Grace is 
wrought 
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wrought out; and makes them! in their Ef. 
Hcacy, Comfort and Power, to meet and 
center in the believing Soul. 85 

Now there are — Things in beiten 
unto the Death of Cx 1sT that Faith in this 
Ordinance doth. recognize, call over, and 
commemorate.. The firſt, is, the Faith, of 
CnrisT in and for his Work. The ſecond 
is, the Obedience of Cu 1ST, And the third 
is the Work itſelf. 

Il, Fal calls over the Faith of r 
Cnkisr had a double Faith in reference to 
his Death; one with reſpect unt Himſelf, 
and his own Intereſt in Go; ,and-the other 

in reſpect to the Cauſe whoſe Management ; 
he had undertaken, and the Succeſs of it. 
- He had Faith for both theſe. 

(I.) Tux Lord: CHRIST had Faith in in 
reference to his own Perſor, and to his own 
Inteteſt in Cop. The Apoſtle, declaring, . 
— . Heb. li. 14. That becauſe the Children were 
2 Partakers if Flefſb and Blood, CuRIST alſo 
did partake of the ſame ;, that ſo he might 
"die to deliver us from Death, brings that 
Fext of Scripture, ver. 13. in Confirma- 
| be of it, Which is taken out, of  P/a/m 
i. 2... 4nd again, ſaith he, I will put my 


| | 3 1 7 Tuſt in him. How doth this e what 


the Apoſtle produces it for? Why from 
hence, That in that great and diggen Work 
that CurisT did undertake, to deliver and 
N Wem the Children, he was all along on 

x 3 
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ried through it by Faith and Truſt in Go. 
He truſted i in Gov, ſaith he, and that made 
him undertake it: And he gives a great In- 
ſtance of his Faith, when he was departing 
out of the World. There are three” Things 
that ſtick very cloſe to a departing Soul; 
— The giving up of itſelf; The State 
wherein it ſhall be when it is given up 
And the final Iſſue of that Eſtate. Our 
Lok p JESUS Chalsr expreſſed his Faith as 
to all three of them. As to bis Departure, 
Luke xxiii. 46. He cried with a loud Voice, 
Father, into thy Hands T commend my Spirit; 
and having ſaid thus, be gave up the Ghoſt. - 
What was his Faith as to what would become 
of him afterwards? That alſo he <xpreſiesy PF, 
xvi. io. For thou wilt not leave my Soul in Hell, 
neither wilt not ſuffer thine-boly One to ſee Cor- 
ruptien. My Soul ſhall not be left under the 
the State of the Dead, whereunto it is go- 
ing; nor my Body ſee Corruption. What 
was his Faith as to the future Ius of Things? 
That he expreſſes, ver. 1 1. Tou wilt ſhew 
me the Path of cru (which is his Faith 
for his hog 5 gain) in thy-Preſence is ful. 
neſs of Joy, and t thy right band are Plaas 
ſures for evesmore ; where he was to be ets 
alted : And theſe Words, "Father, into "RT 
hand I commend my Spirit, were the firk 
breaking forth of the Faith of CHI It. 
wards a Conqueſt. He looked through al, Mi 
the Clouds of Darkneſs round about bim 


ey 


7 


_ towards the riſing 
to the Harbour, when he cried thoſe Words 


Sun; through all Storms, 


with a loud Voice, and gave up the Ghoſt. 


And by the way, it is the higheſt Act of 


Faith upon a ſtable Bottom and Founda- 
tion, ſuch as will not fail, to give up a 
departing Soul into the bands of Gop, which 
Jzsvs CyR1sT here did for our Example. 
Some die upon Preſumptions, ſome. in the 
dark ; but Faith can go no higher than, 
upon a ſure and ſtable Ground, to give up a 
departing Soul into the hands of Gor; 


and that for theſe Reaſons, to ſhew the 


Faith of Cur 1sT in this Matter. 
1. Becavsx the Soul is then entering into 
a new State, whereof there are theſe: two 


Properties that will try it to the utmoſt ; 


that it is invi/ible, and that it is · unchange- 
able.—] ſay, there are two Properties that 


make this a great Act of Faith; (1.) The 


State is inviſible. The Soul is going into a 
Condition of Things that ie hath not ſeen, 
nor Ear beard; that nothing can take any 
Proſpect into but Faith alone. However 


Men may talk of the inviſible State of 


Things, which our Souls are departing into, 


it is all but tall, and conjecture, beſides 


what we have by Faith. So that to give up 
a Soul chearfully and comfortably into that 
State, is a pure Act of Faith, 

2. It is unchangzable, It is a State wherein 


| there 1s no Ren And though all 


Altera- 


"(Fr ) 


Alterations ſhould prove for the worſe, yet . 
it is in the Nature of Man to hope good 


from them. But here is no more Altera- 
tion left: The Soul enters into an un- 
changeable State. And, 

2. Tar ſecond Reaſoh i is, becauſe the rotal 
Sum of a Man's Life is now gaſt up, and he 
ſees what. it will come to. While Men are 
trading in the World, though they meet 


with ſome Straits and Difficulties, yet they 


have that going on which will bring in 
ſomething this Way, or that Way. But, 
when it comes to this, that they can go 
no farther, then they ſee how Things ſtand 
with a departing Soul; the whole Sum is 
caſt up, 
made, no more Advantage to be gained, 
he muſt ſtand as he is. 
takes a view of what he is to come to, he 


needs Faith to obtain a comfortable * 
out of it. And, 


3. Evxx Death itſelf brings a Terror with | 


it, that nothing can conquer but Faith ; I 
mean, conquer duly. He is not crowned 


that doth not overcome by Faith. It is 
only to be done through the. Death: of 


Cusisr. He delivered them that by reaſon 


of Death were in Bondage all their Days. 


There is no Deliverance that is true and 


real from a Bondage: frame of © Spirit * . 


a but by Faith in . 187. 


* 


there is no more Venture to be 


And when a Man 
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I Tovcn on this by the Way, to manifeſt 


the glorious Succeſs the Faith of CHRIS 
had, who, in his dying moment, cried 


© -. out, Father, into thy hands I commend my 


Spirit: And this is that we are to call over 
in the remembering of his Death. It is a 
very great Argument the Apoſtle uſes to 
confirm our Faith, when ſpeaking of the 
Patriarchs of old, he ſays, ALL zheſe died 
in Faith. - But that all is nothing to this 
Argument, that Jzsuvs CHRIST, our Head 
and Repreſentative, who went before us, 
He died in Faith, And this is the principal 
Inlet into Life, Immortality and Glory, 
the Conſideration of the Death of CHRIST, 
dying in that Faith, that he gave up his 
Soul into the hands of Gop, and was per- 
ſuaded Gov would not leave his Soul in Hell, 
nor ſuffer his holy One io ſee Corruption ; but 
that he would ſhew him the Path of Life, 
and bring him to his right band, where 
there-are Pleaſures for evermore. 

[2.] CHRIST bad @ Faith for the Cauſe 
wherein he was engaged. He was engaged 
in a glorious Cauſe, a great Undertaking, 
to deliver all the Elect of Gop from Death, 
Hell, Satan and Sin; to anſwer the Te, 
to undergo the Curſe, and to bring his many 
Children unto Glory. And dreadful Op- 
poſitions lay againſt him in this his Under- 
taking, See what Faith he had for his 
Cauſe ;_ — 7, 8, 9. The Lord will Belp 

me, 


ty ) 

me, therefore ſhall I not be confounded 
therefore have I ſet my Face like a Flint, and 
I not that I ſhall not be aſhamed : He is 
near that juſtifieth me; Who will contend with 
me? Who is mine Adverſary? Let him come 
near to me. Bebold the Lord God will help me; 
Who is be that ſhall. condemn me? Who is my 
Adverſary?. Or, (as in the Hebrew ) Who is 
the Maſter of my Cauſe? I have a Cauſe to 
plead; Who is the Maſter of it? I am in- 
gaged in a great Cauſe, faith he, and I am 
greatly oppoſed ; 'they ſeek to make me 
aſhamed; to confound me, to condemn me: 
But here is Faith for his Cauſe; The Loa p 
Gop will juſtify me, faith he. It was with 
CarisT as it would have been with us under 
the Covenant of Works; Man ought to 


have believed he ſhould be juſtified of 
Gop, though not by Jrsus CHRISsTRHJ; fo 
here, he had Faith that he ſhould be juſti- 
hed, Gop will juſtify me; I ſhall not be 
condemned in this Cauſe that IJ have under- 
taken. 789 | . 

Ir is matter of great Comfort and Sup- 
port, to conſider, that when the Loa p 
Jrsus CHRIST had in his Eye all the Sins 
of all the Elect upon the one hand, and the 
whole Curſe of the Law and the Wrath of 
Gop on the other, yet he cried, „I. all 
not be confounded, I ſhall go through it, 
I ſhall fee an End of this Buſineſs, and 
make: an End of Sin, and bring in ever- 
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laſting Righteouſaeſs ; and Gop will juſtify 
me in it. We are in an eſpecial manner to 
call to Remembrance the Faith that CuR1S 
had for his Cauſe; and we ought to have 
the ſame Faith for it now, for this great 
Conqueſt of overcoming the Devil, Sin, 
Death, Hell, and the ſaving of our Souls: 
He hath given us an Example for it. 

TER BE is one Objection lies againſt all 
this, and that is this: But did not CHRIST 
deſpond in his great Agony in the Garden, 
when he cried three times, Father, if it be 
poſſible let this Cup paſs frem me? And in that 
dreadful 'Qutcry. upon the Croſs which he 
took from the xxiia P/alm; a Prophecy of 
him, My. God, my God, why haſt: iboun 
forſaken me? Doth not CHRIST ſeem to 

repent here, and to deſpond'?' 

J anſwer; In this difficult Enquiry two 
Things are to be ſtated ; Firſt, In refer- 


ence to his Perſon, that it was impoſſible, 


CHRIS ſhould have the Indiſſolubility of 
his perſonal Union utterly hid from him. 
He knew the Union of his human Nature 
unto the Son of Gop could not be utterly 
diſſolved, that could not be utterly hid 
from him; ſo that there could not be De- 


air properly ſo called in CR iST. And, 


ſecondly, This is certain alfo, That he 
Contract he had with the Father, and the 
Promiſes he had given him of being ſue- 


ceſsful, could never * be hid from 
him. 


6 29.) 55 
him. So that his Faith, either as to his 
Perſon or Cauſe, could not poſſibly be 
utterly ruined: But there was a ſevere and 
terrible Conflict in the human Nature 
ariſing from theſe four Things. | 
1, From the view which he was ex- 
alted to take of the Nature of the Curſe that 
was then upon him. For the Curſe was 
upon him, Gal. iii. 13. He was made a 
Curſe for us, as it is writien'; Curſed is 
every. one that hangetb on a Tree. Give 
me leave to ſay, ]zsus CHR ISH ſaw more 
into the Nature of the Curſe. of Gop for 
Sin, than all the Damned in Hell are able 
to ſee; which cauſed a dreadful Conflict 
in his human Soul upon that Proſpe&. 


24% IT aroſe from hence; that 4h 


comforting Inſiuences of the Union with the 


divine Nature were reſtrained. J=$u.s' 
CHRIST was, in himſelf, a Man of Sorrows, 


and. acquainted with Grief : But yet all the 


while there were the Influences of Light 


and Glory from the divine Nature to the 


human by virtue of their Union; and now. 


they are reſtrained, and inſtead of that, 
was horrible Darkneſs, and Trembling, 
and the Curſe, and Sin and Satan round 
about him; all preſenting themſelves unto 


bim: Which gave occaſion to that part of 


7, 


his Prayer, R/alm xxii. 19, 20, 21. Deliver | 


my Soul from ihe Sword, my Darling from 


C 3 Lions 


1 n . ae 


ibe Power of the Dog, Save mg from the: 
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WE oats 
Lion's Mouth, &c. There was the Sword 
in the Curſe of the Law, and the Dog and 
the Lion, or Satan, as it were, gaping 
upon him, as if ready to devour him; for 
it was the Hour and Power of Darkneſs, 
Dread and Terror: Beſides, there were 
cruel Men, which he compares to be Bulls 
of Baſhan, which rent him. This cauſed. 
that terrible Conflict. © © GR Oe 
'galy, Ir was from the penal Deſertion of 
Gop. That he was under a penal Deſertion 
from Gop, is plain; My Gop, my Gon, 
why haſt thou forſaken me? And when I 
iay fo, I know little of what 1 fay, I mean, 
what it is to be under ſuch-penal Deſertion. 
For the great Puniſhment of Hell, is an 
everlaſting penal Deſertion from Goo. 
Albh, Ir was from the unſpeakable Ex- 
tremity of the Things that he ſuffered. Not 
meerly as tothe Thingsthemſelves whichout- 
wardly fell upon his Body ; but as unto that 
Sword of Gop, whichwas awakened againſthim, 
and which had pierced him to the v#ry Soul, 
The Advantage which he had in his Suffer- 
ings by his divine Union, was that which 
ſupported and bore him up under that 
Weight which would have ſunk any meer 
Creature to nothing. His Heart was en- 
larged to receive in thoſe.) Pains, that 
Dread and Terror, that otherwiſe he could 
not have received: And notwithſtanding 
all this, as I ſhewed before, CHRIS kept 


ey 


(08637 
up his Faith in reference to his Perſon,” and 
kept up his Faith in reference to his Cauſe, 
and a great Example he hath given unto us, 
that though the Dog and the Lion ſhould 
encompaſs us, though we ſhould have De- 
ſertion from Gov. and Preſſures more than 
Nature is able to bear, yet there is a Way 
of keeping up Faith, Truſt and Confidence 
through all, and not to let 5 our hold of 
(30D. 

Now this is the firſt Thing we are to call 
over in Remembrance of CHRIST, in re- 
ference to his Death: That Faith he had, 
both for his Perſon and his Cauſe, in his 
Death. For if you remember any of the 
Martyrs that died, you will ftick upon theſe 
two Things, more than upon the Flames 
that conſumed them; They expreſſed great 
Faith of their Intereſt in CarisT; and in 
reference to the Cauſe they died for. They 
are Things you will remember. And this 
you are to remember of Him, who was the 
Head of the Martyrs, our Loap Ixsus 
CHRisT's Faith. a 
Secondly, Wx are to call over his obedi- 
ence in bis Death. The Apoſtle doth pro- 
poſe it unto us; Phil. ii. 5, 6, &c. Let ibe 
ſame Mind be in you wwhich was in Cur1ST | 
Tesus ; who, when be was in the Form of 
Gop, and thought it no Robbery 1o be equal” 
with Gop, made himſelf of no Reputatitn, 
and took upon him the Form of a Servant, and 
C 4 became 


e 
berame abedient unto Death, even the Death of 
the Croſs. We are to call over the Mind of 
CHRIST in ſuffering. And the following 
Things the Scripture doth peculiarly direct 
us to conſider in the Obedience of CHRIS 
unto Death: The Principle of it, which was 
Love, — Readineſs ſo and for it, Submiſſion 
under it, —his Patience during it. They are 
Things the Scripture minds us concerning 
the Obedience of CHRIST in his Death. 

(..) ConsDeR His Love, which is one of 
the principal Things to be regarded in this 
Obedience of CHRIST. The Love where- 
With it was principled Gal. ii. 20. He loved 
me, ſaith the Apoſtle, and gave bimſelf for 
me. I John iii. 16. Hereby perceive we the 
Love of God, becauſe he laid down his Life 
for us. It was his Love did it; Rev. i. 5. 
ho loved us, and waſhed us from our Sins 
in. his own Bloed; This gives Life to the 
whole Sufferings of ChRISr, and to our 
Faith too. It was an high Act of Obedi. 
ence to Gop, that he laid down his Life 
but that Obedience was principled with Love 

to us. | 
And now, I pray Gop to enable me ta. 
conſider: this with my own-Soul, what that 
Love would tick at that did not ſtick at this 
kind of Death we have been ſpeaking of. 
If Jesvs CarIsT had reſerved the greateſt 
Thing he was to do for us unto the laſt, 
we had not known but his Loye might Hove | 
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ſtuck when it come to that; I mean, hen 
it came to the Curſe of the Law, though 
he had done other Things. But having 
done this, he that would not withdraw, nor 
take off from that, becauſe he loved us, 
what will he ſtick at for the future? Our 
Hearts are apt to he full of unk ind and un- 
thankful Thoughts towards him, as though 
upon every dark and black Temptation 
and Trial he would deſert us, whoſe Love 
was ſuch as he would not do it when him- 
{elf was to be deſerted. and made a Curſe. 
Call over then the Love of Curr in this 
Obedience. Yes; but Love prevails ſome· 
times, you will ſay, with many to do 
Things that they have no great mind to: 
We come very difficultly to do ſome Things, 
when yet out of Love we will not deny 
them. But it was not ſo with CHRIST; 
bis Love was ſuch that he had, | 

(2.) Ax eternal Readineſs unto: bis Wark. 
There are two Texts of Seripture inform us 
of it; Prov. viii. 30, 31. where the Holy 
Gnosr deſcribes the Proſpect that the 
Wiſdom of Gor, that is, the So or Gop 
took of the World, and the Children of 
Men, in reference to the Time he was. to 
come among them; I was, faith he, daily 
bis Delight, rejaicing always before bim; re- 
joteing in the habitable Part of bis Earth, and 
my Delights were with the Sons of Men. He 
conſidered what Work he had to do for the 
Sons of Men, and delighted in it. The 
C 5 fortieth 


fortieth Palm expounds thig{ghe 
Sacrifice and Offering Wo: * 
mine Ears haſt thou open rnl-offering 
and Sin-offering haſt thou required. Then 
ſaid I, Lo, I come : in the Volume of the Book 
it is written of me, &c. Sacrifice and Burnt- 
offering will not take away Sin, faith he; 
Then, Lo, I come. But doth he come wwil- 
lingly ? Yes, I delight, ſaith he, 10 do thy 
Will, O my Gop ; yea, thy Law is within 
my Heart, What part of the Will of Gop 
was it? The Apoſtle tells you, Heb. x. 10. 
Offering the Body of JESUS CHRIST once for 
all; by «which Will we are ſanctiſed. He 
came not only willingly, but with delight. 
The Baptiſm he was to be baptized with, 
he was ſtraitned till it was accompliſhed. 
The Love he had unto the Souls of Men, 
that great Deſign and Project he had for the 
Glory of Gor, gave him Delight in his 
Undertaking, notwithſtanding all the Dif- 
ficulties he was to meet with. * 
(3.) Wx are to remember bis Submiſſion 
to the great Work he was called unto. This 
he exprefles, 1/a. I. 5, 6. The Lord, faith he, 
hath opened mine Ear, and I was not rebelli- 
ous, neither turned away back: I gave my 
Back to the Smiters, and my Cheeks to them 
' that plucked off the Hair; I hid not my 
Face from Shame and Spitting. The Loxp 
Goy called him to it, and he was not re- 
bellious, but ſubmitted unto it. 


THERE 


(83890 


Tarr is one Obj ection ariſes againſt * 
this Submiſſion, Ws that 1s the Prayer 
of CHRIST in the Garden; Father, if it Be 

poſſible, let this Cup paſs from me. ö 

I anſwer : That was an Expreſſion of the 
Horror which was upon the human Nature, 
which we mentioned before. But there 
were two Things that CHa 1sT immediately 
cloſed upon, which give Evidence to this 
Submiſſion, that he did not draw back, ncr ' 
rebel, nor hide himſelf, nor turn away his- 
Face from Shame and Spitting, One was 
this, Father, thy Will be done, ſaith he; and 
the other was this, that he refuſed that Aid 
to deliver him which he might have had: 
know ye not that I could pray the Father, and 
be would give me more than twelve Legions of 
Angels? He then ſuffered under the Raman 
Power, and their Power was reduced to 
twelve Legions. Saith he, I could have 
more than theſe; which argues his full Sub- 
miſſion unto the Will of Gov. pet 

(4.) Wx are to call over bis Patience under 
his Sufferings, in bis Obedience, Iſa. Ii. 7. 
He was oppreſſed, and be was .afflitted, yet 
he opened not his Mouth : He is broupht 46. 
a Lamb to the Slaughter, and as a Sheep be- 
fore ber Shearer is dumb, ſo opened be not his 
Mouth, The higheſt Expreſſions of an ab- 
ſolute, complete and perfect Patience: 
Though he was afflicted, and though he 
had all manner of Provocations, though be 
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#1 Vs reviled, be reviled not again, The 
if _ Apoſtle tells us, Heb. xii. 2. He endured the 
Ul 059 ( that is, he patiently endured it, as the 
i Word ſignifies) and aeſpije ed the Shaw Lag 


| be 50 it dotun at the right hand 
1 e then the of this {ar 

1 G ll 105 80 per, is to ſtir . 
| call over the Obedience of Cx lex, both ag 
to his Love in it, as to his Readineſs for it, 
Submiſſion to the Will of God in it, and 
Patience under it. 

_ .-3dh, Fairs is to call over the Work 
755 and that was the Death of CR IST. I 
donn not now be able to manifeſt under what 


onſideration in this Ordinance Faith calls 
over the Death of CHRIS; but. theſe ar 


the Heads I ſhall ſpeak unto. It calls it 
oyer as aSacrifice, in that it was bloady ; "Ti 
It calls it over as ſhameful, in that it was 
under the Curſe Alt calls it over as bitter 
and dreadful, in that it was penal. It was 
a bloody, ſhameful and penal Death; as 
bloody, a Sacrifice ; as curſed, ſhameful ; 

and as it was penal, it was bitter. In the 
Work of Faith's calling, over theſe Things 
there is a peculiar. Work of Love alſo. 


Saith our Saviour, Do this in Remembrance 
of me. Theſe are the Words we would uſe 
unto a Friend, when we give him a Token. 
or Pledge, Remember me, What is the 
Meaning of it? Remember my Love to 
you; W Kindneſs for you; Remember my 
Perſon. 


wb 


Benſon, Fhereis 4 Remembzance ef Laue 
tow s Curisr to be aqted in this Ordi- 


nance, a3 well as a Remembrance of Faiths 


and as the next Object of Fab. is, the Bor 


nefits of CNE ISN, and thereby to his Per- 


fon ; ſo the next Ohject of Love, is the 


Perſon of Chagr, and thereby to his, 
nefits z I mean, as repreſented in this Or- 


dinance. Remember me, faith he, that 


is, with an Heart full of Love towards me. 


And there are three Things wherein this 
Remembrance of Cngisr by Loye in the 


Celebration gf this Qrdinance doth con: 
fiſt: Delight. in Him Thankfulneſs vn 
Him,—and the keeping of his Word. He 


that remembers CHRIST with Love, hath 
theſe three Affections j in his Heart. 


(1.) Hz delights in him. The Thoughts of 


Canis are ſweet unto him, as of an abſent 
Friend; but only in ſpiritual Things we have 


this great Advantage, we can make an ab- 
ſent CHR1ST preſent to us. This we cannot 


in natural Things, We can converſe with 


Friends only by Imagination. But by Faith 
we make CaRr1$T preſent wich us, and de- 
light in him. 

(2.) THER is Thankggiuyng towards bin, 
That Love which is fixed upon the Perſon 
of CuRISA will break forth in great Thank- 
fulneſs, which is one peculiar, Act of this 
Ordinance. The Cup which we bleſs, or 
give thanks for. 
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(30 Ir will ene aue the Heart 15 
kieh his Word. If ye are my Diſciples, if 
ye love me, keep my Commandments. © Every. 
Act of Love fixed upon the Perſon of 
Cnz1sT gives a new Spring of Obedience 
to all the Ordinances of CHR ISH: And the 
Truth is, there is no keeping up our Hearts 
unto Obedience to Ordinances, but by re- 
newed Acts of Obedience upon the Perſon 
sf CHRIST: This will make the Soul cry, 
When ſhall I be in an actual Obſervation 
of Cyr1sT's .Ordinance, who hath thus 


loved me, and waſhed me with his own 


Blood, that hath done ſuch great Things 
for me? 

TRIs is a End of the Death of CHRIST, 
whach- concerns our Faith and Love; the 
End of Commemoration, or calling to Re- 
membrance. 

THERE is an End of Profeſſ Fon alſo ; 
which is, to ſheww forth the Lorp's Death jill 
he come. But this muſt be ſpoken to at ſome 
other Time. If we come to the Practice 


of theſe Things, we ſhall find them great 


Things to call over; viz. the whole Frame 
of the Heart of Cnxusr i in his Death, and 
his Death itſelf, and our own Concern there- 
in, and the great Example he hath ſet unto 
us. Some of them, I hope, may abide upon 
our Hearts 22 Puts; for our ule, 
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1 Cor. xi. 26. 


As often as ye eat this Bread, and drink th 
Cup, ye do N . Ley 8 r 1 K 
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NE End, yow ſee, of this 8850 Ord- 
nance is to bew the Lory's Death, 
to declare it, to repreſent it, to ſhew it forth, 

hold it forth; the Word is thus variouſly 


rendered. And in the eſpecial Ends of this- 


Ordinance it is, that we have ſpecial Com- 
munion with our Lox D JESUS CHRIST. 
Now there are two ways whereby we ſhew 
forth the Loxp's Death; the one is, the 
way of Repreſentation to ourſelves ; and the 
other is, a oy of Profeſſion unto others, 1 


1. The way of Repreſentation to our ſelves: 


T he Work of Sn Cnxis r aright to 
t Work. Gop and Men 


5 Soul, is a 
re agreed in it; and therefore Gop when 
hy repreſents CHRIST, his Deſign is to re- 


preſent 
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Cunisv in Scripture, to 
ſtirable to the Souls 4 Men, The great 
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preſent him to the Faith of Men. Men that 


have not Faith have a great Deſire to have 


- CHRIST repreſented to r Fancy and 


Imagination; and therefore when the way 
of repreſenting Carsr to the Faith of 
Men was Toft among them, the greateſt 
part of their Religion was taken up in re- 
preſenting CMA to: their Fancy, They 
would make Pictures and Images of his 


8 —_ Aſcenſion, and every 


thin 

* cages are three ways whereby Gop re- 
preſents CHRIST te the Faith of Belięvers; 
to one is, by the Word of the Goſpel it- 


ſelf, as wrilten; the ſecond is, by the Mi. 


«try of the Goſpel, and preaching of the 
Word; and the third in particular is, by 
this Sacrament, wherein we repreſent the 
* the Faith of our Own: 

uls 

1. Gag dath ig by Abe Ward itſelf Hence 
are thoſe. Deſcriptions that are given. of. 
repreſent him de- 


Deſign. of: the Book of Canticles conte 
for the moſt part in this, in a myſtical, 
allegorical Deſcription of the Graces and 
Exeellencies of the Perſon of CRI T, to 
render him defitrable- to the Souls of Be- 

lievers:3: as in the fifth Chapter, from the 
ninck verſe to the end; there is nothing but 
that one Subject, Audit Was a gteat — 
„ mile 
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miſe mate to them of old, Ja. xxxil. 17. 
Thine Eyes ſhall ſee the King in bjs Beauty. 
The Promiſes of the Old Teſtament are 
much ſpent in repreſenting the Perſon of 
Cux1s$T beautiful, defirous, and lovely, to- 
the Faith of Believers, And you will fee 
in 2 Cor. iii. 18. what is the End of the Goſs 
pel; We all with open Face bebolding as in a 
Glaſs the Glory, of the Lok p, are changed 
inlo the ſame Image from Glory to Glory, 
even as by the Spirit of the Loxv. The Goſ- 
pel-is the Glaſs here intended; and looking 
into the Glaſs, there is an Image appears in 
it, not our own, but the Repreſentation the: 
Goſpel makes of Jxsus Curasr is the 
Image that appears in the Glaſs, The 
Work and Det, ign of the Goſpel is to make 
a Repreſentation of Cauz1sT unto. us. As 
Cag1sT makes a Repreſentation of the Far 
THER, and therefore he is called bis. Image. 
the Image of tbe inviſible Go, why ſo ? be- 
cauſe all the glorious Properties of the in- 
viſible Gop are repreſented to us in CHRIST, 
and we looking upon the Image of ChRIS 

in this Glaſs, = is the Repreſentation. 
_ of him in. the Goſpel; it is the ef- 
fectual Means whereby the SpikIr of Go 
trans forms us into his Image. 

Ts is. the firſt way whereby Gon doth 
this great Work of repreſenting CAI 
unto the Faith of Men, * Men ws 
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( 42 ) 
loft, - have made it their whole Religion to 
repreſent CHRIS unto their Fancy. 
2. Taz ſecond way is, by the Miniſtry of 
the Word. The — Work of the Mi- 
niſtry of the Word is to repreſent Is us 
CnaisT. The Apoſtle Paul tells us, Gal. 
I. 1. O fooliſh Galatians, who has bewitched 
1 you, that you ſhould not obey the Truth, be- 
1 fore wheſe Eyes JESUS CnrisT bath been evi- 
deny ſet forth crucified among you? He is 
I depiftus crucifixus, crucified before their 
i Eyes. How was this? not before their 
bodily Eyes; but the Apoſtle had in his 
| Preaching made ſuch a lively Repreſenta- 
1 tion unto their Faith of the Death of 
[ CRIST, that he was as one painted before 
them. One ſaid well on this Text, Of old 
the Apoſiles did not preach CHR 1sT by paint- 
ing, but they painted him by preaching, they 
| did in ſo lively a manner repreſent him. | 
ABRAHAM's ſervant, in the twenty fourth 
Chapter of Geneſis, that was ſent to take 
9 a Wife for his Son [/aac, is by all granted 
1 to be, if not a Type, yet a Reſemblance of 
1 the Miniſters of the Goſpel, that go forth 
= to prepare à Bride for CazsT : And what 
5 does he do? truly he is a great Example; 
when he came to the Opportunity, though 
he had many Things to divert him, yet he 
Vvould not be diverted. There was ſet Meat 
before him to eat, but he ſaid, I will not eat, 
tilt I have told my Errand, N "otming ſhould 
divert 


CY 


divert the Miniſters of the Goſpel, no not. 
their neceſſary Meat, when they have an 

Opportunity of dealing with Souls on be- 
half of CyrisT. What Courſe does Abra- 
ham's Servant take? He faith, I am Abra- 


hams Servant; and the Lorp has bleſſed 


my Maſter greatly, and be is become great, 
and he hath given him Flocks and Herds, and 


Silver and Gold, and Men-ſervants and 
Maid-ſervants, and Camels and Aſſes. What 
is all this to Jaac? He was to take a Wife 


for Jaac, not for Abraham. He goes on; 
And Sarah, my Maſter's Wife, bare a Son 10 
my Maſter when ſhe was old, and unto bim 


bath be given all that he hath. The way to 
procure this Wife for Iſaac was to let them 


know, that this great Man, Abrabam, had 
given all he had to Iſaac. And it is the 


Work of Miniſters of the Syn tr to let the 


People know, that Gop the Far HñER hath 
given all Things into the hands of his Sow; 
they are to repreſent CHR ISH as Abraham's. 
Servant does here his Maſter Jaac, as one 
who inherited all the Goods of Abrabam; 

ſo CHRIST is the appointed Heir of all 


Things, of the Kingdom of Heaven, the 


whole Houſhold of Gop. They are to re- 
preſent him thus to the Souls of Men, to- 
make him defirable to them. This is the 
great Work of Miniſters, who are Ambaſſa- 
dors of Gop; they are ſent from Gop to 


take a Wife for CuR IST; or to make ready 


a Bride for him from among the Children 
of Men, 3. TRR 
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8 Tux ſpecial way whereby we repreſent 
H RIS ͤunto our Souls —— Faith, is 


in the Adminiſtration of this Ordinance, 


which I will ſpeak to upon the great End of 


ſhewing forth the Death of the Loꝝxp. 


Now the former Repreſentations were 
general, this is parlicular; and I cannot at 
this Time go over Particulars. I bleſs the 
Lozp my Soul hath many Times admired 
the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of Gop in the 
Inſtitution. of this one Ordinance, that he 
took Bread and Wine for that End and Pur- 
poſe, merely arbitrary, of his own Choice, 
and might have taken any thing elſe, what 


he had Baſed : that he ſhould fix on the 


Cream of the Creation, which is an end- 
leſs Storehouſe, if purſued, of repreſenting 
the Myſteries of CHRIST. When the folly 
of Men goes about to invent Ceremonies 


that they would have ſignificant; when they 


have found them out, they cannot well tell 
wie they ſignify. But though, I do c- 
knowled 5 kh a the Significaney of this 
Ordinate depends upon the Inſtitution, yet 
there is great Wiſdom in the filing of it; 
the Thing was fitted and ſuited to be made 
uſe of to that End and Purpoſe. 
Oxz End of the Ordinance itſelf is to 
repreſent the Death of CHRIST unto us; 


and it repreſents CnRIST with reference to 


* five Things. 
r 


6 45) | 
1. Ty repreſents hirn with teferente to 


Gop's ſetting bim forth. 2. In reference 1 


his own Paten. 3. In reference to his Ex- 
bibiliom in the Prom d. 4. To our Partita 
tion of him by believing * "And: 5. To bis In. 
corporation wwith' u, in Union, 

1. Tir great End of Gon in referetics 
to CHRIST as to his Death was, bis ſetting of 
bim forth, Rom. ni. 25. y bom Goh bas ſet 


forth to be a Pro matten And in the very 


ſetting forth of the Elements im this Or- 
dinance there is a Repreſentation of God's 
ſetting forth his Sow, of giving him our for 
this Work, of giving him up unto it, to 
be a Propitiation. | 

2. Trrnt is a plain Repreſentation of 
his Paſſion, of his Suffering and Death, and 
the manner of it. This, with all the Ton- 
cerns of it, I treated of the laſt Lok p's 
Day, under the Head of Recogniliin, or 
calling over the Death of CHRIST, Do this 
in Remembrance of me; and ſo I ſhall not 
again inſiſt upon it. 

3. TRE is a Repreſentation of CurisT 
in i as to the Exhibition and Tender of him in 
the Promis Many Promiſes are expreſſed 
in Invitations, Ho! every ane that thirſts, 
come, take, eat: There is a Promiſe in it. 
And in the Tender that is made even of 
the Sacramental Elements, there is the Ex- 
hibition of Cirx is r in the Promiſe repre- 
ſented to the Soul. I told ydu before, Goh 


hath 
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hath carefully provided to repreſent, Cu 1s7 
unto our Faith, and not to our Fancy; and 
therefore there is no outward Similitude and 
Figure. We can ſay concerning this Ordi- 
nance with all its Repreſentations, as Gop 
faid concerning his appearing to Moſes upon 
Mount Horeb, Thou :{aweſt no Similitude. 
oy hath taken care there ſhall be no na- 
tural Figure, that all Repreſentations made 
may ſtand upon Inſtitution. Now there is 
this Tender with an Invitation, The very 
Elements of the Ordinance are a great Re- 
preſentation of the Propoſal of CarisT to 
a believing Soul. Gop holds out CHRIST 
as willing to be received, with an Invitation, 
So we ſew forth the Loxp's Death. 

4+ THERE 1s 1n this Ordinance a Repre- 
ſentation of Cur1sT as to our Reception of 
bim; for hereon depends the whole of the 
Matter. Gop might make a Feaſt of fat 
Things, and propoſe it to Men; but if they 
do not come to eat, they will not be nouriſh- 
ed by it. If you make a Tender of Pay- 
ment to a Man, if he doth not receive it, 
the Thing remains at a Diſtance, as before. 
CaR1sT being tendered to a Soul, if that 
Soul doth. not receive hun, . he. hath no Be- 
nefit by it. All theſe Steps you may go. 
There may be Gop's Exhibition of CHRIST, 
and ſetting of him forth; there may be his own 
Oblation and Suffering, lay ing the Founda- 
tion of all that is to come; there may be 
een 1 


C409 7 


an Exhibition of him in the Promiſe, Ten- 


der and Invitation, and yet if not received, 
we have no Profit by all theſe Things. 


What a great Repreſentation of this re- 


ceiving is there in the Adminiſtration of 
this Ordinance, when every one takes the 


Repreſentation of it to himſelf, or doth re- 
ceive it? | 


5thly and laſtly. Ir gives us a Repreſen- 
tation of our Incorporation in ChRIST H; the 
Alluſion whereof, from the Nature of the 
Elements Incorporation with us, and being 
the Strength of our Lives, might eaſily be 


purſued. This is the firſt way of ſhewing 


forth the Lok p's Death. 


II. ISRHALL now f a few Words to 
the Profeſſion of it among ourſelves, and to 
others. 


Lr me take one or two Obſervations to 
make way for it. . 


1. That viſible Profeſſion is a Matter of 


more Importance than moſt Men make of it. As 
the Apoſtle ſaith, Rom. x. 10. With the 
Heart Man believes unto Righteouſneſs, and 
with the Mouth Confeſſion is made unto Salva- 
tion. Look, how indiſpenſibly neceſſary 
believing is unto Righteouſneſs, to Juſtifi- 
cation; no leſs indiſpenſibly neceflary is 
Confeſſion or Profeſſion unto Salvation. 
There is no Man that doth believe with his 
Heart unto Righteouſneſs, but he will with 
| 3 
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his Mouth (which is there taken by 4 Sy- 
necdoche for the whole of our Profeſſion) 
make Confeſſion unto-Salvation. This is 
chat which brings Glory to Gop. The 
Apoſtle tells us, 2 Cor. ix. 13. that Men, 
2 the Experiment of this Miniſtralion, glorify 
o for your profeſſed Subjection to the Goſpel 
of ChRIST. Glory doth not ariſe out of 
Obedience, ſo much as by your Frofeſſion 
of it; by the giving them Experiment, 
both of your Faith and the Reality of it, 

and that by this Fruit of your Profeſſion. 
No Profeſſion conſiſts in theſe two 
Things; (I.) In an Abſtinence from al! 
Things with reference 10 Gob and his 
Worſhip, which CHRISTH has not appointed. 
| 2.) In the Obſervation and Performance cf 

/ all bings that CaRIST bas appointed. 

Mx are apt to think, that Abſtinence 
from the Pollutions that are in the World 
through Luſt, the keeping themſelves from 
the Sins and Defilements of the World, and 
inclining to that Party that is not of the 
World, is Profeſſion. Theſe Things are 
od: But our Profeſſion conſiſts in the 
Dbſervalion of CarisT's Commands, what 
he requires of us. Go teach them ; What 
to do? HYhatſcever I have commanded them; 
and lo, I am with you always to the End of the 
World. There is an Expreſſion, Jobn 
xiv. 24. wherein our SAY1OUR puts a trial 
of our Love to him upon the — 
his 


( 49 ) 

his Sayings 3 He that loveth me not, keep eperh 
not my Sayings. To keep the 80 of 
Cnr1sT, is to obſerve the Commands of 
Cukisr which is the perfect Trial of our 
Love to him. 

2. THERE is in this Ordinance @ ſpect 
Profe Mon of CIS r. There is a * 
of him againſt the Shame of the World; 
a Profeſſion of him againſt the Curſe of 
the Law ; and a Profeſſion of him againſt 
the Power of the Devil. All our Profeſſion 
doth much center, or is mightily acted in 
this Ordinance. 

1. Tu Death of our LoxD Jesus CHRIST 
was in the World a ſhameful Death, and 


That with which Chriſtians were conſtantly 


reproached, and which hardly went down 
with the World. It is a known Story, that 
when the Feſuits preached the Goſpel, as 
they call it, in China, they never let them 
know of the Death of Cur1sT, till the Con- 
gregation De Propaganda Fide com manded 
it ; for the World is mightily ſcandalized at 
the ſhameful Death of the Croſs. 

Now in this Ordinance ' we profeſs the 
Death of Cnr1sT, wherein he was cruci- 
fied, as a Malefactor, againſt all the Con- 
tempt of the World. It was a great part 
of the Confeſſion of the Chriſtians of old, 
and there is ſomething in it ſtill: Here we 
come ſolemnly before God, and all the 
World, and profeſs that we expect all our 
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Life me Salvation from the Death of this 


crucified SAVIOUR. 

2, Ix our Profeſſion we ſhew forth the 
Death of the LorD in the Celebration of this 
Ordinance, in oppoſition 70 ihe Curſe of tbe 


Law; that whereas the Curſe of the Law 
doth lay claim to us becauſe we are Sinners, 


here we profeſs that Gop hath transferred 


the Curſe of the Law to another who un- 


derwent it. So they. did-with the Sacrifices 
of old, when they had confeſſed all the 


Sins and Iniquities of. the People over the 


Head of the Goat, then they ſent him away 
into Deſtruction, So it is in this Ordi- 
nance :. Here we confeſs all our Sins and 
Iniquities over. the Head of this great Sa- 
crifice, and profeſs to the Law and all -its 
Accuſations, that here our Sins are charged. 
Who ſhall lay any thing to our Charge ? and 
who ſhall condemn ? It is CaR1sT that died. 
We confront the Claim of the Law, ſhake 
off its Authority as to its Curſe, and pro- 
feſs to it that its Charge is ſatisfied. 

We make a Profeſſion againſt the 
Power of Satan. For the great Trial of 
the Power and Intereſt of the Devil in, unto, 


and over the Souls of Men, was in be 


Croſs of Jxsus CHRIST. He put his King- 
dom to a Trial, ſtaked his all upon it, muſ- 
tered up all the Strength he had got, all the 
Aids that the Guilt of Sin and the Rage of 
the * could furniſh him with. Now, 


ſaith 


ese 
1 


ö Wi | 
faith CyzIST, 7s your Hour and Power of 
Darkneſs. He comes to try what he can 
do; and what was the Iſſue of the Death 
of Cyr1sT? Why, ſaith the Apoſtle, he 


ſpoiled Principalities and Powers, and tri- 


umphed over them in his Croſs. So that in 
our Celebration of the Death of CHRIST, 
we do profeſs againſt Satan, that his 
Power is broken, that he is conquered, 
tied to the Chariot Wheels of CHRIST, who 
has difarmed him. > CI 

Tuis is the Profeſſion we make when 
we ſhew forth the Loxp's Death, againſt 
the Shame of the World, againſt the Curſe 
of the Law, and the Power of Hell. 
This is the ſecond general End of this Or- 


dinance, and another means it is whereby 


we have eſpecial Communion with CHRIST 
in it; which was the Thing I aimed at 
from the Words I had choſen. And now 
I have gone through all I intend upon this 
Subject. | 

A Word or two of Uſe, and J have done. 

1. IT is a very great Honour and Privi- 
ledge to be called of Gop unto this great 
Work of ſhewing forth the Death of 
CHR1ST.—Lthink it is as great and glorious 
a Work as any of the Children of Men can 


be engaged in, in this World. I have 


ſhewed you formerly, how all the Acts of 
the glorious Properties of Gop's Nature 
center themſelves in this infinite, wiſe, holy 

Dt Product 
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Produdt: of them, the Death of Car1srT : 
And that, Gon ſhould call us to repreſent 
and ſhew forth this Death. The Lox for- 
give us where we have not longed to per- 
form this Work as we ought; for we have 
ſuffered carnal Fears and. Affections, and 
any thing elſe, to keep us off from employ- 
ing ourſelves in this great and glorious 
Work. The Grace and Mercy of Gop in 
this Matter is ever to be acknowledged, 
in that he has called us to this great and 
glorious Work. 

2. Trex. ſurely. it is our Duty o anſwer 
be Mind of Gop in this Work; and not 
to attend to it in a cold, careleſs and tran- 
ſient manner. But methinks we might re- 
Jaice in our Hearts when we have Thoughts 
of it, and ſay within ourſelves, Come, we will 


go and SHEW. FORTH the. Logr's Death. 


The World, the Law, and Satan, are con- 


quered by it: Bleſſed be Gop that has given 
us an Opportunity to profeſs this. O that 


our Hearts may long after the Seaſon for it, 
and ſay, When ſhall the time come? 

3. Wx may do, well to remember what 
was ſpoken before concerning the great 
Duty of repreſenting Gop to our Souls, 


that we may know how. lo attend lo it, I 


would ſpeak unto the meaneſt of the Flock, 
to. guide our Hearts and Thoughts which 
are too ready to wander, and are ſo unpro- 
fitable for want of ſpiritual Fixation. We 
would 


(4 3 
would fain truſt to ear A fecbiams rathepchap 


to bur Piith, and would rather Have 
moved, than Faith graciouſly to act itſelf. 
And when we fail therein, we are apt to 
think we fail in our End of the Ordinance, 
becauſe our Affections were not moved. 
Set Faith genuinely at work, and we have 
the End of the Ordinance. Let it repreſent 
Cukisr to our Souls, as exhibited of Gop, 
and given out unto us, as ſuffering, as ten- 
dered to us, and as received and incorpo- 


rated with us. 
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DISCOURSE V. 


January 7th, 16% 2. 


A Co R. xi. 28. 


But let a Man examine himſelf, and fo let 


2 eat of that Bread, and drint of that 
up. 


HAVE been treating of that ſpecial 

Communion which Believers have with 
Cukisr in the Adminiſtration of the Or- 
dinance of the Supper of the Loxp; and 
thought I ſhould wool treated no more of 
that Subject; having gone through all the 
Particulars of it, which were practical, ſuch 


as might be reduced to preſent Practice, 


But I remember I faid nothing concerning 
Preparation fer it, which yet is a needful 
Duty : And therefore I ſhall a little ſpeak 
to that alſo ; not what may doctrinally be de- 
livered upon it, but thoſe things, or ſome 
of them at leaſt, in which every Soul will 
find a pradtical Concern that intends to be a 
Partaker of that Ordinance to Benefit and 


of 
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of the Apoſtle for my Ground - work. But 


let a Man examine himſelf, and ſo let Blu cut 


of © that Bread, and drink of that Cup. 


TnzRE were many Diſorders fallen in 


this Church at Corinth; and that various 


ways, in Schiſms and Diviſions, in Neglect 
of Diſcipline, in falſe Opinions, and parti- 
cularly in a great Abuſe of the Adminiſtra- 
tion of this great Ordinance of the Supper 
of the Loxp. And though I do not, 1 
dare not, I ought not to bleſs Gop for their 
Sin; yet I bleſs Gop for his Providence. 
Had it not been for their Diſorders, we had 
all of us been much in Darkneſs as to al! 
Church-Way. The Correction of their 
Diſorders contain the principal Rule for 
Church-Communion and the Adminiſtra- 
tion of this Saglkgament that we have in the 
whole Scripture} which might have been hid 


from us, but that Gop ſuffered them to 


fall into them on-purpoſe, that through their 


fall in them, and by them, he might in- 


ſtru&t his Church in all Ages to the End 
of the World. „ 

TE Apoſtle is here rectifying Abuſes 
about the Adminiſtration of the Loxp's 
Supper, which were many; and he applies 
particular Directions to all their particular 
Miſcarriages, not now to be inſiſted on; 
and he gathers up all Directions into this one 
general Rule that I have here read, Let a 


Man examine himſelf, and ſo let bim eat, &e. 
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636 
Now this Self- Examination extends itſelf 
unto the whole due Pre eparation of the Souls 
of Men for the actual Participation of this 
Ordinance. And I ſhall endeavour by plain 
Inſtances out of the Scripture (which is my 
way in theſe familiar Exerciſes) to manifeſt 
that there is a Preparation nece for the 
Celebration, or Obſervance of all ſolemn 
Ordinances — And I ſhall ſhew you what 
that Preparation is, and wherein it doth con- 
fiſt. And then I ſhall deduce from thence 
what is that particular Preparation which 
is incumbent upon us, in reference unto 
this ſpecial Ordinance, that is ſuperadded 
unto the general Preparation that is re- 
quired unto all Ordinances. 

Firſt, 1 fhall manifeſt, that there is 4 
Preparation neceſſary fo 4 Celebration of 
folemn Wor ſhip. We A early Inſtance 
of it in Geneſis xxxy. mY 1 „3745 5. In the 
fie verſe, Gap. ſaid unto Jacob, Ariſe, go 

to Bethel, and make there an "Altar unto 

30D. It was a ſolemn. Ordinance Jacob 

was called unto, to build an Altar unto 
Go, and to offer Sacrifice. What courſe 
did he take? you may ſee, ver. 2, 3. And 
Jacob ſaid unto his Houſhold, and to a that 
were with him, Put away. the ftrange Gods 
chat are among you, and be clean, and 

e your Garments ; and let us ariſe, and 
| 7 up. to Len aud 15 will make there an Altar 
unts 


. * 


* 


( 37 ) 
und Gob. I will -not engage, Taith he, 


in this Duty without a Preparation for 
it; and fach - the Preparation ſhall be 
fuitahle. Peculiar, ſpecial Preparation (to 
obſerve that by the way) for any Ordinance, 
conſiſts in the removal of that from us 
which ſtands in peculiar Oppoſition to that 
Ordinance, whatever it be. I am to build an 
Altar unto Gop : Put away the: Strange 
Gods; and accordingly he did ſo. 
Wuen Gop came to treat with the Peo- 
le in that great Ordinance of giving. the 
w. which was the Foundation of all 
following Ordinances; Exod. xix. 10, 11. 
The Lok ſaid unto Moſes, Go unto the Peo- 
le, and ſanfiify them to day, and to morrow; 
and let them waſh their Clothes, and be ready 
againſt the third Day. For the third Day the 
Lon will come down upon Mount Sinai, I 
will not inſiſt on theſe typical Preparations, 
but only ſay,it ſufficiently proves the general 
The/is, that there ought to be /ucb a Prepa- 


ration for any Meeting with Gop in any 


of his Ordinances. Saith he, San7ify your- 
ſelves, &c. and on the third Day 1 will come. 
 Gop is a great Gop, with whom we have 
to do. It is not good to have carnal Bold- 
neſs in our Acceſſes and Approaches to himz 
and therefore, he teaches us, that there is 


a Preparation due. And what weight Gon 


lays upon this, you may ſee, 2 Chron, 


xxx. 18, 19, 20. A multitude of People 


Ds came 
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came to the Sacrifice of the Paſſover; but, 
ſaith he, they had not cleanſed themſelves, there 
was not due Preparation; But Hezekiah 
prayed for them, ſaying, The good LoRD 
pardon every one, that prepareth bis Heart 
to ſeek Gon, the Lox D Gop of his Fathers, 
though he be not cleanſed according to the Pu- 
riſication of the Sanctuary. And the Lorp 
bearkned to Hezekiah, and bealed the People. 
Perhaps the People might have thought it 
enough, that they had their per/onal Quali- 
fication, that they were Believers, that they 
had prepared their Hearts to ſeek the Lozp 
Gop of their Fathers; a Thing moſt Per- 
ſons truſt unto in this matter. No, faith 
the King, in praying for them; they did 
prepare their Hearts for the LoxD Gop 
of their Fathers, but they were not prepared 
according to the Preparation of the Sanctuary. 
There is an inſtitutled Preparation, as well as 
a perſonal Diſpoſition, which if not obſerved, 
Gop will ſmite them: Gop had ſmote the 
People; given them ſome Token of his Diſ- 
pleaſure: They come with great Willingneſs 
and Defire to be Partakers of this holy 
Ordinance ; yet becauſe they were not pre- 
pared according to the Purification of the 
Sanctuary Gop ſmites them. 

It was an Ordinance of Gop that Paul 
had to perform, and we would have thought 
it a Thing that he might eaſily have done, 
without any great Fore-thought, w__ - 

ä 1 


© ER. 
had that weight upon his Spirit (Rom; xv. 
30, 31.) that with all earneſtneſs he begs 
the Prayers of others, that he might be 
carried through the Performance of it; 
Now I beſeech you, Brethren, for the Lord 
Jzsvs CRHRIST's ſake, and for the Love of 
the SpIRIT, that ye ſtrive together with me 
in your Prayers to Gop for me; that my Ser- 
vice which I have for Jeruſalem may be ac- 
cepled of the Saints. He had a Service to 
do at Zeruſalem, He was gathering the 
Contributions of the Saints (an Ordinance of 
Gop) to carry it up to the Poor at Feruſalem; 
and it was upon his Heart, that this his 
Service might find Acceptance with them; 
therefore he begs with all his Soul, I be- 
ſeech you, Brethren, &c. So great weight” 
did he lay upon the Performance of an 
Ordinance, that one would think-might be 
eaſily paſſed over, without any great Re- 
oard. at an 
Tu Caution we have, Eccleſ. v. 1. is to 
the ſame Purpoſe : Keep thy Foot when tb 
goeſt into the Houſe of Gor, and be mare rend 
to bear, than to give the Sacrifice of Fools, for 
they conſider not that they do Evil. I ſhall not 
ſtand upon the particular Expoſition of any 
of theſe Expreſſions, but it is a plain Cautiot 
of diligent Conſideration of ourſelves in all 
Things we have to do in the Houſe of Gop. 
A bold venturing upon an Ordinance is but 
the Sacrifice of Fools : Keep thy Foot, co 


( & ) 
to.thy. Aﬀettions. be mare ready to bear, 
ſaith he; that is, to attend unto the Com- 
mand, what Gop requires from thee, and 
the way and manner of it, meerly to 
run upon a Sacrifice, or the Le ormance of 
| * uty itſelf. 
I will name one Place more: Pſal. xxvi. 3 
1 will waſh my Hands in Innocency, ſo will 
1 compaſs thine 2 O Logo. 
1 RAVE a little confirmed this 
ſition, that all take for granted; and 
E fear we contend ourſelves Ke the. moſt 
part with the State and Condition of thoſe 
mentioned, who prepared their Hearts to meet 
the Logp Gop of their Fathers, not conſi- 
dering how they may be prepared according 
10 the Preparation of the Sanctuary. You 
will aſk, What is that Preparation? 


Tas Queſtion brings me to the 


Second general Head J propounded to 
ſpeak unto: I anſwer, that the general Pre- 
ration that reſpects all Ordinances hath, 
85 erence unte Gop, —10 Ourſelves, lo the 
dinance itſelf. 
Jt 5. reſpef? unto Gop. This is 
| of firſt Thing to be conſidered ; for this 
lays down. as the great Law of all his 
inances. I will 2 u in them 
= draw nigh unto. me: Lev. x. 3. Gop 
is, in the firſt Place, to be conſidered in all 
4 drawings - nigh unto him; as that is the 
Aheral Name of all Ordinances, a drawing. 
nigh, 


SF. = 


2 an Feen Ger. 1 will, be ſanc- 
1 5 eee wo.be conſitand tees 
ways, that he may be fanctified. in any Or- 


* 45 the Author as the Oli 


tr fd of I ſhall all Peak only vo tho 


lie practical us, and 
are indifpenſb ly required I of vs in g 
upon God, in any and every 
(1.) Ovunx Preparation in reference unto 
God conſiſts in due Conſideration of Gon 
as. the Author of any. Ordinance wherein we 
draw. nigh unia bim. For this is the Foun- 
dation of all Ordinances. Rom, xiv. 11. 
As I live, 40 the pal 5 „ every. Knee ſha 
bow to me, 4 c Hall confeſs tq 
me. A pa Seng he Authority of 
Soy in every Ordinance, is that which, is 
ben in the very firſt Place for our Pre- 
ration. I know full well how that the 
of Man is to be influenced by gene- 
ral Convictions and particular Cuſtoms. 
Particular Uſages built; upon general Con- 
victions carry moſt People through their 
Duties: But that is no Preparation of Het, 
There is to be an immediate Senſe of the 
Authority and Command of Gon. 
(3.) Wx are to conſider Gop in CHRIST, 


as the immediate Objelt of that Worſhip which 


in every. Ordinance. we do perform. Tou 
will aſk, what ſpecial Apprehenſions con- 
cerning Gop are particularly-neceſlary to 


Ma of Preparation, for Communion 
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with Gov" in an Ordinance PL 'anſwer ; 
Two are particularly neceſſary, that ſhould 
be practically upon our Thoughts in every 
Ordinance, The Preſence of Gor, and the 
Holineſs of GoD. As Gop is the Object of 
our Works theſe two Properties of Gop 
are 7 to be conſidered in all our 
Preparations. 
, The Preſence of Gop. When Elijat 
(i Kings xvini. 15 derided the Worſhippers 
of Baal, the chief part of his Deriſion was, 
he is in a Journey; you have a God that is 
abſent, ſaith Elij ab: And the End of all 
Idolatry in the World, is to feign the Pre- 
ſence of an abſent Deity. All Images and 
Idols are ſet up for no other End, but to 
feign the Preſence of what really is abſent. 
Our Gop is preſent, and in all his Ordi- 
nances. I beg of Gop, I may have a double 
Senſe of his der, (1+) A ſpecial Senſe 
of his Omm̃preſence. Gop requires, that 
we ſhould put in all Ordinances a Spectal!y 
of Faith upon his general Attributes. Gen, 
XXViii. 16. Jacob, when Gop appear- 
ed unto him, though but in a Dream, 
_  awaked out of Sleep, and” faid, Surely the 
Lob ift in this Place, and I Hhew it not. 
I would fay fo concerning every Ordinance 
whereunto I go; the Lord is in that Place. 
I ſpeak now only concerning his real Pre- 
ſence :. For if Idolaters adorn all their Places | 
worſhip with Pictures, Images and Idols, | 
that 
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that they might feign the Preſence of a 
God; I ought to act Faith particularly 
upon the real Preſence of the immenſe and 
omnipreſent Gop. He bids us conſider it 
in the Buſineſs of his Worſhip'z Fer. xxiii. 
23. Am Ia Gop at band, ſaith the Lok p, 
and not a Gop afar off Confidermy glorious 
Preſence is every where. As we ought al- 
ways wherever we are, and whatever we do, 
to carry a Senſe with us of the Preſence of 
Gop, to ſay, Gop is here, that we may not 
be ſurprized in our Fournies, or in any thing 
that may befal us, ſuppoſe a broken Leg or 
a broken Arm; then we may ſay, Gop'is 
in this Place, and I Æueù it not: So particu- 
larly where we have-to do in his Ordinances, 
let there be an antecedent Remembrance 
that Gop is in that Place. : 

(2.) Wx are to remember the gracious 
Preſence of God. There was a twofold 
Preſence of Gop of old, the one temporary, 
by an extraordinary Appearance; the other 
ſtanding, by a continued Inſtitution. Where. 
ever Gop made an extraordinary A 
ance, there he required of his people to to 
look upon him to have a ſpecial Preſence: 
It was but temporary, when Gop appeared 
to Moſes in the Buſh : Draw not nigb, faith 
Gop : put off the Shoes from off thy Feet: for 
the Ground whereon thou ſtandeſt is holy; be- 
cauſe: of Gop's ſpecial Appearance: But 
the next * as far as I know, Sheep fed 
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upon that holy Ground. It was no longer 
holy chan Gop's Appearance made it ſo. So 
he laid to Joſbua, when he was by Jericbo, 
Looſe thy Shoe from of thy Foot, for the Place 
whereon thou ſtandeſt is holy, Joſh: v. 15. 
It was a temporary Appearance of Gop ; 
there was his ſpecial Preſence. It was ſo on 
the Inſtitution, of the Tabernacle and Tem- 
Gon inſtituted them, and gave his 
cial Preſence to them by virtue of his 
Inſtitution. Our Saviour tells us, all this 
is. departed. under the Goſpel, Jobn iv. 21. 
You Jhall no longer worſvip * ſaith he; 
neither in tbis Mountain nor yet at Feruſalem; 
but he that worſbigpetb Gop muſt worſhip him 


in Spirit and in Truth. - Is there no ſpecial 


Preſence of Gon remains then? Tea; there 
is a ſpecial Preſence of Gop in all his Or- 
dinances and Inſtitutions. Hhereyer I re- 
cord my Name (as the Name of Gop is upon 
all his Inſtitutions) there I will come unte 
you, and I will bleſs you, ſaith Gan in Exod. 
XX. 24. Let us exerciſe our Thoughts then 
to this eſpecial promiſed. Preſenca of Gop 
in every Ordinance and Inſtitution : It be- 
longs greatly to our due Preparation for an 
Ordinance. It was no hard Thing 
them, you may think, of old, where Gon 
had put his Preſence in a Place, to go thi- 


ther, and expect the Preſence of. Goo; 


Things thatare abſent are hard, Things that 
Wo * not ſo. But it is no harder 
150 matter 


for 
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matter for us to 55 and expect Gop's Pre- 
{ence in his inſtituted Ordinances now, than 
or chem to go to the Temple ; conſidering 
1. — as the Object of our Worſhip, is no 
leſs preſent with us. 

2aly, Taz ſecond Property which is 
principally to be conſidered in Gop, in 


his Ordinances, as he is the Object of 8 4 


is his Holineſs. Thus, is the general Rule 
that Gop gives in all Ordinances: Be ye 
baly, for I the Lonp your Gop am holy. 
And Jaſbua, chap. xxiv. 19, tells the i People 
what they were principally to conſider in 
ſerving the Lon p. Me will ſerve the Lon p, 
lay the People: Saith Joſhua, Yau cannot 
ſerve him, for the Lon d is an hey Gon; in- 
timatin ag; that they were to have due Ap- 
prehenſſons of his Holineſs; and without ic 
9 1 2 9 epprogching vnto him in his Sex- 
he Apoſtle gives a great and plain 
Rule to 55 gurpoſe; 


us have Grace, faith he, whereby pe may 


ſerve Gon  acceplably, . Roverence and 
auch Lies What doth he propoſe now 
incipgl R Reaſon m_ he requires this 
L „ faith. he, aur Gop if @ 
conſuming . "What Property of GGoD is 
expreſſed. by this Word conſuming Fire ? It 
is the Holineſs f Gop, the Purity of Gop's 
Nature, that can bear no corrupt, nor 
filed thing. It is ſet forth by that meta- 
phorical Expreſſion, 4 conſuming Fire. — 
5 | Ire 


Heb. X11. 28, 29. L 
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Fire is the moſt pure and'unmixed Element, 
and ſo powerful of itſelf as that it will con- 
ſume and deſtroy every thing that is not 
perfectly of its own Nature; fo is Gop, 
faith he, a conſuming Fire; and in all your 
ſerving of him, and approaches unto him, 
labour to obtain à frame of Spirit that be- 
comes them who have to do with that Gop 
who is fo pure and holy; + 
I do but chooſe out theſe Things, hich 
in the way of Ordinances, I would fay, are, 
I may ſay, deſire, ſhould be moſt upon my 
Heart and Spirit: J might eaſily enlarge 
it to other Conſiderations. But let theſe 
two Conſiderations dwell upon our Minds, 
as our Preparation for our Acceſs unto Gop; 
Thoughts of his glorious and gracious Pre- 
ſence, and of his Holineſs. Pſal. xciii. g. 
Holineſs becometh thine Houſe, O Logo, for 
ever, That is the ſecond Thing with re- 
ſpect to Gop, as the Objef? of all the Ordi- 
nances of our Worſhip, : 
(3.) Ovx Preparation reſpects Gop as be 
is the End of Ordinances; and that to the ſe 
three Purpoſes, if I could inſiſt upon them. 
He is the End of them, as we aim in them 
to give Glory unto him He is the End of 
them, as we aim in them e be accepted with | 
bim. — He is the End of them, as we aim 
in them 4% be bleſſed by bim. . Theſe are the 
three Things that are our End in all Ordi- 
nances that we celebrate. 
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1 

.f, Tux firſt is, the general End of all 
that we do in this World; we are to do all 
10 the Glory of Gop : It is the immediate 
End of all our Worſhip. VI am a Father, 
ſaith he, where is my Honour? Where is my 
Glory? Mal. i. 6. Do you come to wor- 
ſhip me ? you are to give me Honour as to 
a Father, Glory as to a Maſter, as to a 


Lord. We come to own him as our Fa- 


ther, acknowledge our dependence upon 
him as 4 Father, our Submiſſion to him 
as our Lord and Maſter, and thus give 
Glory to him. He hath never taken one 
ſtep to the preparing of his Heart accord- 
ing to the Preparation of the Sanctuary, in 
the Celebration of Ordinances, who hath 
not deſigned in them to give Glory unto 


Go. 


2dly, - -AnoTHzz End is, to be accepted 
with bim; according to that great Promiſe, 
which you have Exetiel xliii. 27. 7ou ſhall 
make your Burnt-offerings upon the Altar, 
and I will accept you, ſaith the Lord Gop. 
It is a Promiſe of Goſpel- times; for it is 
in the Deſcription of the new, glorious 
Temple. We come to Gop to have our 
Perſons and Offerings accepted dy Ixsus 
CHRIST. And, 

zaly, To be 2 Ae to bis Pro- 
miſe, That Gop will bleſs us out of Zion. 
What the particular Bleſſings are we look 
for | in particular Ordinances, in due Time, 


Gon. 
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Gop aſſiſting, I ſhall acquaint. you with, 
when we come to the ſpecial and particular 
Preparation for that Ordinance we aim at. 
But this is neceſſary to all, and ſo to that. 
I.] Tas Preparation reſhefs ourſelves. 
There are three Things which I deſire my 
Heart may be prepared by in reference to 
the Ordinances of Goo. | 

([.) Txz firſt is indiſpenſibly neceſſary 
laid down in that great Rule, Pſal. lxvi. 18. 
If T regard Iniquity in my Heart, the Lov 
will nat bear me; that I bring a Heart to 
Ordinances without regard to any particular 
Iniquity. We have the dreadful Inſtance 
of , BE who came to that great Ordi- 
nance of the Paſſover with regard to Ini- 
quity in his Heart, which particular Iniquity 
was Covetouineſs, and went away with the 

Devil in his whole Mind and Soul. 
Exel. xiv. 4. is another place to this 
ſe: Therefore ſpeak ante them, and 
ay. unto them, Thus ſaith the Lon Gov, 
Every Man of the Houſe of Iſrael that ſetteth 
his Idols in his Heart, and putteth the 
Sumbling-bloc of his Iniquity before his Face, 
and cometh to the Praphet, I the Loxp will 
 anfiver him that cometh, according to ihe 
multitude of bis 1dols, Thegs' no more ef- 
fectual courſe in the World to make poor 
Souls incorrigible, than to come to Ordi- 
nances, and to be able to digeſt under them 
a regard to Iniquity in our Hearts. If we 
8 | have 
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have Idols, Gop will anſwer us accord 
ta our Idols. What is the anſwering of 
Men according to their Idols? Why —— 
it is this, alloting them Peace while ave 
their Idols; you ſhall have Peace with re- 
gard to Iniquity; you come for Peace, take 
Peace; which is the ſaddeſt Condition amy 
Soul can be left under: You ſhall: have 
Peace and your Idols together. Whenever 
we prepare ourſelves, if this part of our 
Preparation be wanting, if we do not all of 
us caſt out the Idols of our Hearts, and ceaſe 
regarding of Iniquity, all is loſt. 

(2.) Twz ſecond Head of Preparation 
2 our own. part, is Se{frabaſement, out of 

a. deep Senſe of the. infinite Diſtance: that 
is between Gon and us, whom we go to 
meet. I have taken upon myſelf to ſpeak 
to the great Poſſeſſor of Heaven and Earth, 
who am but Duſt and Aſhes. Nothing 
brings Gop and Man ſo near together, as 
a due Senſe of our infinite diſtance. © IJſa. 
lvii. 13. Thus ſaith the high and lofty One 
who inbabiteth Eternity, whoſe Name is holy; 
I dwell in the high and holy Place, with bim 
alſo that is of à contrite and humble Spirit. 

(3.) 4 Heart filled with Love to Ordi- 
zances, is a great Preparation for an Ordi- 
nance, How doth David, in the Eighty- 
fourth Pſalm, pant and long, and breathe 
after the Ordinances of Gop'! To love 
Prayer, to love the Word, is a great Pre- 
paration for both. To love the Preſence of 


CHRIST 


9 
Cum ter in the Supper, is a great Prepara- 


tion for it. To keep an habitual Frame of 


Love 1 in the Heart for Ordinances. 
I would not load your Memories with 
Particulars, I mention plain practical 
Things unto thoſe, for whoſe ſpiritual Wel- 
fare J am more particularly concerned; 
that we may retain them for our uſe, and 
know them for ourſelves; and they are 
ſuch as I know more or leſs (though perhaps 
not ſo diſtinctly) all our Hearts work after, 
and in theſe Things our Souls do live. 
1Iz3.] Ovx Preparation in reference unte 
any Ordinance itſelf 5 which conſiſts in -two 
Things; (1.) A ſatisfactory Perfeonfion of 
the Inſtitution. of the Ordinance itſelf ; that it 
is that which Gop hath appointed. If Gop 
ſhould meet us, and ſay, I bo bath required 
theſe things at your Hands? And CHRIST 
ſhould come and tell us, Every Plant that 
my heavenly Father bath not planted ſhall be 
Plucked up: Or, In vain do you worſhip me, 
teaching for Dofrines the Commandments of 
Men: How would ſuch Words fill the 
Hearts of poor Creatures with Confuſion, 
if engaged in ſuch ways, that Gop hath 
not —— We Fi areful then 
that for the See 0 ute it be 
appointed of Gop 
(2.) THAT it. be performed in a due 
manner. One Failure herein, what a Diſ- 
turbance did it bring upon poor 1 0 
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It is obſerved by many, that ſearch ha 

whole courſe of David's Life, that; which 
he. was moſt: eminent in; which Gop did 
ſo bleſs him for, and own: him in, was his 
Love to the Ordinances of GOD. And I 

cannot but think with what a full Heart 
David went to bring home the Ark ; with 
what Longings after GOD; with what Re- 

joicings in him; with what Promiſes to 
himſelf what glorious Things there would 

be after he had the Ark of Go to be 
with him: And yet, when he went to do 
this, you know what a Breach Gop made 


upon him, daſhed all his Hopes, and all 


the good Frame in him: Gop made a 
Breach. upon UZab; and it is ſaid, the 
Thing Gop did diſpleaſed David, it quite 
unframed him, and threw a damp on his 
Joy and Delight for the preſent. But he 
afterwards gathers it up, 1 Chron. xv. 12. 
He ſpake to the Levites, Sandtiſy yourſelves, 
both ye and your Brethren, that ye may bring 
up the Ark of the LoRD GoD of Iſrael uno 
the Place that I have prepared for it; for 
becauſe ye did it not at the firſt, the Lord our © 
Gop made a Breach upon us; for that wwe 
ſought. bim not. after the due Order. He 
ſought him, faith he, but not after the due 
Order. And what that due Order was, he 
ſhews in the next Verſes, where he declares, 


that the Levites carried the Ark apon their own 


SWoulders, with the Staves thereon, as Moſes 


{ commanded 
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commanded, according to the Word of the 
Loan; whereas before, they carried it in 
a Cart, which was not for that Service: It 
is a great Thing to have the — 07 yy 
of an Ordinance- in the due Order. Ge 
lays great weight upon it, and we A to 
take care that the Order be obſerved. 
Tunis is what we have to offer to 
concerning the two General Propoſitions, — 
That there is a Preparation required of us 
for the Obſervance of all ſolemnOrdinances; 
and That this Preparation conſiſts in a 
due regard to Gop, to Ourſelves, and to 
the Ordinance, whatever it be? To Gop, 
as the Author, as the Object, and as the 
End of Ordinances to Ourſelves, to re- 
move that which would hinder, not to re- 
gard Iniquity, to be ſelf- abaſed in our Hearts 
with reſpect to the infinite diſtance that there 

is between Gob and us, and with a Love 
— Ordinances: With reſpect unto the 
Ordinance itſelf, that it be of Gop's Ap- 
pointment for the Matter and Manner. 
Theſe Things may help us to a due Con- 
ſideration, whether we have failed in an ö 
of them, or not. 

T have mentioned nothing but what is 
plain and evident from the Scripture, and 
what is practieable; nothing but what is 
really l of us; ſuch Things as we 
ought not to eſteem a Burden, but an Ad- 
N _ whereinſoever we have been 

- wanting 


1 
wanting we ſhould do well to labour to 
have our Hearts. affected with it; for it 
hath been one cauſe why ſo many of us have 
laboured in the Fire under Ordinances, and 
haye had no Profit nor Benefit by them. 
As I ſaid before, Cortviftion is the Founda- 
tion, Cuſtom is the Building of moſt in 
their Obferyation of Ordinances. Some 
grow weary of them; ſome wear them on 
their Necks as a Burden 3 ſome ſeek Re- 
lief from them, and do not find it; and 
is it ang Wonder, if this great Duty be 
wanting? having neither conſidered Go, 
nor ourſelves, in what we go about ? And 
above all Things take heed of that-Deceit 
a mentioned, which is certainly very apt to 
impoſe itſelf. upon us, That where. there is 
4 « Diſpoſtion in the Perſon there needs no. Pre- 
paration for the Duty. There was a Prepa- 
ration in thoſe whom Gon broke out upon, 
becauſe bey were not prepared according tothe 
Preparation of the Sanctuary; that is, in that 
way and manner of Preparation ; they: had 
not gone through thoſe Cleanſings which 
were eee mage the dan. 
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DISCOURSE VL 


Januar 21ſt, 1642. 8. 


1 Co k. xi. 28. 


But let a s examine bimſelf, and þ let him 
eat of Phat Bread, and err of that Cup. 


HAVE been treating in ſundry of theſe 
familiar Exerciſes about Communion with 


Irsus Cnr1sT in that great Ordinance of 
the Lok p's Supper, intending * principally, 
If not ſolely, the Inſtruction of thoſe who 
have, it may be, been leaſt exerciſed in ſuch 
Duties. I have ſpoke ſomething of Prepa- 

ration for it, and on the laſt Opportunity of 
this kind I did inſiſt upon theſe two Things, 
that there is a Preparation required unto the 
due Obſervance of every ſolemn Ordinance: 
And I did manifeſt, what in general was 
required to that Preparation. I have no- 
thing to do at preſent, but to conſider e 
Application of thoſe: general Rules to the 
ſpecial Ordinance of the Supper of the 
Logp. For the ſpecial Preparation for an 
Ordinance conſiſts in the ſpecial Reſpect 


which we have to that Ordinance in our 
general 
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general Preparation: And I ſhall ſpeak to 
it plainly, ſo as that the weakeſt, who are 


concerned, may ſee their Intereſt ; in it, and 


have ſome guidance to their Practice. 

AnD there are two Things which may 
be conſidered to this Purpoſe, The Time 
wherein this Duty is to be performed; and, 
The Duty of Preparation ſelf. 

Firſt, The Time of the Performance of the 
Duty; for that indeed regards as well what 
hath been ſaid concerning Preparation in 
general, as what ſhall now be farther added 
concerning Preparation. in particular, with 
reſpect to this Ordinance. 

Tinu hath a double reſpe& unto the 
Worſhip of Gop, 45 a part of it; ſo it 
is when it is ſeparated by the Appointment 
of Gop himſelf; and as a neceſſany Adjuntt 
of thoſe Actions whereby the Worſhip of 
God is performed; for there is nothing can 
be done, but it muſt be done in Time, the 
inſeparable Adjunct of all Actions. % 

AnD therefore having proved that a Pre- 
paration: is neceſſary, I ſhall prove that there 
is a Time neceſſary, for there can be no Duty 


performed, but it muſt be performed, as I 


laid, in ſome Time. | 
For the right ſtating of that therefore, 
| ſhall give you theſe Rules, | 


208. Tir, there i is a Time antecedent to the 
Celebration of this Ordinance 19 be ſet apart 
E 2 for 


— 
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for Preparation unto it. The very Nature 
of the Duty, which we call Preparation, 
doth inevitably include this, that the Time 
for it muſt be antecedent to the great Duty 
of obſerving the Ordinance itſelf. So Mall. 
xxvii. 62, the Evening before the Paſſover 
is called, the Preparation of ' the Pa over, 

Time ſet apart for the Preparation of it. 

2. TRE ſecond Rule is this, That there 
1s 0 particular ſet Time, neither as to the 
Day, or ſeaſon of the Day, as to the begin- 
| or ending of it, that is determined for 
this Duty, in the Scripture: But the Duty 
itſelf being commanded, the Time is left 
unto our 0wn- Prudence, to be regulated 
according to what Duty doth require ; fo 
that you are not to expect that I ſhould 
preciſely determine this or that Time, this 
dor that Day, this or that Hour, ſo long 
or ſo ſhort; for Gop hath left theſe things 
to our Liberty, to be regulated by our own 

Duty and Neceſſity. 
3. TukRE are three Things that will 
greatly guide a Man in the Determination of 
the Time, which is thus left unto his own 
Judgment according to the Apprehenſion of 
his Duty. 

(I.) Tuar be chooſe a ; Time wherein the 
Preparation of it nay probably influence his 
Mind and Spirit in and unio the Ordinance 
#felf,, Perſons may chooſe 'a Time for 
tis when 088 may be ſuch an 


Inter- 
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Interpoſition of worldly Thoughts and Bu- 
ſineſs, between the Preparation and the 
Ordinance, that their Minds may be no 
way influenced by it in the Performance 
and Obſervation of the Duty. The Time 
ought to be /o fixed, that the Duty may leave 
2 Savour upon the Soul unto the Time of 
the Celebration of the Ordinance itſelf, 
whether it be the preceding Day, or whether 
il be the ſame Day. The Work is loft unleſs 
aManendeavours to keep up a Senſe of thoſe 
Impreſſions which he received in that Work. 
(2.) PROovIDENTIAL Occurrences and In- 
limations are great Rules for the chooſing of 
Time and Seaſon for Duties. Paul comes to 
Athens, Adds xvii- and in all Probability he 
intended not to preach immediately upon 
his Journey, He intended to take ſome 
time for his Refreſhment. But obſerving 
| the Wickedneſs of the Place, ver. 16. that 
they were wholly given to Idolatry, and ob- 
ſerving their Altar to the unknown Gov, 
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1 ver. 32. He laid hold of that hint of Provi- 
dence, that Intimation given him by Gop's 
c Providence from theſe-things, and imme- 
| « diately fell upon his Work, which Gop 
bleſſed with great Succeſs. There be a 
* Thouſand. ways, if I may ſo ſay, wherein 
4 an obſerving Chriſtian may find Gop hint- 
* ing and intimating Duties unto him. The 
a Sins of other Men, their Graces,” Mercies, 
i Dangers, may be all unto us Intimations of 


Sv» 2 a 


( 78 ) 

a Seaſon for Duty. Were none of us 
ever ſent to Gop by the outrageous Wick- 
- edneſs of others? By the very Obſervation 
of it? And it is a Sign of a good Spirit 
to turn providential Intimations 1 — Duties. 
The P/almiſt ſpeaks to that Purpoſe, Pal, 
xxxii. 8, 9. I will guide thee by mine Eye, 
faith he. The next Words: are, Be not as 
the Horſe or as the Mule which bath no Under- 
ſtanding, whoſe Mouth muſt be beld in with 
Hit and Bridle, Gop loves a phable Spirit, 
that upon every Look of his Eye will be 
guided to a Duty. But thoſe who are like 
| Horſes and Mules, that muſt be held with 
a ftrong Rein, that will not be turned, till 


Soy puts great Strength to it, are poſſeſſed 


with ſuch a Frame of Spirit which Gon 
approves not. You are left at Liberty to 
_ chooſe a Time, but obſerve any Intimation 
of Providence that may direct to that 
Time. | 
(3.) Be ſure to improve Surpriſes with 
gracious Diſpoſitions, I mean, in the ap- 
proach of ſolemn Ordinances. Sometimes 
the Soul is ſurpriſed with a gracious Diſpo- 
ſition, as in Canticles vi. 12. Or ever I was 
aware, my Soul made me like the Chariots of 
Ammi-nadib. I knew it not, ſaith the 
Church, I was not aware of it, but I found 
my Soul in a ſpecial willing manner drawn 
forth to Communion with Curisr. Is 
Gop pleaſed at any Time to give us ſuch 
gracious 


6 
gracious Surpriſals with an holy Diſpoſition 
to be dealing with him, it will be the 
beſt Seaſon ; let it not be omitted. 

Tuns Things will a little direct us in 

the Determination of the Time for Prepa- 
ration, which is left unto our own Liberty. 

J. Tax care, that the Time deſigned 
and allotted, does - neither too much intrench 
upon the Occaſions of the outward Man, ncr 
pon the Weakneſs of the inward Man. If 
it doth, they will be too hard for us. I 
confeſs, in this general Obſervation which 
Profeſſors are fallen into, and that Cuſtom 
which is in the Obſervation of Duties, there 
is little need to give this Rule. But we are 
not to accommodate our Rule unto «xr Cor- 
ruptions, but unto our Duties; and fo there 
is a double Rule in Scripture fortifies. this 
Rule; the one is that great Rule of our 
Saviour, That Gop will have Mercy and not 
Sacrifice, Where theſe Duties of obſerving 
Sacrifices do ſenfibly intrench upon Duties 
of Mercy, Gop doth not require it ; which 
hath a even unto our outward 
Occaſions. And the other Rule is this,That 
bodily Exerciſe profits little. When we aſ- 
ſign ſo long a Time as wearies out dur 
Spirits, and obſerve; the Time ber be 
Tine, it is bodily Exerciſe; when the vi- 
gour of our Spirits is gone, which is a 
Sacrifice. Gop delights not in. As Jacob 
told Sau, If the Tartle were driven be- 

E 4 yond 


or 


yond their Pace hs weld 15 dunn 
by Experience, that though with ſtrong 
Reſolutions we may engage unto Duties in 
ſuch a manner as may intrench upon theſe 
outward Occaſions, or thoſe. Weakneſſes; 
they will return, and be too hard for us, 
and inſtead. of getting Ground, they will 
drive us off of ours; ſo that there is Pru- 
dence to be required therein. | 

5. LET not the Time alletied be fo Port 
as to be unmeet for the going through "with 
the Duty effettually. Men may be ready to 
turn their private Prayers into. a few Ejacula- 
tions, and going in or out of a Room may 
ſerve them for Preparation for the moſt ſo- 
lemn Ordinance: This hath loſt us the 
Power; the Glory, the Beauty of our Pro- 
feſſion. Never was: Profeſſion. held up to 
more Glory and Beauty, than when Perſons 
. were moſt erat in their Preparation for the 
Duties of their Profeſſion ; nothing will 
ſerve their Turn, but their Souls a 
real and ſuitahle Converſe with Gon as 
unto the Duty that lies before them. 

6. Tur Time of | Preparation is io be eu- 
erciſad and made more ſolemn upon extraor- 
dinary Occa ons. The Intervention of ex- 
traordinary Occafions:muſt add a Solemnity 
to the Time of Preparation, if we intend to 


walk with Gop in a due manner. Theſe 
—— Occalions 1 be 8 to 


C 


three Heads; Particular Sins, Parlicular 
Merciss, Particular Duties. 

Iſt, Is there an Interveniency upon the Con- 
ſcience f any ſpecial Sin, that either the 
Soul hath been really overtaken with, or that 
God is pleaſed to ſet home | afreſh upon 
the Spirit, there is then: an addition to be 
made unto the Time of our Preparation, to 
bring Things to that Iſſue between Gon 
and our Souls, that we may attend upon 


the Ordinance, to hearken what Gop the 


Logp will now ſpeak, and then he will 
ſpeak Peace. This is the firſt principal ex- 
traordinary Interveniency that muſt make an 
Addition to the Time of Preparation for this 
Ordinance. | 

2dly, Tur Intervemences of Mercies. The 
Ordinance | hath the Nature of a Thank- 
offering, and is the great Medium, or Means 


of our returning Praiſe unto Gop, that 


we can make uſe of in this World. And 
then are we truly thankful for a temporal 
Mercy, when it engages our Hearts to 
thank Gop for CHRIST, by whom all Mer- 
cies are bleſſed to us. Hath Gop caſt in 
any ſpecial Mercy, add unto. the ſpecial 
Preparation, that the Heart may be fit to 


bleſs Gop for Him, who is the Fountain 


and Cauſe of all Mercies. 
 3dly, SPECIAL Duties require tbe like. For 
it being the ſolemn Time of aut renewing 


Covenant with Gop, we ſtant u need of a 
E 5 renewal 
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682) 
renewal of Strength from Gop if we intend 
to perform ſpecial Duties; and in our re- 
newing Covenant with Gop, we receive 
that ſpecial Strength for theſe ſpecial Du- 
ties. Won wad i: 
T ESE Rules I have offered you concern- 
ing the Time of this great Duty of Pre- 
paration, which I am ſpeaking unto ; and 
I ſhall add one more, without which you 
will eaſily grant that all the reſt will fall to 
the Ground, and with which Gop will teach 
you all the reſt; and that is, Be ſure you ſet 
apart ſome Time. Iam greatly afraid of Cuſto- 
marineſs in this Matter. Perſons complain 
that in waiting upon God in that Ordinance, 
they do not receive that Entertainment at 
the hand of Gop, that Refreſhment which 
they looked for. They have more Reaſon 
to wonder, that they were not caſt out, as 
thoſe who came without a wedding Garment. 
That is not only required of us, that we 
come with our wedding Garment, which 
every Believer hath, but that we come 
decked with this Garment. : A Man may 
have a Garment that may ſit very ill, very 
unhandſomely, about him. The Bride 
decks herſelf with her Garments for the Bride- 
groom. We are to do ſo for the meeting 
with CHRIS in this Ordinance, to ſtir up all 
the Graces Gop hath beſtowed upon us, that 
we may be decked for Cur1st, There 15 
1 the 
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the Unprofitableneſs under that Ordinance, 
that though Gov has given us the wedding 

| Garment that we are not caſt out, yet we 
take not care to dect ourſelves, that Gop'and 
Cu Iisr may give us refreſhing Entertain- 
ment when we come into his Preſence. Our 
failing herein evidently and apparently wit- 
neſſes to the Faces of moſt Profeſſors, that 
this is the Ground of their Unprofitableneſs 
under that . +80 much for the 
Time. One 
— 1 ſhall now. i. ſpeak a little to 
the Duty itſelf ef Preparation far tbat Ordi- 
nante; remembering what I ſpake before of 
Preparation in general unto all ſolemn Or- 
dinances, which muſt ſtill be ſuppoſed. 
No the Duty may be reduced to theſe 
four Heads, Meditation, Hxaminasion,.— 
Supplication, Expeſtatim. And if 1 miſ- 
take not, they are all given us in one Verſe; 
and though not directly applied to this Or- 
dinance, yet to this among other ways of our 
intimate Communion with Cha: Zech. 
Xit. 10. I will pour upon the Houſe of David, 
and upon ibe Inbabitants of Feruſaltmy the 
Spirit of Grace and Supplication; and they 
ſhall look upon me whom they bave pierced; 
and they ſhall mourn for bim, as one mourn- 
eth for. "bis only Son, and ſhall be in . 
neſs for bim, as one tbat is in Bitterneſs fur bis 
Firſt- born. There is, (i.) Meditation: 7 „ 
ou look * bim; this is no otherwiſe to 
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"be —— but by the Meditation of 
Faith. Our Looking upon Car1sT is by be- 
lieving Meditation. Looking argues tbe f- 
ing of. the Sight; and Meditation is the fixing 
of Faith in its adtings. Looking is a fix- 
ing of the Eyes Faith is the Eye of the 
Soul; and to look is to fix Faith in Medita- 
tion. And there is, (2.) Examination which 
produeeth the Mourning, here mentioned. 
For though it is ſaid, They hall mourn: far 
him; it was not to mourn for his Suffer- 
ings; fot. fo He ſaid, Weep not for: me; 
but to mourn upon the account: of thoſe 
Things wherein they were concerned in his- 
Sufferings, It drings to Repentanece ; which 
is the principal Deſign of this Examination. 
(3.) There is Supplicatian : for there ſhall be 
paured out a Spirit of Grace and Supplica- 
tion. And, (4.) there is Expeti ation which 
is included alſo / in that oe . unto 
CHRIST. ; 
6. ) Tur firſt part — this Duty of Pre-- 
paration conſiſts in Meditation And Medi- 
tation is 4: Dach that by reaſon of the Va- 
nity. of our on Minds, and the Variety of 
Objects which they are apt to fix upon, even 
Believers themſelves do find as great a Dif- 
faulen therein as any. 
ISnALIIL only mention thoſe ſpecial Ob- 
jadts-which our Thoughts are to be fixed: 
upon in this preparatory Duty: And zou 
_ reduce them to the following N 

„ 


CN 


1. Tur principal Object: of Muditation:ini 


our Preparation for this Ordinance, is ibe. 


| borrible Guilt. and Provacation that is in Sin. 


There is a Repreſentation of. the Guilt of 
Sin made in the Croſs of CHRIST. There: 
was a great Repreſentation of it in the Pus: 


niſhment of Angels: A great Repreſenta- 
tion of it is made in the Deſtruction of 


Sodom and Gomorrab; and both theſe are 

ed unto us in a ſpecial manner, 
(2 Pet. ii. 4, 35 6.) to ſet forth the heinous 
Nature of the Guilt: of Sin: But they 
dome very ſhort, nay, give me leave to ſay, 
that Hell it ſeif comes ſhort of 
the Guilt of Sin in compariſon of the Croſt 
of CHRIST. And the Hory Gnosr would 
have us mind it, where he ſaith, He was 
made Sin for us, 2 Cor. v. 44. See what 
comes of Sin, ſaith he, what Demerit, 
what Provocation there is in it; to: ſee the 
Son or 52 praying, crying, trembling, 
bleeding, dying, Go hiding his Face from 
him; the Earth trembling under him s 


Darkneſs round about Hike, — the 


Soul but cry out; O Lon; is this the Ef. 
fect of Sin! Is all this in Sim Here then 
take a view of Sin. Others look on it in 


its Pleaſures and the Advantages of it; 


and cry, is it not a little One ? as Lot of 
Zoar. But look on it in the Croſs of 
Cunlsr, and there: e in Ho 

| | ed 4 Cale ue 


88 — 


= . 
: wall | 
: 1 
11 


| 0 * ES ntl Ee eo es: LOS 


+ 
N 
1 
17 
J 


[ 
0 
. { 
| # 
G 
, } 
N. 
5 
14 1 


— — — 


, 
= 
T o 
. — 5 
* — 1 


* 
— Ow 


* by - 
8 4 ———ů — — — 


(86) | 
Hue. All this 1 is from my Sin, faith the 
contrite Soul. | 
2. THE Purity, the Holineſs and the Gu 
rity 'of God, that would not paſs by Sin, when 
it was charged upon his Son. He ſet bim 
orib (Rom. iii. 2 f.) 10 declare bis Righttouſ- 
refs. As there was a Repreſentation of the 
Guilt of Sin, ſo there was an everlaſting , 
Repreſentation of the Holineſs and Righte- 
neſs of Gop in the Croſs of Jzsus 
| Cunzsr.: He ſpared him not. And may 
the Soul ſay, Is Gop thus holy in his Na- 
ture, thus ſevere in the Execution of his 
Wrath, ſo to puniſh, and ſo to revenge 
Sin, when his Son undertook to anſwer for 
it? How drtadful is this Gop ! How glo- 
rious! What a confuming. Fire It is that 
which will make Sinners in Zion cry, Wbo 
among us "ſhall dwell with the devouring 
Fire; Who among us ſhall dwell with cver- 
_ laſting Burnings ? Ifa. xxxiii. 14. Conſider 
the Holineſs and the Severity of Gop in 
the Croſs of CHRIS TF, and it will make the 
Soul look about him, rap to re im the 
„ W-2 
3. Wovurp' you Ae e Ohe of 
po Meditation in this Matter; let it be 
the infinite Wiſdom and ibe infinite Love «of 
Gop that: found ont "this ow F glorifying 
his Holineſs and Juſtice,” and dealing . with 
Sin according to iis demerit. Gop ſ% loved 
be World (John iii. 16.) as 10 ſend his 42 
fo 


Ce 
begotten” Son. And berein is Love, Love in- 
deed! (1 Jobn v. 10.) that Go ſent bis Son. 
to die for us. And the Apoſtle, Epbeſ. iii. 10. 
lays it upon the manifold, Wiſdom f Gon. 
Bring forth your Faith ; be your Faith 
never ſo weak, never ſo little a reality, do but 
realize it, and do not let common Thoughts 
and Notions take up and poſſeſs your Spirits: 
Here is *#-*glorious Object fur it to work 
| to conſider the infinite Wiſdom and 
Love that found out this Way. It was out 
of Love unſearchable. nd now what 
may not my poor ſinful Soul expect from 
this Love? What Difficulties can I be en- 


tangled in, but this Wiſdom can diſentan- 
can I be 
heal and re- 


gle me? And what Diſtempers 
under, but this Love may 
cover? There is Hope then, ſaith the Soul 
nne for theſe Things 
4. LET the infinite Love of Jzsvs Zl 
bimfalf be alſo at ſuch à Seaſon bad in Re. 
membrance. Gal. ii. 20. bo loved me, and 
gave himſelf for me. Rev. i. 3. Ibo loved 
us, and waſhed HS, in his own Blaod. Phil. 
11. 6, 7 8. Mbo when be was in the Form 
of God, and thought it no Robbery to he equal» 
with God, humbled himſelf, and became obe- 
dient unto Death, even the Death of the yan 
2 Cor. viii. 9. This was the Grace of our 
Lorp Jzsvs Cnxisr, that thougb be was 
rich, yet. for. hour ſakes be became paor, - that. 
ye MO his Poverty might. be rich. . 
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all conquering and all- indearing Love of 
nn sr, is a bleſſed — rr 


for this great Ordinance. — 


5. TmERE #5 the End, what all this came 
4% this Guilt of Sin, this Holineſs of 
Gon, this Wiſdom of Grace; this Love of 
CHRIS NH; what did all this come to? Why 
the Apoſtle: tells us, Col: i. 20. He bath 
made Peace through the Blood of bis Croſs. 
The End of it all was to make Peace be- 
tween Gop and us; and this Un | 
iflued in his Blood, that was able to: do it, 
and nothing eie; yea, that hath done it. 
It is a very hard thing for a Soul to believe 
that there is Peace made with, Gop for 
him and for bis Sin; but really trace it 
through theſe Steps, and it will give a great 
deal of Strength to Faith. Derive it from 
the loweſt, the decpeſt Pit of the Guilt of 
Sin; carry it into the Preſence of the Seve- 
rity of Go, and fo bring it to the Love of 
CHRIS r, and the Iſſne which the Scriptures 


teſtify of all tbeſe 2 Was, to make 


; Peace and Reconciliation, - bara 


Som may ſay that they would willingly 
meditate upon theſe Things, but they cannot 
remember them, they cannot retain them, 


and it would be long work to go through 


and think of them all; and ſuch as pore 

not Strength and Seaſon for- 
TLanſwer, ½, My Intention is 201 70 ur. 
an Jour ä or yOu Practice, 9 70 
1 


69952 
help. your Faith. do not preſcribe theſe 
Things, as all H them neceſſary to be gone 
through in every Duty of Preparation; but 
you all know, they are ſuch as may be uſed, 
every one of them ſingly in the Duty: 
Though, they that would go through: 
them all again and again, * be no loſers 
by it, but will find — that will be 
0 | 
K.. Lzr your i Meditation her 
lated by your peculiar. preſent Condition... 
8 for 7 the Soul is preſſed 
with a Senſe of the Guilt of any Sin, or 
of many Sins; let the preparative Medita- 
tion be fixed upon the Grace of Gon, and 
upon the Love of JAsus CARIST, that are 
ſuited to give Relief unto the Soul in ſuch 
a Condition. Is the: Soul burdened! With 
Senſeleſſneſs of Sin? Doth it not fimd itſalf ſo 
ſenſible af Sin as it would ber but rather, 
that it can entertain /light Tung b of Lin z. 
let Meditation be principally directed unto 
the great Guilt of Sin as repreſented in the 
Death and Croſs of CIS, and to the 
Severity of God as there repreſented. Other 
Things may lay hold upon our carnal At- 
fections, but if this lay not hold upon F ah, 
nothing will. 
1 avs ane Rule more in theſe Medita- 
tions; Doth any thing fall in that doth pe- 


b. eee as cothar regard 


| ( 90 ) 
which you have to Gop ?, Set it down. 
Moſt Chriftians are poor in Experience; they 
have no Stock; they have not laid up any 
thing for 4 deur Far, or a bard Time: 


though they may have had many Tokens 


for good, yet they have forgot them. When 
your Hearts are raiſed by Intercourſe be- 
tween Gop and yourſelves in the Perform- 
ance of this Duty, be at pains 10 /et them 


down for your own uſe; if any thing do 


immediately affect your Spirits, you will 
be no loſer by it; it is as eaſy a way to grow 
rich in ſpiritual Experiences as any I know; —- 


This is the firſt Part of this Duty of Pre- 


aration; whieh with the Rules given may 
conſtantly ſo obſerved, as to be no way 


burdenfome nor weariſome to you; but very - 


much to your Advantage. The other Du- 
ties I ſhall but name, and ſo have done. 

2. THERE is Examination. Examination 
is the word in my Text, and that Duty 
which moſt have commonly ſpoke unto 
that have treated any about Prepa- 

ration for this Ordinance. It reſpects prin- 
cipally two Things, vix. W ird and 
Faith; 


1. Our Examination as 10 Repentance, 


as far as it concerns Preparation unto this 
Duty, may be referred to three Heads, 

. if, Pos call ourſelves to account, whe- 
ther indeed wwe haue habitually that mourning 


we of Spirit upon us — 
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1 
in them who converſe with Gov in the Croſs 
of Jesus CHRIST. They ſhall look \upon 

him whom they have pierced, and mourm.”. 
There is an | habitual mourning frame of 

Spirit required in us, and we may do welt 
to ſearch ourſelves about it, whether it is 
maintained, and kept up or no? Whether 
worldly Security and carnal Joys do not de- 
vour it? For ſpiritual Joys will not do it. 
Spiritual Joys will take off nothing from 
ſpiritual Mourning 3 but worldly Security 
and carnal Joy and Pleafures wil devour | 
that frame of * Spirit. 

24ly, Oux Examination as to Regent: 
ance *eſpedts actual Sins,efpecially as for thoſe 
who have the Privilege and Advantage of 
frequent and ordinary Participation of ©chis 
Ordinance. It reſpects the Surpriſals that 
have befallen us (as there is no Man” 
that doth good and ſinneib noi ſince we re- 
ceived the laſt Pledge of the Love of G 
in the Adminiſtration of that TORT; . 
Friends, let us not be afraid of calling our- 
ſelves to a ſtrict Account. We have to 90 
with him that is greater than we, and 
knoweth all things. Let us not be afraid to 
look into the Book of Conſcienes and Conver- 
ſation, to look over our Surpriſals, our Neg- 
lects, our ſinful Failings and 'Miſcarriages. - 
Theſe Things belong to this Preparation, 
to look over them and mourn over them 
would not be thought to myſelf or 


you 
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you to preſeribe an hard burden in this Duty 
of Preparation. It is nothing but what 
Gop. expects from us, and. — we muſt. 
do if we intend any Communion with him 
in this Ordinance. I may add 

3dly, WHETHER zwe have kept: alive cur 
laſt. received Pledges of the Love of Gon? 
It may be at an Ordinance we have received 
ſome ſpecial Intimations of the good Will 
of , Gop.. It is our Duty to keep them 
alive. in our Spirits; and let us never be 
afraid we ſhall have no room for more. 
The keeping of them makes way for what 
further is to come. Have we loſt ſuch ſen- 
ble Impreſſions, there is then matter for Re- 
pentance and Humiliation- 

2. EXAMINATION a//o concerns Faith; and. 
that in general and in particular. In ge- 
neral: Is not my Heart hypoeritical/? or 
_ dol.really do what in this Qrdinanee I pro- 
1 Which, i is plaeing all my Faith and 
ope- in Insus CHRIST for Life, Mercy, 
Sheen, and fot Peace with Go. And 
in particular, Do I ſtin up and act Faith to 
meet CHRIS Y in this — I ſhall not 
: enlarge upon poke Tas; chat are common- 

ly. ſpoken unto. ; 
(30 Tur third, pan 1 nd 
is Supplication, that is, adding Prayer to this 
Meditation and Examination. Add Prayer, 
which may inlay and digeſt all the reſt in 
N Pray over what we Rave thought 


Dor on, 
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on, Nhat we have corictived; what we have 
apprehended, what we deſire, and what we 
fear; gather all up into Supplications to 

God. 

(4.) THERE belongs unto. this: Duty, 
Expettation alſo; that is, to expect that Gon 
mill en{wer his Promiſe, and meet us ac- 
cording to the Deſire of our Hearts. We 
ſhould look 40 meet Gop, becauſe he hath 
promiſed io meet us therè; and we go upon 
his Promiſe of Grace, expecting he will an- 
ſwer his Word and meet us. Not going 
at all Adventures, as not knowing whether 
we ſhall find him or not; Gop may indeed 
then ſurpriſe us as he did Jacub when he 
appeared unto him, and made him ſay,” Gop 
is in this Place, and 1 knew it t. Rut we 
go where we know God is. Hechath placed 
his Name upon his Ordinances, and there 
he is; go to them with Expectation, and riſe 
from the reſt of the Duties wich this Ex- 
pectation. 

Tris is the Subſtance of what miglithe 
of uſe to ſome in reference unto this Dut 
of Preparation for this great and ſolemn 
Ordinance, which Go p hath graciouſly 
given unto any of you the Privilege to be 
made Partakers of. | 

Have we failed in theſe Things or in 
Things of a like Nature? Let us admire 
the infinite Patience of Gop, that hath 

born with us all this while, that he hath 


ar 
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not eaſt us out of his Houſe, that he hath 
not deprived us of theſe Enjoyments, Which 
he might juſtly have done, when we have 
ſo undervalued them, as far as lay in us, 
and deſpiſed them; when we have had ſo 
little care to make Entertainment for the 
| receiving of the great Gop and our Lox» 
Esus CHRIST, who comes to viſit us in 
this Ordinance.” We may be ready to 
': complain of what outward Concerns, in and 
Om the Worſhip of Gop, ſome have been 
rived of. We have infinite more reaſon 
to admire; that there is any thing left unto 
us, any Name, any Place, any Nail, any 
Remembrance in the Houſe of Gop; con- 
ſidering the Regardleſſneſs which hath been 
upon our Spirits i in our Communion with 
him. Go Away, and ½n no more, leſt a 
-2porſe thing befal us: If there be in any, 
that have not riſen up in a due manner in 
this Duty, any Conviction of the Neceſſity 
and Uſefulneſs of it, God forbid we ſhould 


be found ſinning againſt this Conviction, 
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SHALL ſhew briefly what it is to ob- 
tain a Sacramental Part of Iasus ChRIS T 
in this Ordinance of the Loxp's Supper. 
Ił is a great Myſtery, and great Wiſdom 
and Exerciſe of Faith lie in it, how to ob- 
tain a Participation of CHRIST. When the 
World had loſt an Underſtanding of this 
Myſtery for want of ſpiritual Sight, they 
contrived a means to make it up, that 
ſhould be ea/y on the part of them that did 
partake, and very prodigiaus on the part 
of them that adminiſtered. The Prieſt, 
with a few words, turned the Bread into 
the Body of CunfsT; and the People have 
no more to do but to put it into their 
Mouths, and ſo Cas1sT is partaken of. It 
was the Loſs of the Myſtery of Faith in 
the real Participation of Chxisr, that put 
them on that Invention. * 
EI- 


. 
NEITRHER is there in this Ordinance, 4 
4 Figltte,' a naked Reæpreſentation: hate 
A Dmtbing in the Figure, /omething in the 
Repreſentation, but there is not all in it. 
When the Bread is broken, it is a Figure, 
pee eſentation that the Body f Tyfzisr 
roken for us; and the dure dut 
the Wine is a Figure and Repreſenta- 
tion of the pouring of the Blood of ChRIS, 
or the pouring forth of his Soul unto Death. 
And there are uſeful Meditations that may 
ariſe from thence. But in this Ordinance 
there is a e¹ Eubibirion . "Carer unto 
every- believing Soul. 
1584LL a little enquire into y to lead 
your Faith into a due Exerciſe in it, under 
the Adminiſtration of this Ordinance. 
Nit, Tt Exhibition and Tender 
Cunisr in. bh Ordinance i. diſins from 
the Tender of CariST in the Promiſe of tbe 
"Gyſpel'; as in many other Things, ſo it is 
in this: In the Promiſe of the Goſpel 7h- 
Per ſom of "the FATHER is principally looked 
upon, as propoſing and tendering CHRIS 
unto us: In this Ordinance, CuxtsT ten- 
ders bimſelf, This is my Body; ſaith he; do 
Ibis in Remembranct of me. He makes an 
immediate Tender of himſelf unto a be- 
lieving Soul; and calls our Faith unto a 
ee tothis Grate, 'to' His Love, to his 
| "Readineſs 
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Readineſs to unite, and ſpiritually to incot⸗ 
porate with us. Again, 

Secondly, Ir is a Tender of Carisr, and 
an Exhibition of CHRIS under an eſpecial 
Conſideration ; not in general, but under 
this Conſideration, as he is, as it were, 
newly (fo the word is) ſacrificed , as he is a 
new and-freſh Sacrifice in the great Work 
of reconciling, making Peace with Gop, 
making an End of Sin, doing all that was 
to be done between Gop and Sinners, that 
they might be at peace. 

Cars makes a double Repreſentation | 
of himſelf, as the great Mediator upon his 
Death, and the Oblation and Sacrifice which 
he accomnpliſſied thereby. _. 

He repreſents himfelf unto God in Hea- 
ven, there to do whatever remains to be done 
with Gop on our behalf, by his Interceſſion. 
The Interceſſion of CR Sr is nothing but 
the Preſentation of himſelf unto Gop, upon 
his Oblation and Sacrifice. 

He preſents himſelf unto Gop to do with 
him what remains to be done on our part, 
to procure Mercy and Grace for us. 

He preſents himſelf unto 4s in this Or- 
dinance, to do with us what remains to be 
done on the Part of Gop; and this an- 
ſwers to his Interceſſion above, which is 
the Counterpart of his preſent Mediation, 
£9 fry with us > what remains on the part of 
| An. | r 13 Gob, 
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i). 
Gop, to give out Peace and Mercy in the 
Seal of the Covenant unto our Souls, 
THERE is this ſpecial Exhibition of 
Jzsvs CHRIST, and it is given directly for 
this ſpecial Exerciſe of Faith, that we may 
know how to receive him in this Ordinance. 
1. Wx receive bim as one that hath afually 
accompliſhed the great Work (ſo he tenders 
himſelf) of making Peace with Gop for us; 
for the blotting out of Sins, and for the 
bringing in everlaſting Righteouſneſs. He 
doth not tender himſelf only as one that can 
do theſe things. It is a relief when we have 
an Apprehenſion that ChRIST can do all 
this for us: Nor doth he tender himſelf as 
one that will do theſe things upon any ſuch 
or ſuch Conditions, as ſhall be preſcribed 
unto us. But he tenders himſelf unto our 
Faith, as one that bath done theſe things; 
and as ſuch are we to receive him, if we 
intend to glorify him in this Ordinance; as 
one that hath actually done this, actually 
made Peace for us, actually blotted out our 
Sins, and purchaſed eternal Redemption 
for us. * 2 
BRETHREN, can we receive CHRIS thus ? 
Are we willing to receive him thus? If 
ſo, we may go away and be no more ſor- 
rowful. If we come ſhort herein, we come 
ſhort of that Faith, which is required of 
us in this Ordinance.— Pray let ys endea- 
vour to conſider, how Jzsus CH RISH doth 
1 2g | hereby 
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hereby make a Tender of himſelf unto us, 
as one that hath actually taken away all 
our Sins, and all our Iniquities, that none of 
them ſhall. ever be laid unto our charge: 
And to receive him as ſuch, is to give Glory 
unto him. 
2. H tenders himſelf as one that bath 

done this Work by bis Death; for it is the 
Remembrance of his Death in à peculiar 
manner that we celebrate. What there is 
of Love, what there is of: Efficacy, of 
Power and Comfort in that, what there is 
of Security, I may have occafion another 
time to ſpeak unto you. At preſent this is 
all I would offer ; thatfor the doing of theſe 
great Things, for the doing the greateſt, 
the hardeſt Things that our ur Faith is exer- 
ciſed about, which are the Pardon of our 
Sins, and the Acceptation of our Perſons 
with Gop, for the Accompliſhment hereof, 
he died an accurſed Death; and that Death 
had no Power over him, but the Bands of 
it were looſed ; he roſe from under it, and- 
was acquitted. Let us act Faith on Ixsus 
CHRIST, as one that brings with him Mercy 
and Pardon, as that which was procured 
by his Death, againſt which lies no Excep- 
tion. I could — vs you that nothing was 
too hard for it, that nothing was left to be 
done by it, which we are to receive. 

3. To be made Partakers of bim in this ſa- 

cramental Tender by Jubmitling unto bis Au- 
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thority in his Inſtitutions, by aſſenting untd 
the Truth of his Word in the Promit: 
that he will, be prefent with us, and give 
himſelf unto us, and by approving of that 
glorious Way of making Peace for us, 
Which he hath trodden and gone in, in his 
Sufferings, and in our ſtead: To get a 
view of CHRIST, as tendering himſelf unto 
every one of our Souls in this Ordinance 
of his own Inſtitution, as he who hath per- 
fectly made an end of all Differences be- 
tween Gop and us, and who brings along 
with him all the Mercy and Grace that is 
in the Heart of Gop, and in his Covenant: 
To have ſuch a view of him, and ſo to 
receive him by Faith, that it ſhall be Life 
unto our Souls, is the Way to give Glory 
unto Gop, and to have Peace and Reſt in 
our own Boſoms. | 
44. And laſtiy, In one word, Faith is ſo 
to receive him, as to enable us to ſit down 
at God's Table, as thofe that are the 
Loxkp's Friends; as thoſe that are invited 
to feaſt upon the Sacrifice. The Sacri- 
fice is offered, CHRIST is the Sacri- 
ice, Gop's Pander; 'Gop makes a Feaſt 
upon it, and invites his Friends to ſit down 
rat his Table, there being now no difference 
between him and us. Let us pray that he 
would help us to _—_ K aith 4 to this 
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DISCOURSE VIII 


November 2d, 1673. 


to prepare us for this Ordinance: You 
know it is an Ordinance of calling to Re- 
membrance, Do this in Remembrance of me. 


There was under the Old Teftament but one 


Sacrifice to call any thing to Remembrance 


and Gop puts a Mark upon that Sacrifice, 
as that which was not, as it were, well-- 
pleaſing unto him,. but only what Neceſlity 
did require, and that was the Sacrifice of 
Jealouſy, Numb. v. 13. Saith Gop, There 
ſhall be no Oil in it; (a Token of Peace) 
there ſhall be no Frankincenſe, (that ſhould 
yield a ſweet Savour) for it is a Sacrifice tio 
bring Tniquity to Remembrance: This great 
Ordinance of the Loxp's Supper, is not to 
call Iniquity to Remembrance, but it is 


to call to Remembrance zbe putting an End 


to Iniquity ; Gop will make an End of Sin; 
F 3 255 and. 
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and this Ordinance is our ſolemn Remem- 
brance of it. | 

Now there are ſundry things that we are 
to call to Remembrance. I have done m 
Endeavour to help you to call the Love of 
CarisT to Remembrance. The Loxp I 
traſt hath guided my Thoughts now to 
direct you to call the Syfferings of CHRIST 
unto Remembrance. I know it may be a 
ſuitable Meditation to take up your Minds 
and mine, in and under this Ordinance. 
It is our Duty in this holy Ordinance ſo- 
lemnly to call to Remembrance the Suffer- 
ings of CHRIST. 
15 is ſaid of the Preaching of the Goſpel, 
that Jesvs CHRIST 75 2berem evidently cruci- 
fied before our Eyes, Gal. iii. And if CarisT 
be evidently crucified before our Eyes in he 
Preaching of the Goſpel, CarisT is much 
more evidently crucified before our Eyes in 
the Adminiſtration of this Ordinance; which 
is inſtituted for that very End. And cer- 
tainly, when CaxisrT is crucified before our 
Eyes, we ought deeply to conſider his 
Sufferings. It would be a great Sign of 
an hard and ſenſeleſs Heart in us, if we were 
not willing in ſome meaſure to conſider his 
Sufferings upon ſuch an Occaſion. We are, 
therefore, ſolemnly to remember them. 

WEIL, ſhall T a little mind myſelf and 
you, how we may, and how we ought w 
. Ca 


( 103 ) 

call to Remembrance the Sufferings of 

CHRIST. | 
L!uæx us remember that we ourſelves were 
obnoxious unto theſe Sufferings. The Curſe 
lay doubly upon #5. The original Curſe 
(In the Day that thou eateſt thereof, thou ſhalt 
ſurely die) lay upon us all. The conſequent - 
Curſe, -Curſed be every one who continueth 
not in all things that are written in the Book 
of the Law to th them; that alſo lay upon 
us all; we were under both, the original 
and the conſequent Curſe, We know what 
is in the Curſe, even all the Anger and 
Wrath that a diſpleaſed holy Gop can and 
will inflict upon ſinful Creatures to all Eter- 
nity. In this State. and Condition then, 
all lay upon us, and all muſt lie upon us; 
unleſs we come to have an Intereſt in the 
Sufferings of Curi1sT, there is no Relief 
for us. I will not inſiſt upon calling to 
your Mind, that Heaven and Earth, and 
all Gop's Creation combining together, 
could not have procured Relief for one of 
our Souls. CHRIST, the Son or Gob, of- 
fered himſelf, and ſaid, Lo, I come. In- 
deed it was a good Saying of David, it was 
nobly ſaid, when he ſaw the Angel of the 
Lokp deſtroying the People with a Peſti- 
lence, Lok p, faith he, it is I, and my Fa- 
_ ther's Houſe that have ſinned; but as for 
F 4 _ whoſe 


" * 2 1 N Fr Li 49 ; 
TEE Th] i Sa 1 1 n = = 
TH TILT BD ES CRENCCDVDTRSTT T7 TFT. 
LEST | anne 98 
. il! "yn "= 


| *( - 204 ) | 
theſe Sheep, theſe poor People, bat have 
they done? It was otherwiſe with CHRIST; 
he came in the Place of Sinners, and ſaid, 
Let not theſe poor Sheep die.“ If Gop 
would by Faith give your Souls and mine 
a View of the voluntary Subſtitution of 
Jrsus CHRIST in his Perſon. in our room 
and on our behalf, it would comfort and 
refreſh us. When the Curſe of Gop was 
ready to break forth upon ui Gop accepted 
of this Tender, of this Offer of CHRIST: 
Lo, I come to do thy Will, to be a Sacrifice: 
And what did he do ? Why, faith he, this 
Gop did; then-if he will come, if he will 
do it, let him plainly know how the Caſe 
ſtands; the Curſe is upon them, Wrath is 
upon them, Puniſhment muſt be undergone; 
my FHolineſs, Faithfulneſs, - Righteouſneſs 
and Truth, are all engaged. Yet, [faith 
CHRIST, Lo, I come. Well, what doth Gop 
do? He tells you, 1/a. lin. 6. All we like 
Sheep have gone aſtray, we have turned every 
one ts his own way, and the LorD hath cauſed 
all our Iniquities to meet upon bim. Gop ſo 
far relaxed his own Law, that the Sentence 
Mall not fall upon their Perſans, but upon 
their Subſtilute, one that hath, put himſelf in 
their place and ſtead. Be it ſo; all their 
Iniquities be upon thee; all the Iniquities of 
this Congregation, ſaith Gop, be upon my 
Son JESUS CHRIST, | 

| WELL, 


f (9s; 3); : 
WrrI, what then did he ſuffer ? He ſuf-- 
fered that which anſwered the Juſtice of 
60. He ſuffered hat which anſwered the. 
Law of  Gop.eHe ſuffered that which. 
fully repaired. the Glory of GD. Bre- 
thren, let us encourage ourſelves in the 
Lokxp. If there be any Demands to be 
made of you or me, it muſt be upon the 
account of the Righteouſneſs and Juſtice 
of Gop; org; upon the account. of the 
Law of Gop or, upon the account of the 
Loſs that Gop ſuffered in his Glory by us. 
If the Loxp Jxsus hath come in, and an- + 
ſwered all theſe, we have a good Plea: to 
make in the Preſence of the holy Gop. 
1. H ſuffered all that the Juſtice o 
Go did reguire. Hence it is ſaid, ha 
God ſet him forth to be @ Propitiation through 
Faith in bis Blood, to declare his Righteouſneſs 
for the Forgiveneſs of Sins, Rom. iii. 2 5. And 
you: may obſerve, that the Apoſtle. uſes the 
very ſame Words in reſpect of CHRIST's 
Sufferings, that he uſes in reſpect of the Suf- 
ferings of the damned Angels. Rom. 
vin. 32. Go ſoared bim not. And when 
he would ſpeak. of the Righteouſneſs: of 
Gop in inflicting Puniſhment upon the | 
{inning Angels, he doth it by that very \ 
word, Gop-/pared them not. So that hat- 
ever the Righteouſneſs of Go did: require 
againſt Sinners, CaR1sT therein was not 
ipared. at all, What. Gop required againſt 
TEL F 5 your 
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your Sins and mine, and all his Elect, Gop 
ſpared him in nothing, but he paid the ut- 
moſt Farthing. 

2. Tax Sufferings of CHRIST did anſwer 
the Law of Gop. That makes the next 
Demand of us. The Law is that which 
requires our poor, guilty Souls to Puniſh- 
ment in the Name of the Juſtice of Gop. 
Why, faith the Apoſtle, He hath redeemed 
us from the Curſe of the Law, by being made 

a Curſe for us, Gal. iii. 13. by undergoing 
and ſuffering the Curſe of the Law, he 
redeemed. us from it. 

3. He ſuffered every thing that was re- 
quired to repair and make up ihe Glory of 
Gop, - Better you and J and all the World 
thould periſh, than Gop ſhould be enda- 
maged in his Glory, It is a Truth, and 
hope Gop will bring all our Hearts to ſay, 
CHRIST hath ſuffered to make up that. The 
Obedience that was in the Sufferings of 
CnRIsr, brought more Glory unto Gop, 
than the Diſobedience of Adam, who was the 
Original of 'the Apoſtaſy of the whole 
Creation from Gop, brought Diſhonour 
unto him. That which ſeemed to reflect 

reat Diſhonour upon Gop was, that all 
by Creatures ſhould as one Man fall off 
by Apoſtaſy from him. Gop will have 
his Honour repaired, and it is done by 
the Obedience of CHRIS much more, 
There cometh, I ſay, more Glory to * 
| Y 
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by the Obedience of CHRIST and his Suf- | Wl 
ferings, than there did Diſhonour by the 1 
Diſobedience of Adam; and ſo there comes | 
more Glory by Caris7's Sufferings and | 


Obedience upon the Croſs, than by the 
Sufferings of the Damned for ever. Gop 
loſes no Glory by ſetting Believers free 
from Suffering, becauſe of the Sufferings 
of the Son oF Gop, This was a Fruit of 
eternal Wiſdom. 

Now having thus touched à little upon 
the Sufferings of CuRIST, what ſhall we 
do in a way of Duty? 

(1.) 7 — by baith- econſider truly and 
really this great Subſtitution of Ixsus CHRIST; 
the Juſt ſuffering for the Unjuſt; in our ſtead, 
in our room, undergoing what. we ſhould 
have undergone. The Lord help us to 
admire the infinite Holineſs, Righteouſneſs 
and Truth that is in it: We are not able 
to comprehend theſe things in it; but if 
Gop: enables us to exerciſe Faith upon it, 
we ſhall admire it. Whence is it that the 
Sow of Gop. ſhould. be ſubſtituted in our 
place? Pray remember, that we are now re-- 


preſenting this infinite Effect of divine Wiſ- 4 Wat 

dom in ſubſtituting Jesvs CHRISrH in our 11 

room, to undergo the Wrath and. Curſe of 1 

Goy for us. 8 1 ti 
(2.) LeT us learn from the Creſs of 1741 
 Cruri8T,, what indeed is in our Sins; that l 
when Cnz1$y, the Sox or Gop, in whom. |} Wal 
he was always well pleaſed; that did the: 3 kann 
whole: . 1 
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whole Will of Gop, was in his Boſom from 
all Eternity, came and ſubſtituted himſelf 
in our room, Gop ſpared him not, Let 
not any Sinner under Heaven that is eſ- 
tranged from CHRIST, ever think to be 
ſpared... If Gop would have ſpared any, 
he would have ſpared his only Son. But if 
he will be a Mediator of the Covenant, 
Gop will not ſpare him, hough his 6wn 
Son, We may acquaint you hereafter, 
what it coſt CHRIST to ſtand in the room of 
Sinners. The Loxp from thence give our 
Hearts ſome Senſe of that great Provocation 
that is in Sin, that we may mourn before 
him, when we look upon him whom our 
Sins have pierced. P 7 
( 3.) WIII Gop help us to take a view 
of the Iſue of all this, of the Subſtitution 
of Jesvs CrrisT, placing him in our 
ſtead, putting his Soul in the place of our 
Souls; his Perſon in the place of our Per- 
ſons; of the Commutation of Puniſhment, 
in which the Righteouſneſs, Holineſs and 
Wiſdom of Gop laid that on him which 
was due unto us. What is the Iſſue of all 
this? It is to bring us unto Gop; to Peace 
with Gop, and Acquitment from all our 
Sins; and to make us acceptable with the 
righteous, holy and faithful Gop; to give 
us Boldneſs before him; This is the Iſſue. 
Let, us conſider this Iſſue of the Sufferings 
of CnRIS T, and be thankfu. _ 
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TY is * Table of the Lonn that we are 
invited to draw nigh. unto. Our Logp 
ath a large Heart and bountiful Hand; 
hath made plentiful Proviſion for our Souls 
at this Table; and he faith. unto us by his- 
SPIRIT in his Word, Eat, O my Friends, 
yea drink abundantly. It is that Feaſt that 
God hath provided for Sinners. And there 
are Three ſorts of Sinners chat I would ſpeak 
a word unto, to. ſtir them. up unto. a due 
Exerciſe of Faith in this Ordinance, ac- 
cording as their Condition. doth. -require. 
There are ſuch as are net ſenſible of their 
Sins, ſo as they . ought to be; they know: 


they are not ; they are not able to get their 


Hearts affected with their Sins, as. they de- 
fire, There are ſome that are /- SOT 
and over-preſſed with the Senſe of their Sins, 


that they are ſcarce able to hold up under 


the Weight of them; under the Doubts and 
Fears 
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Fears wherewith they are diſtreſſed. And 


there are Sinners, who are in Enjoyment of 


to have Hearts to improve it in Thankful- 
neſs and Fruitfulneſs, 8-24 

Sou THIN of theſe ſeveral Frames may 
be in us all; yet it may be, one is predo- 


minant, one is chief; one in one, another 


in another; and therefore I will ſpeak a few 
words diſtinctly to them all. 


1. THERE are Sinners, who are Believers, 


who cannot get their Hearts and Spirits af- 
fected with —— as they ou bt, and fo as 
they deſire. There is not à ſadder Com- 
plaint of the Church, as 1 know, in the 
whole Book of Gop, than that I. wi, 17. 


Why haſt thou hardned our Hearts from thy 


Fear? Poor Creatures may come unto. that 
Perplexity through an Apprehenſion: of the 
want of 'a due Senſe of fe Guilt of Sin,. 
as to be ready thus to cry out, Why is it 
thus with me? Why am I fo ſenſeleſs under 
the Guilt of all the Sins that I have con- 

tracted? I have a word of Direction unto 

fuch Perſons. Are there ſuch among us? 
It is a Direction unto Faith to be acting in 
this Ordinance. It is that which we have, 
Secb. Xii. 10. They Hall look unto bim whom 

Ibey haue pierced,, aud mourn. Why, Bre- 
thren, Cnxisr is repreſented unto. us in 


this 
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a © 
this Ordinance, as he was pierced, as' his 
precious Blood was poured out for us. Let 
us act Faith, if Go help us, in two 
Things. 

(1.) Upon the dalorous Sufferings of 
Cnaisr, which are repreſented here unto 
us, Let us take a view of the' Sow of 
Gop under the Curſe of Go. 

(2.) REMEMBER that all theſe Sufferings 
were for us; They ſhall look upon bim whom 


. they baue pierced, and then mourn. The 


acting of Faith upon the Sufferings of 
CHRIST, as one that ſuffered for us, is the 
great Means in this Ordinance to bring 
our Hearts to mourn for Sin indeed. There- 
fore pray, let us beg of Gop, whoever of 
us are in any meaſure under this Frame, 
that our Inſenfibleneſs of the Guilt and 


Burden of Sin may be our great Burden. 


Let us try the Power of Faith in this Ordi- 
nance, by getting our Hearts affected with 
the Sufferings of Cunisr in our behalf. 
Let us bind it to our Hearts and Conſci- 
ences 3 and may the Loxy give a Bleſſing. 

2. THERE are otbers who, it may be, 
are preſſed under tbe 4weight of their Sins 3 
walk mournfully, walk diſconſolately. 1 
know there are ſome ſo, in the Condition 
expreſſed by the Pſalmiſt, Pſal. xlii. 12. In- 
numerable Evils bave compaſſed me about, 
mine Iniquities have taken bold upon me, jo 


than 


1 
| Sham the Hairs of my Head, therefore m 
Heart: faileth me. Some may be in that 
Condition that their Hearts are ready to fail 
them, through the multitude of their Iniqui- 
ties taking hold upon them. What would 
you, direct ſuch unto in this Ordinance ? 
Truly, that which is given. Jobn iii. 14, 15. 
As Meſes lifted up the 2 in the Wilder- 
neſs, even ſo muſt: the Son of” Man be lifted 
up; that whoſeever believeth in him ſhould not 
periſh, but have eternal Life. The Logp 
JesvsCnnisT is lifted: up, as Moſes lifted up 
the Serpent in the Wilderneſs; and. here he 
is lifted up, as bearing all our Sins in his 
own Body upon the Tree. Here is a Re- 
preſentation made unto poor Sinners whoſe 
Hearts are moſt burdened; here is sus 
CHRIST lifted up with all our Sins; upon 
the Tree. Let ſuch a Soul labour to have a 
view of CHRIST as bearing all our Iniqui- 
ties, that believing on him we ſhould not 
periſh, but have Life everlaſting, God 
Hath appointed him to be crucified evidently 
before our Eyes, that every poor Soul that 
is ſtung with Sin, ready to die by Sin, 
ſhould look up unto him, and be healed.; 
and Virtue will. go forth, if we look upon 
him, for by his Stripes aus are bealed.. 
- 3. THERE. may be. ſome that: live in full 
- Satifattion.of the Pardon of. their. Sins, and 
are ſolicitous how their Hearts may be drawn 
forth unto 9 and F — 
5 fa Remember 


—³ 
Remember that place, Rev. i. 3, 6. To bim 

tbat loved us, and waſhed us from our Sins in | 
his own Blood, to him be Glory and Dominion i145 
for #ver and ever; Remember this, that 
whatever your State and Condition be, you 
have here a proper Object for Faith to exer- | 
ciſe itſelf upon; only be not wanting unto 
your own Comfort and Adyantage. 
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DISCOURSE X. 


9 17th, 1674. 


1 * xxviii. 20. 


Teaching them lo obſerve all Things whatſoever 
I have commanded you; and lo, I am witb 
you alway, even unto the End of the World. 


Y the End of the World we are to un- 
derſtand the Conſummation of all 
things; when all Church Work is done, 
and all Church Duties are over; when the 
Time comes that, we ſhall pray no more, 
hear no more, no more adminiſter Ordi- 
nances ; but My then ſaith CurisT, take 
this for your Life and for your Comfort, 
Do what [command . you ſhall have 
my Preſence with you. | 
THERE are three Things whereby CHRIS 
makes good this Promiſe, and is with his 
Church to the End of the World. 

Firſt, By his SeiriT. Wherever, ſaith 
he, two or three are gathered together in my 
Name, there I am in the midſt of them, (Matt. 

Xviit. 20.) by his quickning, .guiding, di- 
recting Spixir, as a SPIRIT of Grace and 
Supplica- 


_ 
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Sypplieation, as a Sp1xIT of Light and 
Holineſs, and as a Spirit of Comfort. 

Secondly, Cnr1sT is preſent with us by bis 
Word. Saith the Apoſtle, Col. iii. 16. Let 
the Word of ChRISTH dwell in you richly, or 
plentifully. And how then? Then, faith he, 
Eph. il. 17. ChRISH dwelleth in us by Faith. 
The Word dwelleth in us plentifully, if 
mixed with Faith; and CHRIST dwelleth in 
us; he is preſent with us by his Word. 

Thirdly, CHRIST is preſent with us in an 
eſpecial manner in this Ordinance. One of 
the greateſt Engines that ever the Devil 
made uſe of to overthrow the Faith of the 

Church, was by forging fuch à Preſence of 
CHRIST as is not truly in this Ordinance, to 
drive us off from looking after that Preſence 
which is true. I look upon it as one of 
the greateſt Engines that ever Hell ſet on 
Work. It is not a corporal Preſence; there 

are innumerable Arguments 1 that ; 

every thing that is in Senſe, Reaſon, and the 

Faith of a Man, overthrows that corporal 

Preſence. But I will remind you of one or 

two Texts wherewith it is inconſiſtent. The 

firſt is that in John xvi. 7, Nevertheleſs, faith 
our Saviour, it is expedient for you that I go 
away; for if I go not away, the Comforter 
will not come unto you. The corporal Pre- 
ſence of CR IST, and the evangelical Pre- 
ſence of the Holy Gnosr, as the Com- 
forter, in the New Teſtament, are inconſiſt- 
ent. 


10 
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zent. I muſt. go away, or the Comforter will 
1 not come. But, He /o went away as to his 
1 Preſence, as to come again. with his bodily 
4 Preſence, as often as the Prieſts call. No, 
11 ſaith Peter, Acts iii. 2 1. The Heavens muſt 
receive him; for how long ? till the Time of 
the Reſtitution of all Things. I go away as 
to my bodily Preſence, or the Comforter | 
will not come; and when He is gone away, 
the Heavens "muſt receive Him until the 
Time of the Reſtitution of all Things, We 


1 muſt not therefore look after ſuch a Pre- 
| ſence. 
a 


III give you a Word or two, what is 

| the Preſence, of CHRIS with us in this Or- 

8 dinance ; what is our Duty; and how we 

4 may meet with CHRIS when he is thus 

preſent with us; which is the Work I have 

in hand. Cn! 18T is preſent in this Ordi- 

nance in an eſpecial manner three ways, by 

Repreſentation, — by . by Ob- 

Jgnation, or Sealing. , 

"I Hz. 75 preſent here by Repreſentation. 

So in a low, ſhadowy way Gop was preſent 

in the Tabernacle, in the Temple, in the 

Ark and  Mercy-Seat ; they had a Repre- 

fentation of his Glory. But CHRIST here 

hath given us a more eminent and clear Re- 

preſentation of himſelf. 1 will name but 
two things: 

| 0 ) 4 


1 WO 
{1.) A Repreſentation of himſelf, as be is: 
the. Food of our Souls. W 
(2.) 4 Repreſentation of himſelf, as he ſuf- 

fered for our Sins. 

THESE are two great ways whereby 
Cur1sT is repreſented as the Food of our 
Souls, in the Matter of the Ordinance; 
and CHRIST as ſuffering for our Sins is re- 
preſented in the Manner of the Ordinance ; 
both by his own Appointment. The Apo- 
{tle faith, Gal. iii. 1. JIEsus CHRISTH was 
evidently crucified before their Eyes. Evi- 
dently crucified, doth not intend particularly 
this Ordinance, but the Preaching of the 
Goſpel, which gave a Delineation, a Pic- 
ture and Image of the Crucifixion of CHRIS 
unto the Faith of Believers. But of all 
things that belong unto the Goſpel, He is 
molt evidently crucified before our Eyes in 
this Ordinance; and it 18 agreed on all hands, 
that Car1sT is repreſented unto the Soul in 
this Ordinance, How ſhall we do this ? 
ſhall we do it by Crucifixes, Pictures and 
Images? No; they are all curſed of that 
Gop who ſaid, Thou ſhalt not make unto thy- 
ſelf any graven Image. But that way by 
which Gop himſelf, and CHa sr himſelf 
hath appointed to repreſent theſe things un- 
to us, that He bleſſes, and makes effectual. 
This way, as I have often ſhewed, is the 

way that was choſen by the Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs of Jzsvs Caurisr ; the Name of 


Gop 
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Goo is upon it; it is bleſſed unto us, and 
will be effectual, if we are not wanting to 
_ ourſelves. , 
II. Cunisr is preſent with us, by way of 
Exhibition ; that is, He doth really tender 
and exhibit himſelf unto the Souls of Be- 
lievers in this Ordinance, which the World 
hath. loft, and knows not what to make of 
it. They exhibit that which they do not 
contain. .. This Bread doth not contain the 
Body of CuR IST, or the Fleſh of Curisr; 
the Cup doth ot contain theBloodof CHRIST, 
but they exbibit them; both do as really 
| exhibit them to Believers, as they partake 
of the outward Signs. Certainly we believe 
that our Lord JESUS CRHRISH doth not in- 
vite us unto this Table for the Bread that 
perijnes, for outward Food; it is to feed our 
Souls. What do we think then? doth He 
invite us unto an empty, painted Feaſt ? do 
we deal ſo with our Frjzends? Here is 
ſomething really exhibited by Ixsus CHRIST 
unto us, to receive, beſides the outward 
Pledges of Bread and Wine. We muſt not 
think the Loxp Jesus CHRIS deludes our 
Souls with empty Shews and Appearances. 
That which is exhibited is HIMSELr, it is 
| his Fleſh as Meat indeed, and his Blood as 
Drink indeed; it is Himſelf as broken and 
crucified, that he exhibits unto us. And 
it is the Fault and Sin of every one of us if 
we do not receive Him this Day, when an 
Exhibition 
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Exhibition and Tender is made unto us, as 

here by way of Food. To what End do 

uwe receive it? truly we receive it for theſe 
two Ends, for nenn for Non »-v 

ment. 

(i.) Wu receive our Food, that it may 
incorporate and turn into Blood and Spirits, 
that it may become one with us; and when 
we have ſo done, 

(2.) Oux End and Deſign is, that wwe 
may be nouriſhed, Nature 1 com- 
forted and ſupported, and we enabled for 
the Duties of Life. 

CHRIST doth exhibit himſelf unto our 
Souls, if we are not wanting unto ourſelves, 
for theſe two Things, Incorporation and 
Nouriſhment ; to be received into Union, 
and to give Strength unto our Souls, 

III. Cnaisr is preſent in this Ordinance by 
way of Objignation : He comes here 10 8 
the Covenant; and therefore the Cup is 
called, the New Teſtament in the Blood of 
CARISs TH; How in the Blood of Cars ? 
It is the New: Covenant that was ſealed, 
ratified, confirmed and made ſo ſtable as 
you have heard, by the Blood of IEsus 
Car1sT. For from the Foundation of the 
World, no Covenant was ever intended to 
be eſtabliſhed, but it was confirmed by Blood; 
and this Covenant is confirmed by ## Blood 
" en and he comes and ſeals: the 
Covenant 
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Covenant with his own Blood in the Ad- 
miniſtration of this OrdinanceQ. 
ä WII, if JIEsus CHRIST be thus preſent 
= by way of Repreſentation, Exbibilion and Ob- 
fignation, what is required of us that we 
may meet Him, and be preſent with Him? 
For it is not our meer coming hither that is 
a meeting with ChRISTHHB; it is a Work of 
Faith: and there are three Ad, of Faith 
whereby we may be. preſent with CHRIST, 
who is thus preſent with us. 
| I. Tux firſt is by Recognition, anſwering 
his Repreſentation. As CHRIST in this Or- 
dinance doth repreſent his Death unto us, 
ſo we are to remember it, and call it over. 
„ Pray conſider how Things were done for- 
merly in reference unto it. The Paſchal 
Lamb was an Ordinance far Remembrance; 
it is a Night ig be bad in Remembrance; | 
and this they ſnould · do for a Remembrance; 
and it was to be eaten witk bitter Herbs: | 
There was once a Lear a Feaſt wherein all t 
the Sins, Iniquities and Tranſgreſſions of c 
"I 
f 


the Children of Vael were called to Re- 
membrance; and it was to be done by great- 
| ly afflicting of their Souls. If we intend to L 
|  calltoRemembrance the Death of CHRIST, I 
a wie may do well to do it with ſome. bitier I 
| | Herbs; there ſhould be ſome Remembrance n 
1 of Sin with it, ſome brokenneſs of Heart for y 
| | Sin, with reſpect to Him who was pierced a 
| and broken for us. Our Work is to call re 
3 over 
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over and ſhew forth the Death of Cuntsr; 
Pray, Brethren, let us a little conſider, whe= 

cher our Hearts be ſuitably affected with re- 
ſpect to our Sins whigh were upon IEsus 
CHRIST when he died for us, or no; left 
we draw nigh unto him with the outward 
bodily Preſence, when our Hearts are fat 
from him. n tag nc 
2. IrCunisy be preſent with us þy way 
of Eubibition, we ought to be preſent by way 
of Admiſſion, It will not advantage you or 
me that CR ist tenders himſelf unto us, 
unleſs we receive him, This is the great 
Work 3 herein lies the main Work upon 
all the Members of the Church. When we 
are to diſpenſe the Word, the firſt Work 
lies upon Miniſters ; and when the Work is, 
ſufficiently diſcharged, they will be a good 
Savour unto Gop in them that believe, and 
in them that periſh : But in this Ordinance, 
the main Work lies upon yourſelves. If in 
the Name of Cukisr we make a Tender 
of him unto you, and he be not actually 

received, there is but half the Work done; 
ſo that you are in a peculiar Manner to ſtir 
up yourſelves, as having a more eſpecial 
Intereſt in this Duty, than in any other 
Duty of the Church whatſoever, and you 
may take a better Meaſure of yourſelves by 
your acting in this Duty, than of us by our 
acting in the Miniſtry. Let CHRIST be 
received into your Hearts by Faith ant 
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Love upon this particular Tender that he 
aſſuredly makes in this Ordinance of him- 
ſelf unto you; for, as I ſaid, he hath not 
invited you unto ag empty painted Feaſt 
or Table. "+" 

3. Know what you come to meet him 
for, which is, to ſeal the Covenant; ſolemn- 
ly to take upon yourſelves again the Per- 
formance. of your Part of the Covenant. 1 
hope I ſpeak in a deep Senſe of the Thing 
itſelf, and that which I have much thought 
of. This is that which ruins the World, 
the hearing that Gop hath made a Cove- 
nant. of Grace and Mercy, it is preached to 
them, and declared unto them, and they 
think to be ſaved by this Covenant, though 
they themſelves do not perform what the 
Covenant requires on their Part. What 

eat and glorious Words do we f in 
I Covenant, that Gon gives himſelf over 
unto. us to be our GOD! Brethren, there is 
our giving ourſelves unto Gor (to anſwer 
this) univerſally and abſolutely. If we give 
ourſelves unto the World, and to our Luſts, 
and to Self, we are not to expect any Bene- 
fit by Gop's Covenant of Grace, If it be 
not made up by our ſealing of the Covenant 
of Grace, or by an univerſal Reſignation of 
ourſelves in all that we are and do unto 
him, we do not meet JIxsus ChRIST; we 
diſappoint him when he comes to ſeal the 
Covenant. Where is this People, faith 


CHRIST, 


. 
'Carisr, that would enter into Covenant 
with me? Let it be in our Hearts to ſee 
him ſeal the Covenant of Grace as repre- 
ſented in this Ordinance; and to take upon 
* ourſelves the Perfotmance of what is re- 
uired of us, by an univerſal [ giving up our- 
elves unto Goo. 
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DISCOURSE XI. 


b Auguſt gth, 1674. 


" SHALL now produce ſome few Places of 

| Scripture, one eſpecially, that may ad- 
miniſter occaſion unto you for the Exerciſe 

of Faith, the great Duty required of us at 
this Time. You may do well to think of 
theſe Words of the Prophet concerning 
Jzsvs CHRIST, concerning his Sufferings 
and Death, which we are here gathered to- 
gether in his Name to remember, They 
are, | | 


A ki i 11. 


He ſhall ſee of the Travail F bis Soul, and 
Hall be FINE. * 


THERE are two Things that the 
Holy Ghost minds us of in theſe Words: 
Hirſt, THAT Jesus CHRIST was in 4 
great Travail of Soul to bring forth the Re- 
demption and Salvation of the Church. 
Secondly, Hz minds us that Jesvs CHRIST 
was fatisfied, and much rejoiced in the Con- 
Tideration of the Effects and Fruits of the 
Travail of his Soul. 


I SHALL 


61259) 

I SHAIT ſpeak a Word to both, and a 
Word to ſhow. you how both theſe things 
are called over in this Ordinance, both the 
Travail of the Soul of Cattsr, and his Sa- 
tisfaction in the Fruit of that Travail. 


Firſt, CnRisr was in a great Travail of 


Soul to bring forth the Redemption and Sal- 
vation of 1 Church, It was a great Work 
that CRRISTH had to do. It is uſually ſaid, 

we are not ſaved as the World was Agar iy 
by a Word; but there was Travail in it; it 
is the Word whereby the bringing forth of 
Children into the World is exprefſed ; the 
Travail of a Woman; and there are three 
Things in that Travail, an Agony of Mind, 
eo Otter ying for Help, — and Fenſe of Pain; 


all theſe Things were in the Travail of the 


Soul of Caur1isT. I will name the Serip- 
tures to call them to your remembrance. . 
(1.) Hz was in an Agony, Luke xxii. 44. 
An Agony is an unexpreſſible Conflict of 
Mind about things dreadful and terrible. 
So it was with ChRIST. No Heart can 
conceive, much leſs can Tongue expreſs the 
Conflict that was in the Soul of FesUsCnr1srT 


with the Wrath of Gop, the Curſe of the 
Law, the Pains of Hell and Death, that 
ſtood before him in this Work ink our 250 


demption. There was an Agon 
(2.) TER was an Outery 


Heb. v. 7. Who in the Days ng for Fleſh $92 


fered up Prayers and Supplications with ſtrong 
G 3 Crying 
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( 166.) 
Crying and Tears unto him that was able to 
fave bim. Such is the Outcry of a Perſon 
in Travail, crying out unto them that are 
able to ſave them, So it was with Ixsus 
Cnz1sT when he was in the Travail of his 
Soul about our Salvation. He made theſe 
ſtrong Cries unto Gop, to him that Was 
able to ſave him. 
3.) TrzrE was Paws is, which i is the 
laſt Thing in Travail; ſo that He complain- 
ed that be Pais of Hell had taken hold up- 
on him. Whatever Pain there was in the 
Curſe of the Law, in the Wrath of Gop ; 
whatever the Juſtice of Gop did ever de- 
ſign to inflict upon Sinners was then upon 
the Soul of Jesus CHRISTͤH] ſo that he was 
in Travail, That is the firſt Thing I would 
mind you of; that in the bringing forth the 
Work of our Redemption and Salvation, 
the Lon Jxsvs was in Travail. 
Secondly, Ir was a Satisfaction, a Rejoic- 
ing unto the Lox D Jzsus CHRIST, to con- 
ſider the Fruits and Effects of this Travail 
of his Soul, which Gon. had promiſed he 
ſhould ſee. Hie was fatisfied in the Pro- 
ſpect he had of the Fruit of the Travail of 
his Soul. So the Apoſtle tells us, Heb. xii. 
2. That, for the Joy that was ſet. before him, 
which was the Joy of bringing us unto Gop, 
of being the Captain of Salvation unto them 
on ſhould obe 7 him, he endured the Croſs 


and 


| ( mA F 
and deſpiſed the Shame; He went through 
all with a Proſpect he had of the Fruit of 
his Travail; there would Joy come out of 
it; the Joy that was ſet before him; as he 
ſpeaks Pſal. xvi. 6. where Gop preſents un- 
to him what he ſhall have by this Travail, 
what he ſhall get by it; ſaith he, The Lines 
are fallen unio me in a pleaſant Place, yea I 

. have a goodly Heritage. It is the Satisfac - 
tion that IEsus CHRIST (who is there ſpo- 
ken of only in that P/alm ) takes in the Fruit 
of the Travail of his Soul; He is content- 
ed with it. He doth not do as Hiram, Who 
when Solomon gave him the twenty Cities in 
the Land of Galilee, calls them, Cabul, they 
were dirty, and they diſpleaſed bim, 1 Kings 
ix. 11, Sc. No; but the Lines are fallen 
unto me in a pleaſant Place; He rejoiced in 
his Travail. It is expreſſed, in my Appre-- 

henſion, to the height in Jer. xxxi. 23, 26. 
J have ſatiated ibe tocary Soul, and I have 
repleniſhed every ſorrowful Soul. What fel- 
lows ? Upon ibis I awaked, and beheld, and 
my Sleep was fweet unto me. They are the 
Words of - Jesvs Cayri3sT ; and he ſpeaks 
concerning his Death, wherein he was as 
alleep in the Grave. Now conſider what 
was the Effect and Fruit of it? It was ſweet 
unto Jzsvs Car1sT after all the Travail of 
his Soul, that he had /atiated ihe weary Soul, | 
and repleniſhed _—_  forrowful Soul. 
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A 
Is oné word, both theſe Things, the 
Travail of the Soul of CRI, and the Sa- 
tisfaction he took in the Fruit of his Tra- 
vail, are repreſented unto us in this Ordi- 
Tux is the Travail of the Soul of 
na ist to us in the manner of the Partici- 
päation of this Ordinance, in the breaking of 
the Bread, and in the pouring out of the 
Wine, repreſenting unto us the breaking of 
the Body of CHRIST, the ſhedding of his 
Blood, and the Separation of the one from 
the other, which was the Cauſe of his Death. 
Now though theſe were outward things in 
CHRIST (becauſe the Travail of his Soul 
cannot · de repreſented by any outward things, 
wherein the great Work of our Redemption 
lay) we are in this Ordinance to be led 
through theſe outward things to the Travail 
of the Soul of CHRIST : we are not to reſt 
in the meer outward Act or Acts of the 
breaking of the Body of ChRISr, and pour- 
ing out of his Blood, the Separation of the 
one from the other, and of his Death there. 
by, but through all them we are to enquire, 
What is under them? There was Cux1sT'S 
making his Soul an Offering for Sin; there 
 wasCnr1s7's being made a Curſe under them, 
'Cxrrs7's Travail of Soul in an Agony to 
bring forth the-Redemption and Salvation 


: 


o 
» : 


þ BRETHREN, 


J 

BR ETA, let us be able by Faith not 
only to look through theſe outward Signs to 
that which makes the Repreſentation itſelf 
unto us, the Body and Blood of CHRIST. 
but even with them and through them in 
the Travail of the Soul of CHR; the 
Work that he was doing between Gob and 
himſelf for the Rede = of the Church. 
Arp here is alſo a ntation made 
unto us of that Satisfattion the Soul 'of 
Curis7 received in the Fruit of his Tra- 
vail, having appointed it in a partieular man- 
ner to be done in Remembrance of Him. 
No Man will ue a Remembrance of 
that which he it in. When 
Job had no more delight in is Life, he de- 
fired that the Time of his Birth ne- 
ver be remembered. When Go ht 
the Children of 1/7ael out of Egypt, whore- 
by he exalted his Glory, he appointed a 
Paſſover, and ſaid, It was a Day greatly to 
be remembered; becauſe the People had a great 
Deliverance, and Gon received Glory 
and great Satisfaction, therefore it᷑ was great- 
ly to be remembered. We are to celebrate 
this Ordinance in remembrance of CHRIST, 
and therefore there is a Repreſentation of 
that Satisfaction which Jzsvs CHRIST did 
receive in the Travail of his Soul, ſo that 
he never repented him of one Groan, of one 
Sich, of one Tear, of one Prayer, of one 
4 G 5 Wreſtling 


ya 130 ) 
Wreſtling with the Wrath of Go. It 1 is 
matter of. rejoicing and to be remembered; 
and do you n in the Remembrance of 
Ait. 1 21 n 
Aceh: It is: apparent from henoe, be- 
cauſe this Ordinance. is in an eſpecial, man- 
ner an Ordinance of Thankſgiving ; the Bread 
that is bleſſed, or which we give Thanks 
for; the Cup which is bleſſed: CHRIST 
gave Thanks. Now if hereby we give 
Thanks, it is to call to remembrance, not 
meerly che Travail of CHRIST's Soul, but 
the Succeſs of that Travail; bereby ali Dif. 
ferences. were made up between Gop and 
us; hereby Grace and Glory were purchaſ- 
ed for us, and he became the Captain of 
Salvation unto us. 
Io ſhut up all, de is by Cansr? s In- 
ſtitution Bread and Wige provided for us ; 
but it is Bread broken and Wine poured out. 
There are two Things in it, there is the week 
part that is CRIST's, there is the nouriſbing 
por that is given unto us: the LogpCHrI1sT 
hath choſen by this Ordinance to repreſent 
HhBauimſelf by — Things that are the Staff 
of our Lives; they comprize the whole 
Nouriſhment and Suſtenance of our Bodies. 
He hath ſo choſen to repreſent them by 
breaking and pouring out, that ſhall ſignify 
his Sufferings 3. here are both, as the Bread 
1s broken, 9 as the Wine is poured out, 
there 


( 131 ) | 
there is the Repreſentation of the Travail of 
the Soul of CHRIS to us: As Bread is re- 
© ceived, and the Cup, which is the Means 

of the Nouriſhment of Man's Life, here is 
the Fruit of CArxisT's Death exhibited unto 
us, and his Sufferings. The Loxp help 
us to look into the Satisfaction that CayrisT 
received fr this, that we may be Par- 
takers of the one and the other. 
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DIScOURSE XII 
Ptbruary 2 1ſt, f. 


160 l i e ore 

E are met here to remember, to ce- 
lebrate and ſet forth the Death of 
CRIST, to profeſs and plead our Intereſt 
therein, And there are two Things that 
we ſhould principally conſider in reference 
to ourſelves, and our Duty, and the Death 
of CHRIST. The firſt is, The-Benefits of it, 
and our Participation of them, And the 
ſecond is, our Conformity unto it; both are 
mentioned together by the Apoſtle in 


That I may know him, and the Power of bis 
Reſurrettion, and the Fellowſhip of his &. 7 
ferings, being made conformable unto bis 
Death. 5 | 


I SHALL ſpeak a Word or two (up- 
on this occaſion of remembring the Death 
of CHRIST) unto the latter Clauſe, of our 
being made conformable unto his Death, where- 
in a very great Part of our due Preparation 
unto this Ordinance doth conſiſt ; and al 
1 : the 


13 
the furtherance whereof wie do in an 
manner wait upon Gop in this part of his 
Worſtip. Therefore I ſhall in a few Words 
mind you wherein we oughit to be conform - 
able unto the Death of Curr; and ho 
we are advantaged therein by this Ordi- 
Hance. 

Ws are to be conformable unto the Death 
of Cun ist, in the internal, moral Cauſe 9 75 ity, 
and in the external Means of it. 

Tu Cauſe of the Death of Carer, = 

Sin. The Means of the Death of CnnISr, 
was Suffering. Our being conformable unto 
cn of Cuxisr, mult reſpect Sin and 

| Tur procuring | Cauſs of the Death of 

Cunlsr was Sin, He died for Sin; He 

died for our Sin; our Iniquities were 
him, and were the Cauſe of all the Puniſh» £ 

j ment that befel him. 

WHEREIN can we be conformable. unts 
the Death of CHRIS with reſpect unto Sin? 

We cannot die for Sin. Our Hope and 
Faith is, in arid through him; that we ſhall 
never die for Sin. No mortal Man can be 

made like unto CHRIST in ſuffering for Sin, 
Thoſe that undergo what he underwent, be- 
cauſe they were unlike him, muſt go to'Hell 
and be made more unlike him to Eternity. 

Therefore the Apoſtle tells us, that our Con- 
formity unto the Death of CHRIST with re- 


ſpect unto Sin lies in this, That as He died 
for 
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for. Sin, ſo we ſhould die amo Sin; that; 
that Sin which he died for, ſhould die in 
us. He tells us ſo, Rom. vi. 5. We are plants 
ed tageiber in the litene of his Death; we are 
made conformable unto the Death of 
CnxisT, planted into him, ſo as to have a 
likeneſs to him in his Death. V berein? 
Knowing that our old Man is crucified with 
him, ſaith he, ver: 6. It is the Crucifixion 
of the old Man, the crucifying of the Body 
of Sin, the mortifying of Sin, that makes 
us conformable unto the Death of CHRIST 
as to the internal moral Cauſe of it, that 
procures it. See another Apoſtle tells us, 

1 Pet. iv. 1, 2. Foraſmuch then as Chriſt bath 
Juffered for us inthe Fleſh, arm your ſelves 
likewiſe with the ſame Mind; for be that bath 
fuffered in the Fleſh, bath ceaſed from Sin , 
that be no longer ſhould live the reſt of bis Time 
in the Fleſh to the Luſts of Men, but to the 
Hall of God. Here is our Conformity to 
CHRIS, as he-. ſuffered in the Fleſh; that 
we ſhould no longer-live to our Luſts, nor 
unto. the Will of Man, but unto the Will 
of Gop. ' And, Brethren, let me tell you, 
he who approacheth unto this Remembrance 
of the Death of CarisT, that hath not la- 
boured, that doth not labour for Conformity 
to his Death in the univerſal Mortification 
of all Sin, runs a Hazard to his Soul, and 
puts an Affront upon JEsus CHRIST. O 
let none of us come in a way of n. | 
—_ 


61386) 

neſs to remember the Deathof Jesvs CR IST, 
and bring along with us the Murderer where- 
by he Was lain. To harbour with us, and 
bring along with us to the Death of ChRisr, 
unmortified Luſts and Corruptions, ſuch as 
we do not continually and ſincerely endea- 
vour to kill and mortify, is to come and 
upbraid CHRIS r with his Murderer, inſtead 
of obtaining any ſpiritual nen wag 
can ſuch poor Souls e 2 

To be conformable unto the Death: of 
Cuxls r as: to the outward Means, is to 
be conformable unto him in Suffering. We 
here remember CnRIS's And 
I am perſuaded, and hope I have conſider- 
ed it, that he who is unready to be conform 
able unto CHRIS in Suffering, was never 
upright and ſincere in endeavouring to be 
conformable unto CHRIST in the killing of 
Sin; for we are called as much to the one 
as to the other. CHRIS H hath ſuffered for 
us, leaving us an Example, that we ſhould 
alſo ſuffer when we are called thereunto; 
And our unwillingneſs to ſuffer like unto 
CHRIST ariſes from ſome unmortified Cor- 
ruption in our Hearts, which we have not 
endeavoured to ſubdue, that we may be like 
unto ChRISA in the Mortification and Death 
of Sin. 
Tuenx are four Thivgs pion that we 
may be conformable unto the Death of 
Cuz1sT. in Suffering; for we may fois, 


6136 
our yet not be like unte Chir! in it nor 
by it. 

18. Tun firſts, Tas ue ſuffer Counts ST, 

1 Pet. iv. 15, 16. Let none ſuſfer at a Mur- 
dorery or as-a'Thief, or as an evil Dier, &c. 
. but if un Mun ſa fer as a Chriſtian, tee him 
#61 bornſbamed; To ſuffer as 4 Chriftian is 
to ſuſſer fo CnRIiSr; for the Name of 
nns ; for: the Truths of CHRIST; for 
the Ways n Omer 4 for the Worltip of 
2. ai That we ars the 
rare of Cms that we do not ſuffer 
of our own Will, our own 
—— our own Reſolutions; but that we 
fuſſer, I ſay, in the Strength of CRAIST. 
When we ſuſſer aright, ir is given unto us in 
#þe debalf of Chnisr, not only to believe on 
_ put 10 ſuffer for bim. As all other 
Graces are to be derived from CHRIST, as 
our Head and Root, Stock and Founda- 
tion; ſo in particular that Grace which ena- 
bles us to ſuffer for CRRIS H, muſt be from 
him. And we do well to conſider whether 
i be fo or no; for if it be not, all our Suf- 
ferinps are loft, and not acceptable to him. 
It is a Sacrifice without Salt, yea without an 

Heart, that will not be accepted. 

3. Ir is required, That we ſuffer in 
Imitation of CnRIST, as making him our 
Example. We are not to take up the Croſs 
* with deſign to follow CHRIST. Take 


up 


( 7. | 
up the Croſs, is but half the Command'z 
Take up the Croſs and follew-me, is the whole 
Command; and we are to ſuffer co 
and chearfully, or we are the moſt un 
Jesus CHRIS in our Sufferings of any Per- 
ſons in the World. CnRIST was willi 
and chearful, Lo, I come to do thy V; 
have a' Baptiſm to be baptized with, and hom 
am I ftraithed till it be actompliſhed ? ſaith 
he. And, | F 

4. WE are lo ſuffer to the Glory of 
CHRIST. Theſe are Things wherein we 
ought to endeavour Conformity to theDeath 
of CARIST, that we now remember. T 
pray, let none of us truſt to the outward 
Ordinance, the Performante of the outward 
Duty. If theſe Things be not in us, we do 
not remember the Loxp's Death in a right 
ccc 

How may we attain Strength and Abt; 
lity from this Ordinance to be made con- 
formable to his Death? That we may not 
come and remember the Death of CHRIST, 


and go away and be more unlike him that 


formerly? ; ABI OED 

TukRE is Power to this End communi- 
cated to us, dofFrinally, morally, and ſpiri- 
dean m g 

TuxRxE is no ſuch Sermon to teach Mor- 
tification-of Sin, as the Commemoration of 
the Death of CHRIST. It is the greateſt 
outward Inſtruction unto this Duty that Gop 


bath 
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hath left unto his Church; and I am per- 
ſuaded Which he doth moſt bleſs. to them 
who are lincere. Do we ſee CuRIS T emi- 
nently crucified before our Eyes; his Body 
broken, his Blood ſhed for Sin, and is it 
not of powerful Inſtruction to us, to go on 
to mortify Sin? - He that hath not learned. 
this, never learned any thing aright from. 
this-Ordinance, nor did. he ever receive any 
Benefit from it. There is a conſtraining, 
Power in this Inſtruction to put us upon the 
Mortification of Sin; Gop grant we may 
ſee the Fruit of it. It hath a teaching Ei- 
cacy; it teaches, as it is peculiarly bleſſed 
of  Gop to this End and Purpoſe. - And I 
hope many a Soul can ſay, that they have 
received that Encouragement, - and that 
Strength by it, as that they have been ena- 
bled to more Steadineſs and Conſtancy in 
fighting againſt Sin, and have received more 
N eee 1345 
. THyRE is a moral way whereby it com- 
municates Strength to us; becauſe it is our 
Duty not to engage ourſelves unto this very 
Work, meeting at the Death of CHR Is, it 
is our Duty to engage ourſelves unto Gop, 
and that gives Strength. And I would beg 
of you all, Brethren, that not one of us would 
aſs through. or go over this Ordinance, this 
He foro of the Death of ChRisr, 
without a freſh-Qbligation to Gon to abide 
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more conſtant and vigorous in the Moxti 
cation of Sin; we all ya Ws l 

An» laſtly, A ſpiritual — 
by Faith, is the means to. change us into the 
Image and Likeneſs of CST. Beholding 
the Death of CaxrisT by Faith as repreſent- 
ed to us in this Ordinance, is the means to 

change us into his Image and Likeneſs, and 
make us conformable unto his Death, in 
the Death of Sin in us. 

(i.) Taxx this Inſtruction from the Or- 
dinance, as you believe in ChRIST, as you 
love Him, as you deſire to remember Him, 
Sin ought to be mortiſſed that we may be con. 
formed unto Him in his Death. 5 

(2.) THAT we do every one of us bring 
our Souls under an Engagement ſo 10 do, 
which is required of us in the very Nature 
of the Duty. l 

(3.) Tnar we labour by Faith 72 to be- 
hold a dying CHRIS, that Strength may 
thence iſſue forth for the Death of Sin in our 


Souls, 
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on ſomething. particular that may draw 
orth and guide preſent Meditation; but J 
all at preſent enter on what may be far- 
ther carried on, and ſpeak a little to you 
about the Nature and Uſe of the Ordinance 
Hel, in which, it may be, ſome of us (for 
re are of all Degrees and Sizes of Know- 
ledge in the Church) may not be ſo well 
inſtructed. Gop has taught us, that the 
uſing of an Ordinance will not be of Advan- 
ge to us, unleſs we underſtand the Inſti- 
tion, and the Nature and the Ends of it. 
t was ſo under the Old Teſtament, when 
their Worſhip was more carnal, yet Goo 
would have them to know the Nature and 
the Reaſon of that great Ordinance of he 
Paſſuver, as you may ſee in Exodus xii. 
24-—27. And ye fhallobſerve this Thing for 
an Ordinance ts ibet and to thy Sons for ever. 
And it ſhall come to paſs, when ye be come to 
the Land which the Lord will give you accord- 
ing as be has promiſed, that ye ſhall keep this 


Cervice,' And it ſpall come to paſs, when your 


Children 


HAVE generally on this Occafion fixed 


5 


{ 4441 )) 

Children. unto you, What mean you 
2 this — 42 ye" Pall Jay," It is the 
Sqzrifice.of the Lord's Pafſoner, c. \Carty 
jd with you the {yſtilution: it is be Or- 
dinauce of GO, g Hall keep tbis Seruice: 
Then you muſt (age Meaning of it, 


which is diu, it ig tbe: Lord's Paſſouerʒ and 


the Occafion.of the Inſtitutiom was: this, /be 
Lord paſſed over nur Hou ſes when be Note 
the Egyptians, and delivered us out ef Egypt. 
There is a great Myſtery in that Word, i 
is the Sacrifice of ibe Lords Paſſouer: their 
Deliverance wWas by he Blood af a Sacrifice; 
it was a Sacrifice which made them look to 
the great Sacrifice, CMAISY eur Paſſover, 
who was ſacrificed for us. And there is a 
myſtical 1 it ts the Lord's Paſſ- 
over. ſays he; it is a Nedge and of 
che Loans paſſing over, and ſparing the 
Maalites, for it was nat ef the Lob p's 
Haſſover. Cxrz 25T ſays, hi ds my Body, 
that is, a Pledge and Token of it. Under 
the Old Teſtament God vould not have 


his People: to obſerve this great Service and 
Ordinance, but they know ib Rea- 


Jan vf it, and tho End and NRiſe of it, that 

it might bea Service of Faitk. 
AlL theſe: Things are clearly com 

in reference unto this Ordinance of the 

Lonp' 8. e. * Nr nes che 
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1 Con. Al. 23, 4% A 86. 


Fur 1 have received of the Lord that which 
alſo I delivered unto you, that the Log 
Jesvs, the ſame Night in which be was 
betrayed, took Bread. And when he had 

given Thanks be brake it; and ſaid,” Take, 
eat, this is my Body which is broken for 
vo ——ů—ů—— er 
the ſame manner alſo he took the Cup when 
be bad ſupped, ſaying, This Cup is the New 

. Teſtament in my Blood; this do qe as oft 

a, ye 'drink it in Remembrance of mb. 

Fur as often as ye eat this Bread, and 

_- drink ibis os pans Lird's Death 


\ 


ill be come. 


1 0 U have both the Inſtitution and the 
Nature, the Uſe and Ends of this Ordinance 
in theſe Words; and I ſhall ſpeak fo briefly 
to them and under ſuch ſhort Heads, as 
thoſe Who are young and leſs 12 0 N 
may do well to retain. 

"buf, THERE is the Inſtitution of t; I 
received it, ſaid he, from the Lord; and he 
received it on this Account, that the Lord 
appointed it; and if you would come in Faith 
unto. this Ordinance, you are to ner 
two Things in this Inſtitution : 

1. ThE Authority of CHRIST. It was 
the Log : the Logp, the Head and King 
of the Church; our Loxp, our Lawgiver, 

our 


( 143) 


our Ruler, Hz has appointed this Service; 
and if you would have your Performance 
of it an Act of Obedience, acceptable to 
Gow, you muſt get your Conſcience influ- 
enced with the Authority of CHRIST, that 
vue can give this Reaſon in the Preſence of 
Govp, why we come together to perform 
this Service, it is becauſe Jzsvs CHRIST our 
Lok p has appointed it; He hath required 
it of us : and what 1s done in Obedience to 
his Command, that is a Part of our reaſon- 
able Service, and therein we are accepted 
with Gop. . 

2. In the Inſtitution of i thief is alſo bis 
Love, which is manifeſted in the Time of its 
Appointment ; the Logp Jzsvs in that fame 
Nigbt in which he was betrayed. One would 
think that our Loxp Jzsus CnRisT, who 
knew all the Troubles, the Diſtreſſes, the 

Anguiſn, the Sufferings, the Derelictions 
of Gop, which were coming upon him, and 
into which he was juſt now entering, would 
have had ſomething elſe to think of beſides 
this Proviſion for his Church. But his 

Heart was filled with Love to his People; 
and that Lovewhich carried him to-all that 
Darkneſs and Difficulty that he was to go 
through, that Love at the ſame Time did 
move him to inſtitute this Ordinance for the 
Benefit and Advantage of his Church. And 
this I ſhall only ſay, that that Heart which 
5 n ſpiritually ſenſible of the 9 of 

ESUS 


— — — — —  —— 
WH * N 


(aa) 


Jzgus.Cag4s7- in the info of this Or- 
dinance, and in what this Ordinancę doth 
1 7 is truly prepared for Communion 

CHRIST in this Ordinance. O let us 
411 Jabour for this in particular, if poſſible, 


that thro? the Power of the Se1zrT of Gap 


we may have ſome Impreſſions of the Love 
of Cunlsr on our Hearts! Brethren, if we 
have not brought it with us, if we do not 
yet find it in us, I pray let us be careful to 


endeavour, that we do not go away without 


. * vou haye what is to be obſerved 
the Inſtitution itſelf, the Autbority and 


che Zove of Can 
Secandly, egen ak roche 16 and 
Ends of this Ordinauce, and they. are three, 


5 . e- 4 and [z.] 
L. kene, that is, the ſolemn Call- 


ing over and Remembrance brance of he is in- 
in this Ordinance. 
Turzx is an Habit Remembrance of 


 Camusr, what alh Believers ought continu- 
Wy co carry about them: And here lies the 


Difference between thoſe that are ſpiritual, 
and thoſe that are carnal; they all agree 
that Chriſtians ought to have a continual 
Remembrance of CMRISsTNH; but what way 
ſhall-we obtain it? Why, ſetup Images and 
Pictures of him in every Corner of the 
Houle and Chapel, — in is to bring CHRIST 
toremembrance 3 that way carnal Men take 
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för this purpoſe. But the way Believers 
have to bring CHR ISH to remembrance is 
by the SpIRIT of CHR ISN working through 


the Word. We have no Image of Cux ist 


but the Word; and the Spik fr repreſents 
_ Cun1$T to us thereby, wherein he is evi- 
dently crucified before our Eyes. But this 


Recognition I ſpeak of, is a ſolemn Remem-. 
brancè in the way of an Ordinance, wherein 


unto the internal Actings of our Minds there 
is added the external Repreſentation of the 


Sign that Gov has appointed, Do 1-45 is, 


Remembrance of me. It! is twice mentioned 
in ver. 24, 25. 

' Conctavinethis Remembrance we may 
conſider two Things, (I.) What is he Ob- 


ject of this Remembrance, or Recognition; 
and, (2.) What is he Ad of it, What we 


are to remember, and what is that Act of 


Remembrance' that i 18 acceptable to GoD 1 m | 


this Ordinance; 


(.) Waar ts the Object of this Remem- 
brance. The Object wa this Remembrance 
principally is CRIS ; But it is not RIU . 
abſalutely conſidered; it is CHRIST in 400% ⸗ 


Circumſtances wherein he then was: Do it 
in Remembrance of me, faith he, as I am 
lent of God, deſigned to be a Sacrifice for 
the Sins of the Elec and as I am now go- 

ing to die for that End and Purpoſe; to do 
it ſo in Remembrance of me. Wherefore 


chere are theſe four Things that we are to 
H 


remem- 
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remember of Crr1sT:as propoſed 1 in [thoſe 
Circumſtances wherein he will be remem- 
bered. And I will be careful not to men- 
tion any thing but what the meaneſt of us 
may bring into preſent Exerciſe at the Or- 
dinance. 

I. Revewurs the Grace and Love. of 
GoD, even the FATHER, in ſending. Cubis, 
in ſetting bim forth and propoſi ing bim to us. 

This is every where mentioned in Scripture. 
We are minded of this in Scripture whenever 
we are called to Thoughts of the Death of 
CHRIST. Jobn 1 ii. 10. Gop /o loved the 
World as to give bis only begotten Son. Rom. 
iti. 25. Gop ſet him forth to be a Propitiation 
tbrough Faith in bis Blood. Rom. v. 8. Gop 
commendeth his Love to us in that while we 

were yet Sinners CHRIST died for us, Re- 
member, I pray you, the unſpeakable Grace 
and Love of Gop in ſending, giving, and 
ſetting forth Jesvs CHRIST to be the Pro- 
pitiation. 

Now how does this Ordinance guide us 
in calling this Love and Grace of Gop to 
remembrance ? why in this, in that it is in 
oY way of a furniſhed Table proyided for 

So Gop has expreſſed his Love in this 
. Iſa. xxv. 6. In this Mountain ſhall 
the Lord of Hoſts make unto all People a 
Feaſt of fat Things, a Feaſt of Wines on the 
Lees, of fat Things full of Marrow, of Wines 
on the Lees well refined. The Preparation 
of the Table here is to mind us to call to 

remem- 


„ 


remembrance the Love and Grace of Gov, 


in ſending and exhibiting his Son IEsus 
Cuxisr to be a Ranſom and Propitiation 


for us. That is the firſt Thing. 


2. REMEMBER in particular the Love 
of Jxsus CnRisr, as: Gop-Man, in giving 


' himſelf for us. This Love is frequently 


propoſed to us with what he did for us; 
and it is repreſented peculiarly in this Or- 
dinance. bo loved me, and gave himſelf for 
me, ſays the Apoſtle. Faith will never be 
able to live upon the laſt Expreſſion, Gave 
himſelf for me, unleſs it can riſe up to the 
firſt, «who loved me. Rev. i. 5, 6. Who 
loved 1s, and waſhed us from our Sins in bis 


own Blood, Sc. 


I TuINK we are all ſatisfied in ehis: that 
in calling CHR is to remembrance weſhould 
in an eſpecial manner call the Love of CRI 
to remembrance. And that Soul in whom 
Gop ſhall work a Senſe of the Love of 


Cu xls in any meaſure, (for it is paſt Com- 


prehenſion, and our Minds and Souls are 
apt to loſe themſelves in it, when we at- 
tempt to fix our Thoughts upon it) that he 
who is Gop-Man ſhould do thus for us, it 
is too great for any thing but Faith, which 
can reſt in that which it can no way com- 
prehend, if it go t 4 the Depth, and 
Brea ith, and Length of it, to fathom its 
Dimenſions, and conſider it with Reaſon; 
fan i is paſt all Underſtanding ; but Faith 

H 3 can 


„ 
can reſt in what it cannot comprebend. So 
ſhould we remember the Love of Cuxisr, 
of him who is Gop- Man, who gave. him- 
ſelf for us, and will be remembered i in this 
Ordinance. 
g. Wx ſhall not manage our Spirits aright 
as to this firſt Part of the Duty, the End of 
the Ordinance in Recognition, unleſs we call 
over and remember what was he 4534 
4pon which the Profit and Benefit of the Suf-\ 
Feriugs of CHRIST doth redound' to us. 
Lex us remember, that this is no other 
but that eternal Covenent and Compact that 
was between theFaTHER and the Sov, that 
 Curisr ſhould undertake for Sinners, and 
that what He did in that Undertaking 
ſhould be done on their behalf, ſhould be 
reckoned to them and accounted as theirs. 
So our Saviour ſpeaks, P/al. xl. 6, 7., Sa- 
erifice and Offering thou didſt not defi ire: mine 
Ears, haſt thou opened: Burut-Offering and 
Sin-Offering haſt thou not required. Then 
ſaid I, Lo, I come; in the Volume of the 
Book it is written of me, Sc. 
. Cur1sT does that in our behalf which 
Sacrifice and Burnt-Offerings could not per- 
form. We have this Covenant declared at 
large, Ia. iii. 10, 11. Zet it pleaſed the Lord 
20 bruiſe bim, he hath put him to grief: when 
ou ſbalt make his Soul an Offering for Sin, 
be ſhall ſee bis Seed, Se. Pray, Brethren, 
be wiſe and underſtanding in this n 


—: ef 


( 

and not Children in calling over and remem- 
bring CHRIST in this Ordinance. Remem- 
ber the Counſel of Peace that was between 
them both, when it was agreed on the Part 
of CuxIs r to undertake and anſwer for 
what we had done; and upon the Part of 
Gov the FarHER, that upon his fo doing, 
Righteouſneſs, Life and Salvation ſhould be 
given to Sinners. 

4. REMEMBER the Sufferings of Caxtsr. 
This is a main 12 ng. Now the Suffer- 
ings of CarrsT may be conſidered three 
ways, (1.) The Suffe erings in bis Soul. (2. 
The Sufferings in his Body. (3,) The Sut- 


ferings of bis Perſon in the Diffolution of 


his human Nature, Soul and Body,by Death 
itſelf. 

(T.) REMEMBER tbe Sufferings in bis Soul: 
and they were of two ſorts, (1.) Privative; 
his Sufferings in the Defertion and Derclic- 


tion of Gop his FarHER; and, 7 * Paßt 4 


tive; in the Emiſſion of the Senſe 
Wrath, and the Curſe of the Law on dis 
Soul. 

(J.) Tux Head of c s Sufferings 
was in tbe divine Deſertion, whence he cried 
ont, My Gov, my Gop, why haßt thou for- 
ſaten me ? lt is certain, CHRIST was for- 
ſaken of Gop; he had not elſe fo complain- 
ed; forſaken of Gop in his Soul; how? 


the divine Nature in the ſecond Perſon did. 
not forfake the human; nor did the divine 
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not ſpared to ſay, that CuR IS did deſpair 


Cnkisr did deſpair; that is, penal only ; in 


Soul 3 exceeding  ſorrawful even to Death. 
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Nat ature in the third Perſon forſake the hu- 
man, as to the whole Work of Sanctifica- 
tion and Holineſs, but kept alive in CHRIS 
all Grace whatſoever, all Grace in that Ful- 
neſs whereof, he had ever been Partaker. 
But the Deſertion was as to all Influence of 
Comfort and all Evidence of Love from Go 
the FaTHER, who is the Fountain of Love 
and Comfort adminiſtered , by. the HoLy 
GnosT. Hence ſome of our Divines have 


in that great Cry, My Gop, my Gop, Cc. 
Now Deſpair ſignifies two Things, A total 
Want of the Evidence of Faith, as to Accep- 
rance with Gop ; and a Reſolution i in the Soul 
10 ſeek no farther after it, and not to wait 
for it from that Fountain, In the firſt way 


the latter, he did not, that is, finful alſo. 
There was a total Interception of all Evi- 
dence of Love from Gop, but nt a ceaſing 
in him to wait upon Gop for the Manifeſ- 
tation of that Love in his appointed Time. 
Remember CnHRISTH was thus forſaken that 
his People might never be forſaken. 

(2.) Turk were Sufferings poſitive in his 
Soul when he was made Sin and a Curſe for 
us, and had a, Senſe of ibe NMratb and Anger 
of Gop on his Soul. This brought thoſe 
Expreſſions concerning him, and from him; 
He began to be fore amazed, and ſaid, My 


He 


(\. 19T 
He was in an Agony. I deſire no more for 
my Soul everlaſtingly to confute that Bla/- 
phemy, That. CHRIST died only as a Martyr 
to confirm the Truth he had preached, but the 
Conſideration of this one thing. For Cou- 
rage,” Reſolution and Cheerfulneſs are the 
principal Virtues and Graces in him who 
dies only as a Martyr, but for Him who 
had the Weight of the Wrath of Gop and 
the Curſe of the Law upon his Soul, it be- 
came bim to be in an Agony, to feveat great 
Drops of Blood, to cry out, My Gop, my 
God D, why haſt thou forſaken me ? which, 
had he been called to for nothing elſe but 
barely to confirm the Truth he had preach- 
ed, he would have done without much trou- 
ble or ſhaking of Mind. 
I '8RALL not now ſpeak of the Sufferings 
in his | Body, which I am afraid we do not 
conſider enough. Some poor Souls are apt 
to conſider nothing but the Sufferings of his 
Body, and ſome do not enough conſider 
them. We may call this over ſome other 
time, as alſo the Sufferings of his Perſon in 
the Diſſolution of his human Nature, by a 
Separation of the Soul from the Body, which 
was alſo comprized in the Curſe. 

Do this in Remembrance of me. What 
are we to remember? Theſe are things of 
no great Reſearch; they are not hard and 
difficult, but ſuch as we all may come up 
ta che Practice of in the Adminiſtration of 

N 4 this 


„ 
+ this very Ordinance, Remember the un- 
ſpeakable Grace and Love of Gon in ſet- 
ting forth CHRIS TH to be a Propitiation. 
Remember the Love of CHRIST who gave 
himſelf for us, notwithſtanding he knew 
all that would befal him on our Account: 
Remember the Compact and Agreement 
between the FAT HER and the Son, that 
wkat was due to us he ſhould undergo, and 
the Benefit of what he did ſhould redound 
to us: Remember the greatneſs of the Work 
he undertook for theſe Ends; in the Suffer- 
ings of his whole Perſon, when he would 
redeem his Church with his own Blood. 
(2.) ONE Word for the An of Remem- 
bramce, and I have done. How ſhall we 
remember? Remembrance in itſelf is a ſo- 
lemn calling over of what is true and paſt; 
and there are two Things required in our 
Remembrance; the firſt 1 is, Faith 3 oor the | 
ſecond is,- Thankfulneſs... | 
FirsT, Faith; fo to call it over as: to 
believe it. But who does not believe it? 
Why, truly, Brethren, many believe the Story 
of it, or the Fa, who do not believe it 70 
that Advantage for themſelves, as they ought 
to do. In a word, we are ſ% 10 believe it, 
as to put dur Truſt for Life and. Salvation in 
theſe Things that we call to remembrance. 
Truſt and Confidence belong to the Eſſence of 
ſaving Faith. So remember theſe Things 
as to place your Truſt in them. Shall I 
: 3 1 gather 
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ther up your W of Faith into one 
— the Apoftle calls it, Rom. v. 
11. 1 receiving the Atonement. If God 
help us afreſh to receive the Atonement at - 
this Time, we have diſcharged our Duty 
in this Ordinance; for here is the Atone- 
ment propoſed from the Love of Gop, and 
from the Love of CIS by virtue of the 
Compact between the Fa TH ER and the Sox, 

' thro? the Sufferings and Sacrifice of CHRIST 
in his whole Perſon, Soul and Body. Here: 
is an Atonement with Gop propoſed unto 
us; the working of our Faith is to receive 
it, or to believe it „ as to approve of it- as 
an excellent way, full of Wiſdom, Good- 
neſs, Holineſs, to embrace it and truſt in it. 

'SzcondLY, Remember that among the 
Offerings of old which were appointed to 
ſhadow out the Death of CHRIST, there was 
a Thank-Offering, for there was a burning 
of the Fat upon the Altar of Thank-Offering, / 

to ſignify there was Fhankfulneſs to Go 
always as part of the Remembrance of the 
Sacrifice that CHRIS made for us. Re- 
ceive the Atonement, and be thankful. 

Tux Lon lead us into the IC of 
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DISCOURSE XI an 


H E laſt time 1 ole to 100 on i this 

1 Occaſion, I told you that the Grace 

| G OD, and Our. Duty 1 In. this Ordinance, * 
might be drawn under the three Heads /f 
Recognition, or calling over, f Exhibition, 
and of Profeſſion. The firſt of theſe I then 
ſpake unto, and ſnewed you what we are 
to recognize or call over therein. 

IT ſecond thing is, Exhibition and Re- 
ception 3 Exhibition; on ihe Part of CuriIsT, 
Reception aon our, Pari, wherein the Eſſence 
of this Ordinance doth conſiſt. I ſhall 

| briefly explain it to you, rather now to ſtir 
up Faith unto Exerciſe, than to inſtruct in 
the Doctrine. And that we may exerciſe 
our Faith aright, we may conſider, 

I. Wro it is that makes an Exhibition, 
that offers, propoſes, and gives ſomething 

to us at this time in this Ordinance. 

II. Wr it is that is exhibited, propoſ- 
ed, and communicated in this Ordinance, 

And, | 

III. How or in what manner we receive 


it, 
I. Wno 


— 


13 
I. Wuo i it that mates this Exhibition ? 
I is CHRIST bimfelf. When CHR1sT was 


given for us, Gop the FarHER gave him, 
and ſet him forth to be a Propitiation; but 


in this Exhibition it is CHRIST himſelf, I 


ſay, that is the immediate Exhibitor. The 
Tender that is made of, whatever it be, it 
is made by CHRIST. And, as our Faith 
ſtands in need of Directions and Boundaries 
to be given to it in this holy Duty, it will 
direct our Faith to conſider JI Es us CHRIS 
preſent among us 35 bis SpIRIT, and h his 
Word, making this Tender, or this Exhi- 


bition unto us. It is CHR ISH that does it, 
which calls out our Faith unto an imme 


diate Exerciſe on his Perſon, __ 
II. Wrarr is it CurrsT does exhibit ant. 
propoſe to us? (1.) Not empty and out ward 
Signs. Gop never inſtituted ſuch Things 
in his Church. From the Foundation of 
the World he never deſigned to feed his 
People-with ſuch outward Symbols.” Thoſe 
under the Old Teſtament: were not empty, 
though they had not a Fulneſs like thoſe 
under the New: they had not a Fulneſs, 
becauſe they had reſpect to what was yet 
to come, and could not be filled with that 
Light, that Grace, that Evidence of the 
Things themſelves as the preſent Signs are, 
which are accompliſned. CHñR IS doth not 
youu us CY . 
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Non, (2.) does CHRIST give 45 his Fleſh and 
Blood, taken in a tarnal Senſe. If Men would 
believe him, He has told us a long Time 
ago, when that Doubt aroſe upon that De- 
claration of his eating his Fleſn and drink- 


ing his. Blood, Jobn vi. 52. (though he did 


\ 


not then ſpeak of the Sacrament, but of that 
which was the Eſſence and Life of it) How 
can this Man give us his Fleſh io eal? He 
told us, that eating bis Fleſh profited no- 
thing in that way they thought of eating it; 
for they apprehended, as the Papiſts do 
now, that they were to eat Fleſh, Body, 
Bones and all. Why, ſays he, tbe Fleſh pro- 
fils nothing; it is the Spirit that quickens ; 
that Power that is to be communicated to 
you is by. the Spixrr. So that CHRIST 
does not give us his Fleſh and Blood in a 
carnal manner, as the Men at Capernaum 
thought, and others look for. This would 
not feed our Souls. 


F 


Bur then, what is it thus CursT does 


exhibit, that we may exerciſe our Faith up- 
on? I ſay, it is himſelf as immediately diſ- 
charging his great Office of a Prieſt, being 
ſacrificed for us. It is Himſelf as accom- 
panied with all the Benefits of that great 
Part of his Mediation in dying for us. May 
the Loxp ſtir up our Hearts to believe that 
the Tender CHRIS H makes unto us is ori- 
ginally and principally of Himſelf, becauſe 


all che Benefits of his Mediation ariſe _ 
that 


60 ä 
that Fountain and Spring, when Gop pur- 
chaſed the Church with his own Blood. A 
way this is which the Loxp IEs Vs CHRIST, 
who is the Wiſdom of Gop, has found out 
and appointed to make a ſpecial Tender of 
his Perſon to our Souls, to be received by 
us. And he tenders: himſelf in the Diſ- 
charge of his Mediation in the moſt amia- 
ble and moſt glorious Repreſentation of 
himſelf to the Soul of a Sinner. CHRTS T 
is glorious in himſelf, in all his Offices, and 
in all the Repreſentations that are made of 
him in the Scripture unto our Faith; but 
CHRISTH is moſt amiable, moſt beautiful, 
moſt gloriogs to the Soul of a believing 
Sinner, when he is repreſented: as dying, 

making Atonement for Sin, making Peace 
for Sinners, as bearing our Iniquities; fatis- 
fying the Wrath of Gop, and Curſe of the 
Law, to draw out our Hearts unto Faith 
and Love. CurisT in this Ordinance 
makes ſuch a Repreſentation of himſelf as 
bleeding for us, making Atonement for our 
Sins, and ſealing the everlaſting Covenant: 


and He propoſes himſelf unto us with all 


the Benefits of his Death, of that Redemp- 


tion he wrought out for us, Peace with 
Gop, making an End of Sin, bringing in 
everlaſting Righteouſneſs,” and the like. I 
intend only to remind you of theſe things, 
for we are at a loſs ſometimes as to the Ex- 
erciſe of Faith in and under this Duty. 
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III. THERE remains to be conſidered, 
Reception; for unleſs it be received, there is 
nothing done to any ſaving Purpoſe.” Not- 
withſtanding all this Tender that is made, 
the Iſſue of all erw and ebe r 
lies upon receiving. ic 

THERE are two ways whereby we do re- 
ceive CHRIST: 
( 1.) W᷑x receive him Sacramentally, by 
Obedience in-Church+Otder. And (2. ) we 
receive him ſpiritually NP — ite 
or believing in him. 

(t.) We receive bim e This 
conſiſts in the due and orderly — 
of what he has appointed in his Word for 
this End and Purpoſe, that therein and 
thereby he may exhibit himſelf to our Souls. 
It doth not conſiſt (as ſome have thought) 
in partating. o of the Elements; that is but one 
Part of it, and but one Gall Part. Our 
ſacramental Reception conſiſts in the due 
Obſervatian of the whole Order of the In- 
ſtitution according to the Mind of CHRIST. 

(2.) Spirttually, 1we receive bim ly Faith: 
And if we could rightly underſtand that 
ſpecial Ad of Faith, which we are to exerciſe 
in the Reception of CHRIST when he does 
thus exhibit himſelf to us, then ſhould we 
glorify Gon, then ſnhould wWe age in _ 
vantage to our own Souls. WHO DHIT 

I ave but a Word to ſay, and that is 
this * is 1 ng Faith which is now 
L e required 


( 159 ) 
required of us which draws neareſt unto FER 
ritual, ſenſible Experience. Faith has many 
Degrees and many Atts, ſome at a kind of 
Diſtance from the Object in meer reliance 
and recumbency; and many other Acts of 
Faith make very near Approaches to the 
Object, and riſe up to ſenſible Experience. It 
ſhould be (if Gop would help us) ſuch an 
Act of Faith as riſes up neareſt to a ſenſible 
Experience. It is that which the Hory 
Gnosr would teach us by this Ordinance, 
when we receive it by eating and drinking, 
which are things of Senſe; and things of 
Senſe are choſen to expreſs Faith wrought 
up to an Experience. And they who had 
ſome Apprehenſion hereof, that it muſt 
be a peculiar acting of Faith and riſing up 
to a ſpiritual Experience, but finding nothing 
of the Light and Power of it in their own. 
Souls, gave birth to - Tranſubſtantiation, 
that they might do that with their Mouths. 
and Teeth which they could not do with 
their Souls. _- 

FalrH ſhould riſe up to an 8 in 
two things, [I. ] In Repreſentation. [ 2. ] In 
Incorporation. 

[1.] Tur thing we are to aim at, to be 
carried unto. by Faith in this Ordinance 1s, 
that there may be a near and evident Repre- 
ſentation of CHRIST in his Tender unto our 
Souls; Faith being ſatisfied in it; Faith 
being in this matter the . of things 
not 


( £& ) 

not ſeen, making it exiſt in the Soul, mak- 
ing Cns19$7 more preſent to the Soul than 
he would be to our bodily Eyes, if he was 
among us; more aſſuredly fo. Faith ſhould 

riſe up to Evidence in that near and cloſe 
Repreſentation it makes of CHRIS in this 

Exhibition of himſelf. 

AN p, [2.] Faith is to anſtwer the End ef 
eating and drinking, which is Incorporation. 
We are ſo to receive CHRIST, as to receive 
him into a ſpiritual Incorporation, that the 
Fleſh and Blood of CHRIST as communi- 
cated in this Ordinance through Faith may 
be turned and changed in our Hearts into 
ſpiritual vital Principles, and unto Growth 
and Satisfaction. Theſe are the three 
Things we receive by Nouriſhment, and 
wherein Incorporation does confiſt, there is 
an Increaſe and Quickening of vital Princi- 
ples, there is Growth, and there is Satisfac- 
tion in receiving fuitable Food and Nou- 
_riſhment. Faith, I fay, ſhould riſe up to 
theſe three Things in its Acts. F mention 
theſe Things to direct the Actings of our 

Faith in this holy Adminiſtration. 
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DISCOURSE XV. 


September sch, 167 5. 


T SHALL offer a few Words to dire you 
in the preſent Exerciſe of Faith in this 
Ordinance, I deſign no more but to give 
Occaſion to that particular Exerciſe of Faith 
u. ve. is now required of us, whereby we 
may fanctify the Name of Gop in a dae 
m give Glory to him by believing, 
and | receive Eſtabliſhment unto our own 
Souls: and I would do it by minding you 
of that Word of our LoxD Fesvs Crextsy 
in N 1 


gk xii, 32. a 5 al 


a 7 1s Wed a from the Earth, will 


draw all Men unto Me. 


WHAT he means by bis Ii lifting up, the 
Evangeliſt expounds in the next Words, 
which are theſe, This he ſpake ſtenifying what 
Death he ſhould die. So that the lifting up 
of Cnrsr on the Crofs, is that which he lays 
as the Foundation of his drawing Sinners 
unto bim. No Sinner will come near to 

1 [11H 4 CHRIST 
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GuR1sST- unleſs he be drawn; and to be 


drawn is to be made willing to comè unto 
him, and to follow him in Chains of Love. 
CHRIST draws none to him, whether they 
will or no, but he- caſts on their Minds, 
Hearts and Wills the Cords of his Grace 
and Love, working in them powerfully, 
working on them Kindly, to cauſe them to 
chooſe him, to come to him and to follow 
him. Draw. me, we will run after-thee.— 
The great Principle and Fountain from 
whence the drawing Efficacy and Power of 
Grace doth proceed is, from the lifting up 
of Cnlisr. Drawing Grace is manifeſted 
in, and drawing Love proceeds from the 
Sufferings of Ixsus CHRIST on the Croſs. 
Bur that which I would juſt mind you 
cl at preſent is this, that the Loot - of - Faith 
unto CHRIS as lifted up, is the only means 
of bringing our Souls near to him. Our 
Faith is often expreſſed iy looking unto CHR Is x, 
Ha. xlv. 22. Loot unto me, ſays he, and be 
ye: ſaved, all the Ends of the Earth, The 
Concluſion is, that thoſe who ſo look unto 
him ſhall be juſtified and ſaved. 7/a. Ixv. 1. 
Behold me, behold me. And it is the great 
_ Promiſe of the Efficacy of the Spixir pour- 
ed out upon us, that we ſhall look unto him 
whom wwe have pierced, Zech. x. 12. Gop calls 
us to look off from all other things, look 
off from the Law, look off from Self, look 
off Tram Sin, look. only unto Cnrisr. IS 
| CHRIST 


( 208; ) 


Catlin: faid to be lifted up in his Death? 
and to die that manner of Death wherein he 
was lifted up on the Croſs? ſo it was ex- 
preſſed i = Type; the brazen Serpent 
9 Aided u up on a Pole, that thoſe who were 
1 with the fiery Serpents might look to 
Tf the Soul can but turn an Eye of 

Faith unto Jesvs CHRIST as thus lifted up, 
it will receive healing; though the Sight of 
one be not ſo clear as the Sight of another, 
All had not a like ſharpneſs of Sight that 
looked to the brazen Serpent; nor have all 
the like Vigor of Faith to look to CarisT ; 
but one ſincere Look to Cur1sT is pkaſing 
to him, ſo as he ſays, Cant. iv. g. Thou haſt. 
raviſhed my Heart, my Siſter, my Spouſe, thou 
haſt raviſhed my Heart with one of thine Eyes. 
A Soul ſenſible of Guilt and Sin, that caſts 
but one-Look of Faith to CHRIST as lifted 
up, it even raiſes the Heart of CHRIS him- 
ſelf, and ſuch a Soul ſhall not go away un- 
refreſhed, unrelieved. | 
Now, Brethren, the End of this Ordi- 
nance is to lift up Cur1sT in Repreſentation : 
As he was lifted up really on the Croſs, and 

as in the whole Preaching of the Goſpel 
CHRIST is evidently - crucified, before our 
Eyes, ſo more eſpecially in the Adminiſtra- 
tion of this Ordinance. Do we ſee then 
wherein the ſpecial acting of Faith in this 
Ordinance does conſiſt? Go forbid we 
ſhould negle& the ſtirring up our Hearts 
| | | unto 
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| unto the particular acting of Faith in Jesvs 


CHRIST, Who herein is lifted up before us. 
That which we are to endeavour in this 
Ordmance is to get a View by Faith, Faith 
working by Thoughts, by Meditation, act- 


ing by Love, a View of CRHRISTH as lifted 


up, that is, as bearing our Iniquities in his 
own Body on the Tree. What did CHRIST 
do on the Tree? what was he lifted up for, 
if it was not to bear our Sins? Out of his 
Love and Zeal to the Glory of Gov, and 
out of Compaſſion to the Souls of Men, 
CHRIST bore the Guilt and Puniſhment of 
Sin, and made Expiation for it. O that 
Gop in this Ordinance would give our Souls 
a View of him! I ſhall give it to myſelf, 
and to you in Charge at this time: If we 
have a View of CHRIST by Faith as lifted 

up, our Hearts will be drawn nearer to 
him. If we find..not our Hearts in any 
manner drawn nearer to him, it is much to 
be. feared we have not had a View of him 
as bearing our Iniquities. Take therefore 
this one Remembrance as to the acting of 
Faith in the Adminiftration of this Ordi- 
nance, labour to have it fixed upon CHRIS 
as bearing Sin, making Atonement for it, 


with his Heart fall 6f Love to accompliſh 
a Caufe in Righteouſneſs and Truth. 


DIS. 
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DISCOURSE XVI. 
O ober 3iſt, 1675. 


O whet our Minds, and lead us to a 
particular Exerciſe of Faith and Love 
in this Duty, I ſhall add a few Words from 
that Scripture which T have already ſpoken 
ſomething to, upon this Occaſion, 1 


Jokx Xii. 32. 


And I, if I be lifted up from the Earth, will 
draw all Men unto me. 


T HIS lifting up, as I ſaid before, was 
the lifting up of CHRIS on the Croſs, when 
as the Apoſtle Peter tells us, he bore, or as 
the Word is, he carried up cur Sins in bis 
own Body on the Tree, CHR1ST died for 
three Ends, 1. To aher an Inſtitution. 2. 
To fulfil a Type; and, 3. To be a moral Re- 
preſentation' of the Wark I Gop in bis Death. 

i. IT was to anſwer the Inſittiition, that 
he who was hanged on à Tree was accurſed of 
Gop, Dent. xxi. 23. There were many 
other ways appointed of Gop to * 

actors 
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factors to Death among the Jews; ſome 
vVere ſtoned, in ſome Caſes they were burn- 
ed with Fire ; but it is only by Gop ap- 
pointed, that he ibet was hanged on a Tree 
was, atcurſed of GoD : and CRHRISH died 
that Death, to ſhew, that it was he who un- 
derwent the Curſe of Gop, as the Apoſtle 
ſhews, Gal. fi. 13. He was made a Curſe 
for us, as it is wrillen, Curſed is every one 
that hangs on a Tree, 

2. CHRIST died that Death to fulfil 
Type. For it was a bloody and moſt pain- 
ful Death, yet it was a Death wherein a 
Bone of him was not broken, typified of 
him in the paſchal Lamb, of which not a 
Bone was to be broken. CHRIS was lift- 
ed up on the Croſs to fulfil that Type, that 
though his Death was bitter, lingring, pain- 
ful, ſhameful, yet not a Bone was broke; 
that every one might have an whole CHRIST, 
an entire Saviour, notwithſtanding all his 
ſuffering and rending on our behalf. 

3. He was jo lifted up that it might be a 
moral Repreſentation unto all, to anſwer that 
other Type alſo of the Serpent lifted up in the 
Wilderneſs ; ſo that he was the Perſon that 
might ſay, Behold me, behold me. He was 
| lifted up between Heaven and Earth, that 
all Creatures might ſee Gop had ſet him 
forth to be a Propitiation. 
11 Axp J, when I am lifted up, what will he 
| then Go ; ve hen I have anſwered the Curſe, 


when 


0% 

when 1 have fulfilled the Types, when I 
have complied with the Will of Gop in be- 
ing a Propitiation, I will draw all Men to 
me. It is placed upon CH AIS T's lifting up; 
now that is actually paſt; nor was it done 
merely 4vhile ChRISsT was hanging on the 
Croſs. There are two ways whereby there 
is 2 Repreſentation made of CHRIST "w_ 
lifted-up, to draw Men unto him. 
1. By the Preaching of the Word. So the 
Apoſtle tells us, Gal. iii. 1. That, Jesvs 
CHRIST was evidently crucified before their 
Eyes. The great End of preaching the 
Word is to repreſent evidently Car1sT cru- 
cified; it is to lift up'Caxrx1sT that he may 
draw Sinners unto him. And, 2. It is re- 
preſented in this Ordinanice of the Lord's 
SUPPER, wherein we ſhew forth his Death. 
CHRIST is peculiarly and eminently lifted up 


in this Ordinance, becauſe it is a peculiar and 


eminent Repreſentation of his Death. 
Now there are two ways of CaurisT"'s 
drawing Perſons to himſelf, 


1. His way of drawing Sinners to him, 
by Faith and Repentance. 


2. His way of drawing Believers to him, 
as to actual Communion with him. K 
CHRIST draws'Sinners to him by Faith 
and Repentance, as he is lifted up in the 
Preaching of the Word; and he draws Be- 
lievers. to him as. unto. actual Communion, 
as 5 tue Word, ſo in an eſpecial "I 
x 7 
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by this Ordinance. I ſhall only ſpeak a 
Word on the latter, how CRNIS T is lifted 
up in this Ordinance that repreſents his 
Death unto us, or, how he draws us unto 
actual Communion with him. 1. He does 
it by bis Love. The principal thing that is 
always to be conſidered in the lifting up of 
CHRIST is, H, Love. M bo loved me, ſays 
the Apoſtle, and gaue himſelf for me: And 
who loved us, and waſhed us from our Sins in 
his own Blood. I could ſhew ou, that Love 
is attractive, that it is encouraging and con- 
ſtraining. I will only leave this with you, 
whatever Apprehenſions Gop in this Ordi- 
nance ſhall give you of the Love of CHRIST, 
you have therein an Experience of CHRIS T's 
drawing you, as he is lifted up, unto actual 
Communion with him. It is of great Con- 
cernment to you. CHRIS is never ſo love- 
ly unto the Soul of a Sinner as when he is 
— as lifted up, that is, as under- 
going the Curie of Gop, that a Bleſſing 
might come upon us. O that he who has 
loved us, and becauſe he has loved us, 

would draw us with the Cords of his Lov- 
ing-kindneſs, as Gop fays he does, Jer. 


XXX1. 3. Zea, I have loved thee with an ever- 


laſting Love, therefore with Loving-kinane/s 
have I drawn thee, 24 

2. Tux Sufferings of Canior:in Soul and 
Body are attratiive of, and do draw the Souls 


e AIR "They fhall lot on me 


whom 


, ies ..ia< 3 
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tubom they have pierced and mourn. It is a 
Look to'CHRtst as pierced for Sin under 
his Sufferings that is attractive to the Souls 
of Believers in this Ordinance, becauſe theſe 
Sufferings were for us. Call to mind, Bre- 
thren, ſome of theſe Texts of Scripture; ſee 


what Gop will give you out of them. Hæe 


was ' made Sin for us who knew no Sin, that 
we might be made the Righteouſneſs of Gor 


in him. "He was made a Curſe for us; and 


he bore our Sins in his own Body on the Tree ; 
and died, the Fuſt for the Unjuſt, that he might 


bring us unto Goo. If Jesvs CarisT be 


pleaſed to let in a Senſe of his Sufferings for 
us by theſe Scriptures upon our Souls; then 


we have another Experience of his drawing 


us, as he is lifted up. 


3. CuRISTH draws us as he is lifted up, by % 


the. Effects of ii. What was he lifted up 
for? it was to make Peace with Gop thro?” 
his Blood. Gop was in CHRISH reconciling 
the World unto bimſelf, when? when he made 
him to be Sin for us, who knew no Sin. 
It is the Sacrifice of Atonement; it is the 


Sacrifice wherewith the Covenant between 


Gop and us was ſealed: This is one No- 
tion of the Supper of our LoR Dp. Cove- 
nants were confirmed with Sacrifice. Iſaac 
made a Covenant with Abimelech; and con- 
firmed it with Sacrifice. So it was with 
Jacob and Laban; and in both Places, when 
they had confirmed the Covenant with a 


1 Sacrifice, 
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Sacrifice, they had. a Feaſt upon the Sacrifice, 
Cars: by his Sacrifice has ratified the 
Covenant between Gop and us, and invites 
bg in this Ordinance.to a Participation of 
He draws us by it to Faith in him as 

= has. made an Atonement. by his Sacrifice, 
'TrzsE. are. ſome. of the ways whereby 

| Can 18 draws the Souls of Believers. unto 
Communion with him in this Ordinance, 
that repreſents him as lifted up, by expreſ- 
ſing. his Love, by repreſenting his Suffer- 
ings, and tendering the ſealing of the Cove- 
nant as confirmed with a Sacrifice, inviting 
us to feed on the remainder of the Sacrifice 
that is left to us for the Nouriſhment of 
our: Souls. O that he would caſt ſome of 
theſe Cords of Love upon our Souls! for 
if he ſhould be lifted up, and we ſhould not 
come, if we ſhould find no Cords of Love 
calt upon us to draw us unto actual Com- 
munion, we ſhould have no vantage by 
this Ordinance. 
How ſhall we come in actual Commu- 
nion unto CHRIS in this e upon 
his drawing? what is required of us? why, 
(I.) Ve are to come by Faith to receive the 
Atonement, - Rom. v. 11. We come to a 
due Communion with CHR is in this Ordi- 
nance, if we come to receive the Atone- 
ment made by his Death, as full of divine 
Wiſdom, Grace and Love, and as the Truth 
and F aithfulneſs of Go is confirmed in * 
: to 


G. 


to receive and lay hold on this Atonement, 


that we may have Peace with Gor. 7a. 
XXvii. 5, Let bim take-hold' of my Strength, 
and be ſhall be at peace with me. Brethren, 
here is the Arm of Gop, CarisT the Power 
of Gor, CHRr1sT lifted up. We ourſelves 
have ſinned and provoked Gop, What ſhall 
we do? ſhall we ſet Briers and Thorns in 
battle array againſt Gop ? No, ſays he, I 
will paſs through and devour ſuch Perſons: 
What then? Let bim take bold of my Strength, 
of my Arm, and be at peace. Gop- ſpeaks 
this to every Soul of us in this lifting up of 
CHRIST. Now receive the Atonement as 
full of infinite Wiſdom, Holineſs and Truth. 
(2.) Fair comes and brings the Soul 
to CHRIST as he is thus lifted up, but it is 
always accompanied with Love, whereby the 
Soul adheres to CHRIST when it is come. 
Dorn Faith bring us to CHRIST on his 
drawing, to receive the Atonement ? ſet 
Love at work-to cleave unto him, to take 
him into our Hearts and Souls, and to 
abide with him. <5 
(3.) IT is to come with mourning an 
godly ſorrow, becauſe of our own Sins. Look 
unto him whom we have pierced and mourn, 
Theſe things are very conſiſtent. Do not 
think we ſpeak things at random : they are 
conſiſtent in Experience, that we ſhe uld re- 
ceive CHR1ST as making an Atorement, 
I 2 : and 
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| ( 72 ) 
and have Peace with Gop in the Pardon of 
our Sins, and nevertheleſs to mourn for 
our own Iniquities. The LoRD give Ex- 
perience of them in your Hearts. 
LzT us now pray that ſome. of theſe 
Cords wherewith he draws the Souls of Be- 


lievers, may be on our Souls i in this Ordi- 
nance, 


\ 


* DIS- 


DISCOURSE XVII 


HEN we have Opportunity of 
ſpeaking to you on theſe Occaſions, 
it is for the Direction of the Exerciſe of 
pyour Faith in this Ordinance in a due man- 
ner. Here is a Repreſentation of the Death 
of CHRIST; and there is in the Word a 
Repreſentation of that which we ſhould 
principally conſider, and act Faith with re- 
ſpect unto in the Repreſentation that is made 
in this Ordinance, and that is of a bleſſed 
Change and Commutation that is made be- 
tween CHRIST and Believers, in the Impu- 
tation of their Sins unto him, and in the Im- 
putation of his Righteouſneſs unto them : and, 
the principal Part of the Life and Exerciſe 
of Faith, conſiſts in a due Conſideration and. 
Improvement thereof. Gob taught this to 
the Church of the Old Teſtament in the 
Type of the Offering of /be ſcape Goat. 48 


46 
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Lzvrv. Xvi. 21. 


And Aaron ſhall lay both' bis Hands on the 
Head of the bow Goat, and confeſs over - 
bim all the Iniquities of "the Children of If-+ 
rael, and all their Tranſgreſſions in all their- 
Sins, puiting them on the Head of ibe 


Goat, SS. 
I 3 AARON 
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E 
AARON was not only to confeſs all the 
Lins and Iniquities of the People over the 
Head of the Goat, but he was to put all 
their Sins upon him. Here is a double 
Act, the Confeſſion of Sin, which is, as it 
were, the gathering of all their Sins toge- 
ther; and be pulling of them on the Goat, 
to give a lively Repreſentation of it unto 
Faith. So Gop did inſtruct Aaron to the 
putting of the Guilt of our Iniquities typi- 
cally upon the Sacrißce, really upon IEsus 
CHRIST. 

He doth not ſay, He ſhall bear the Pu- 
niſhment, but he ſhall take the Sin itſelf, that 
is, as to /be Guill of it, and carry it quite 
away: and therefore in the Sacrifice ap- 
pointed in Deut. xxi. fax. Expiation of an 
uncertain Murder, when Man was killed, 
and none knew who killech Phin 
was liable to Puniſnme chere was 
Guilt «pon the Land; ess of the 
City that was neareſt | ee here the 
Murder was committed, away the 
Guilt, were to cut off che Neck of an Hei- 
fer by God's Appointmgetts and-that took 
away the Guilt. Thug did Gop inſtruct 
the Church under the Ot Teſtament in this 
great ſovereign Act off his Wiſdom and 
Righteouſneſs, in transf@ring-the Guilt of 
Sin from the Church unto CR IST. There- 
fore the Prophet ſays, Ja. Hii. 3, 6. The 

Lonp bas laid on him the Iniquities of us * 
. t 
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What then? By his Stripes we are bealed. 
The Stripes were all due to us; but they 
were due to us for our Iniquities: ac for 
no other Cauſe. Now / our Iniquitiestheing 
transferred to CHRIS, all the Stripes came 
to be his, and the Healing came to be ours. 
To the ſame Purpoſe the Apoſtle ſays, He 
was: made Sin for us, who tn, ug Sin, that 
we might be made the. Righteouſnth of Go in 
him. As we are made the Righteouſneſs of 
Gop in him, ſo he is made Sin for: us. We 
are made the Righteouſneſs of God in him 
by ibe Impulation of his Righteouſneſs unto 
us; for our Apoſtle is to be believed, that 
Righteouſneſs is by Imputation; Gop im- 
putes Righteouſneſs, ſays he. We have no 
Righteouſneſs: before Gop but by Imputa- 
tation, and when we are made righteous, 
the Righteouſneſs of | Gon, which Gop or- 
dains, approves and accepts, it is the Righ- 
teouſneſs of CHRIS imputed to us. And 
how is he made Sin for us? berauſe our Sin 
is imputed to him. Some will day, He was 
made Sin for us, that is, a Sacrifice for Sin; 
be it ſo; but nothing could be made an ex- 
piatory Sacrifice, but it had firſt the Sin 
on the Goat, confeſſing all their Sins over 
his Head; be their Sins on the Head of the 
Goat, or the expiatory Sacrifice was no- 
thing. _ 
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nr fame Exchange you have again in 
Gat in. 13, 14. He ra; acre Curſe for us. 
The'Curſe'was due to us, and this CHRIS 
was made for us: and to confirm our Faith, 
Gop did inſtitute a viſible Pledge long be- 
forehand, to let us know he was made a 
Curſe for us; he had made it a Sign of the 
Cutſe for one to be hanged on'a Tree, as it 
is written, Cunſed is every one that hangs on 
4 Mes. What then comes to us? by, 
the Bleſſing of faithful Abraham. What is 
that ? cha believed Gop, and it was ac- 
counted to bim for Righteouſneſs, Juſtifica- 
tion and Acceptance with Gop is the Bleſ- 
ſing of faithful Abrabam. Here is the great 
Exchange repreſented to us in Scripture in 
theſe things, that all our Sins are transfer- 
red upon CHRIS by Imputation, and the 
Righteouſneſs of CuRISH transferred to us 
by Imputation. Both theſe are Acts of 
Gov, and not dur Acts. It is Gop who 
imputes our Sin to CRISTHN; He hath made 
him to be Sin for us; andi it is Gop who 
imputes the Righteouſneſs of Cris to 
us; it is Gop that juſtifies: He who made 
Enn ter to be Sin, he alſo makes #5 to be 
Rightebuſneſs. Theſe Acts of Gop we 
ought᷑ to Bo o over With in our Minds: by 
Path, which is that I now call you to. 
| Tux way to apply the Benefits and Ad- 
vantage of this great Commutation to our 


Souls, is in our Minds by Faith 40 ſeal to 
theſe 


F 


( 17 ) 
theſe Acts of Goo. CurisT. in the Goſpel, 
and eſpecially in this Ordinance, is evident- 
ly crucified before our Eyes, Gal. iii. 1. 
Gop hath ſet him forth to be a Propitia- 
tion; fo he is declared in this Ordinance, 
and CHRIST at the ſame time calls us, to 


him, Come unto me : Look unto me all the 
Ends of. the Earth, Come with your Bur- 


dens; come you that are heavy laden with 
the Guilt of Sin. What Gop has done in 
a way of righteous Imputation, that we are 
to do in this Ordinance in a way of. believ- 
ing. We are, by the divine Help, to lay 
our Sins by Faith on Jzsvs CarisT. by 
cloſing with that Act of God which is re 
preſented, to us in the Word, that Gop has 
imputed all our Sins to Jesus CHRIST. Let 
you and I and all of us ſay Amen by Faith, 
ſo be it, O LorxD. Let the Guilt of all 


our Sins be on the Head of JESUS CHRIST; 


and therein admire the Goodneſs, the Grace, 


the Love, the Holineſs, the infinite Wiſdom 
of Gop in this matter. If we were able to 


ſay Amen to this great Truth, we ſhould 
have the Comfort of it in our Souls, to ac- 
quieſce in it, to find Power and Reality in 
it. 1 | 

THEN the other Act of God is the Im- 


putation of the Righteouſneſs of CHRIS to 
us. It is not enough to us, that oft Sins 


are all carried away into a Land not inha- 


bited; we ſtand in need of @ Righteouſneſs 
ER: whereby 
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whereby we may be accepted before Gov. 
He makes us to be the Righteouſpeſs of 
Gop 3 we do not make ourſelves fo, but are 
made 1 by the Imputation of the Righte- 


ouſneſs of CHRIST. 6 
DOun ſecond Act of Faith that Gop may 
Nir us up unto in this Ordinance, is zo re- 
ceive the Atonement. So the Apoſtle ex- 
1 50 it, Rom. v. 11. we receive together 
© with it all the Fruits of the Atonement. 
No if the Loxp will be pleaſed to ſtir 
our Hearts from under their deadneſs, 
to. gather them in from their Wanderings, 
to make us ſenſible of our Concern, to give 
us the acting of Faith in this matter, that 
truly and really the holy Gop has laid all 
our Iniquities upon CHRIST, and tenders 
to us Life, Righteouſneſs, Juſtification and 
Mercy by him, we ſhall then have the Fruit 
of this Adminiſtration. 


e 
Ye 


% 


2 J. 5 5 $ h * « a Tt 12 N WY * 
31 J S« > 140 - by "% - » ef l 
" 4 * « * Fo = = 
Ne Mayen rn l. 
foril 16th, 36g. 
$a 


Tags offer 1 Words with «View 
to prepare our Minds to the Exerciſeof 
Faith and Communion with Gop in this 
Ordinance: And becauſe we ought to be in 
the higheſt Exerciſe of Faith in this Ordi- 

nance, I ſhall take Occaſion from thoſe 
Words which expreſs as high an acting of 

Faith, I think, as any is in the ne orig 
I mean ha Words of the K in 


>G Ai R. 20. 


15 am life with CHRIS TRJ [overt T 
live ; yet not I, but CHR 8 Aveih in me; 
and the Life which T now live in the Fleſh, © 
I hve by the Faith of tbe don of Gor, who 
loved me, and gave bimfeif for me. 
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OUR Inquiry now is, How we may pf 
act Faith? 15 acts two ways, 
1. BY way of Adberence, cleaving to, 

_ truſting and acquieſcing in Gop in Carr, | 
as declaring his Love, Grace ahd-Good-will 
in his Promiſes. This is the Faith where- 
by we live, whereby we are juſtified:; the 

Faith without which this Ordinance will not, 


profit, 
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pfofit, but diſadvantage us for without 
"this Faith we cannot diſcern tlie Lon p's 
Body, we cannot diſcern him as crucified 
for us: This is that we are in an eſpecial 
manner to examine ourſelves about in refe- 
rence to a Participation of this Ordinance, 
for Self- Examination is a Goſpel · Inſtitution 
roper for this Ordinance. And this is the 
Faith whereby we are in CHRIST, without 
N which a Participation of the outward Signs 
and Pledges' of CHRIST will not avail: us. 
So then with Faith thus acting we are to be 
qualified and prepared unto a ADE 
of this Qrdinance,(" + ';:; | 
2. ANOTHER' way by which F aith ovght 
to act in this Ordinance, is that , ſpecial 
| Application. Who loved me and gave himſelf 
for me, this is Faith acting by particular 
Application. I hope the Loxp has given 
us that Faith whereby we may be prepared 
= this. Ordinance : And now I am to en- 
quire and direct you a little in that Faith 
which you may ad in this Ordinance; I ſay, 
it is this Faith of ſpecial. Application to our 
own Souls that Gop now requires we ſhould 
act; and I prove it thus, It is becauſe in 
*this Ordinance there is a Propoſition, Ten- 
der and Communication of CHRIST to every 
one. in particular: In the Promiſe of the 
Goſpel CHRIST is propoſed indefinitely to all 
that believe; and ſo the Faith I mentioned 
before, of Acquieſcence in him, anſwers what 
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is required of us by virtue of the Promiſe 
in the Goſpel; but in this Ordinance by 
Gop's Inſtitution CHRIS is tendered and 
given io me and to thee, to every one in par- 
ticular; for it is by his Inſtitution that the 
Elements in this Ordinance are diſtributed 
to every particular Perſon, to ſhew, that there 
is a Tender and Communication of CHRIS 
to particular Perſons. , Now ſuch a parti- 


cular Communication is to be received by 


this particular Faith, the Faith of Applica» 
tion. to receive him to our own Souls. 


Ax then moreover, one great End of 


the Ordinance is manifeſtly, that it requires 
the acting of Faith in a particular way of 
Application to every one of us; it is for a 
farther Incorporation of Cunker in our 
Souls; it is, for receiving CR ISH as Nou- 
riſhment, as the Bread that came down from 
Heaven, as giving his Body and Blood for 


ſpiritual. Food. Now every one knows, 


that whatever Feaſts, be prepared. in the 
World, unleſs every one in particular takes 
his own Portion, and eats and digeſts. it, it 
will not turn to Nouriſhment unto him. 
This particular Act of Application anſwers 
that eating, drinking and digeſting, which 
the Nature of the Ordinance does require. 
So, Brethren, this, is that I aim at, that it 
is our Duty in this Ordinance to act a par- 
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br al his Benefits, eacl'qne'to) his oun 
1. L IL. 

Top willfay chen, What is the peciu Ob- 

| jill of this ſpecial Faith | ? Truly that which 
the Apoſtle tells us here, It is /ecial Love, 

in the $i firſt place; and it is the ſpecial Deſign 
of the Death of CHRIST, in che next Place. 
Who loved me, and gave himſelf for me. The 
Object you ought to fix upon in the Exer- 
eiſe of this Faith of Application to your 
dyn Souls 1s the ſpecial Love of CHRIST, 
that CHRIST had a ſpecial Love, not only 
to the Church in general; but the Truth is, 
Cunrsr had a ſpecial Love for me in parti- 
cular. It will be a very hard thing for you 
or me to rife up to an Act of Faith, that 
CnxsT hath a Love for us in particular, 
unleſs we can anfwer this Queſtion, Why 

-Fbould CHRIS TH love you or me in particular? 
What Anſwer. can I give hereto; when I 
Know he does not love all h World? I can 
give but this Anſwer to it, Even becauſe be 
ond. I know nothing in me, or in any 
of you, that can deſerve his Love. Was 
chere ever ſuch a thing heard of, that CHRIST 
mould have a particular Love for ſuch as 
we are? Would ever any Perſon go and 
fix his love on a Creature who was all over 
Teprous ? Ts this the manner of Man? 
Truly Cun Is would never have fixed his 
Love upon any of our poor, defiled, leprous 
Souls, but 1 this one Conſideration, 1 

Know 


(183 
know T can oleanſe Sons and I will. He 
loved us. 
| 2 what will herds with ſuch deform- 
Muted Creatures as we are? Why, 
d the Church, and gave bined for it, 
te be might waſh and purify it, and 
it to him @ glorious Church, not having Spot 
or Wrinkle, or any ſuch thing. Though we 
are altogether e and 0 defiled, though 
no Example, no Inſtance can be given in 
things below, or among the Creatures, of 
any fixing Love on fuch as we are; yet 
CHnr1sT has done it out of ſovereign Grace, 
with this Reſolution, that he would cleanſe 
us with his own Ion to make us fir for 
himſelf. 
O THAT Gop would help you and me 
to ſome firm unſhaken Acts of Faith, that 
Jzsvs CHRIST did out of ſovereign Grace 


love us in particular, and that in purſuit of 


this Love he has waſhed us in his Blood, to 
make us lovely and meet for himſelf! This 
is Love to be adored and celebrated in Time 
and to Eternity. 

THrts ſpecial Love of CRHx 18 is not only 
to be conſidered by us in this ſpecial acting 
of Faith, as free and undeſeryed, but it is 
to be conſidered as invincible, that would 
break through all Oppoſitions, or whatever 
ſtood in the way, that nothing ſhould hin- 
der or turn him aſide in his Deſign of do- 


ing Good to our Souls. It is a glorious 


Pitch 
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Pitch. that the Spouſe riſes to in Cant. vii. 
7. Many Waters —_— quench Love, neither 
can the Floods drown- it ; if a Man would 
give all the Subſtance of bis Houſe for Love, 
it would utterly be contemned; ſpeaking of her 
own. Love to CHRIST; nothing could 
quench, nothing could drown it, nothing 
could make a Purchaſe of it from her; but 
her Love was invincible and would carry 
her- through all Difficulties, O how much 
more was the Love of CHRIST? for our 
Love being once fixed on CHRIST, meets 
with no Difficulties of that nature that the 
Love of CarisT met withal when it was 
faxed on us. bat did the Love of CHRIST 
meet with when it was fixed on us? that 
we muſt take along with us, viz. the Curſe 
of the Law was the firſt thing that preſent- 
ed itſelf to him: The Soul that fins ſhall die. 
: Curſed. is every one that continues not in all 
Things written in the Book of the Law to do 
IAbem. That he was to make his Soul an 
Offering for Sin, was preſented to him. We 
are to look on this Love of CHRIST as ſo- 
vereign and free, and with. a Deſign of 
making our Souls lovely; ſo invincible TY 
that it broke up the eternal Obſtacles, that 
nothing could ſtand before it until it had 
- accompliſhed his whole Work and Deſign : 
Who loved me, and gave himſelf for me. 
ISAR on this manner, and of theſe 
ings, to nn. and direct the * 
1 an 
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Goſpel; to inſtruct them in the Exerciſe of 


is to reſpect be Love of Curisr; ſo it is to 
reſpe& more eſpecially the peculiar acting of 
tbe Love of Cur1sT, whereby he gave him- 


ſelf for us; gave himſelf ! how is that? truly 


thus, Brethren ; the LorD help me to be- 
lieve it, that I ſtood before the Judgment- 
Seat of Gop, charged with my original 
Apoſtaſy from him, and with all the Sins 
of my Life multiplied above the Hairs of 
my Head, and being ready to periſh, to 
have the Sentence pronounced againſt me; 
then CHRIST came and ſtood in my place, 
putting the Sinner aſide, and undertaking 
to anſwer this matter; Let the poor Sin- 
ner ſtand aſide a while; come enter into 


4 Reſt, abide here in the Clift of the Rock, 


&« I will undertake thy Cauſe, and plead it 
<« out at Gop's Judgment-Seat.” In this 
Undertaking, Gop ſpared him not: As if 
Gop ſhould ſay, If you will ſtand in the 
place of the Sinner, and undertake his Cauſe, 
then it muſt go with you as with him; [ 
will not ſpare. Lo, I come, ſays CarisT, 
notwithſtanding this, to do thy Will, O Gop; 
whatever thou doſt require to make 

this Cauſe I have eſpouſed, lo, I come to do 


it. 
So 


and moſt unſkilful in the Myſteries of the 


Faith in this Ordinance; and therefore, 1 
fay, that as this ſpecial Faith (which I pro SY. 
ed to you to be our Duty in this Ordinance) 


- 
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So.CurisT loved me and 


for me. 8 
dwell upon our Souls, if the. Lon will be 
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in this Ordinance, wherein 


all theſe things are repreſented 


us to exerciſe Faith on 


pleaſed to help 


CnRIST 
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DISCOURSE XIX. 


Jie 11th, 1676. 


G AL, ii. 20, 


1 am crucified with Cuklsr, nevertheleſs 7 

live; yet not I, but CarIsT livetb in me; 
and the Life which I now live in the Fleſh, 
I live by the Faith of the Son of Gop,'who 
lowed me, and gave himſelf b 16385 


\H E Apoſtle i in this: place is t 

. Pe gour, and indeed the Triummb 
the Life of Faith, Nevertbeleſs I kwe. 
To ſhew the Excellency of that Life, ſays 
he, yet not J, but CarisT lives in me, Ar. 
That which I would to our purpoſe abſerve 


from theſe Words is this, That the Exerciſe 


of Faith on tbe Death of CuRISr ( vubo loued 
me, and gave himſelf for me) is the very Laß 
of Faith. This is that we are now 

to, to the Exerciſe of Faith on ithe Death 
of CurisT;.and I cannot more recommend 
it to you chan by this Obſervation, to ſnhewy 
that the Life of Faith does 9— 
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e peculiar Exerciſe of it upon the Death 


of Cix1sT. + And that, 
I. Bxcavse CHRIST in his Death as the 
Ordinance of Gop for the Salvation of be- 
lieving Sinners, is the proper and peculiar Ob- 
get of Failh, as il juſtifies and ſaves. Now 
when Faith is in its Exerciſe upon its direct 
immediate proper Object, it is like a Per- 
ſon that is * on his proper Food, 
which gives Refreſhment, Spirits and 
Strength; for Faith and its Object are in 
Scripture ſet out as an Appetite and Food ; 
and eſpecially it is ſo repreſented to us in 
this Ordinance, where the ſpiritual Food of 
our Souls is conveyed to our Faith under 
the Symbol and Repreſentation of Food to 
our Bodies, which we eat and drink. There- 
fore, Brethren, our Faith is in its proper 
place, it is about its proper Work, it is di- 
recting the Soul to its ſpecial Food when it 
is exerciſed about the Death of CarrsT, as 
the Ordinance of Gop for the Salvation of 
Sinners. 

2. As the Death of rt is thus the 
immediate and direct Object of our Faith, 


for Gop has ſet him forth as a Propitiation | 
for Sin through Faith in his Blood, which 


is the proper Object of Faith as it juſtifies, 
ſotbeultimate 4 ſupreme Object of our Faith 
is, the Properties of Gop as manifeſted and 
glorified in ibe Death of Chxisr; that you 
arri ſee how Faith has its plain and 
Wor 
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Work in coming to this, who loved me and 
gave himſelf for me. The Properties of - 
Gop are Gop himſelf ;, the Properties of 
Gop as manifeſted and glorified are Goos 
Name; and Gop himſelf and his. Name are 
the ſupreme and ultimate Object of our j 
Faith and Truſt. All the Inquiry then is, | 

what ſpecial Properties of the Nature of | 
Gop, Gop did deſign to manifeſt and glo- | 
rify in the Death of CHRIS, ſo as we ſhould 1 
make them the ſpecial ultimate Object of 
our Faith, that which Faith will Gnd Reſt it 
and Satisfaction in, and wherein it will give | 
Glory to God? For the Reaſon why Gop 4 
has made Faith the alone Inſtrument, and no [Hf 
other Grace, of Juſtification, and ſo of Sal- 1 
vation, it is not becauſe it is ſo fitted and 4 
ſuited to receive in us, as that it is the only 1 
Grace whereby we give Glory to Gop, and | 


can do fo, 2 
Now let us ſee, that we may know how ; | 
to exerciſe: Faith therein, what are thoſe iM 


Properties of the divine Nature which Gop 
deſigns to manifeſt and glorify in the Death 
of CHRIST, that our Faith may ſtand in, 
and be fixed upon them. I find ſeveral 
things that Gop diſtinctly propoſes of his i} 
divine Excellency for our Faith to fix upon 1 
in the Death of CHRIST. | | 
(J.) His Righteouſneſs. Rom. in. 25. 
Whom Gop has ſet forth to be a: Propitiation 
through Faith in his Blood de declare his Righ- 
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teouſneſs. I ſhall not now ſhew how, or 
wherein; but to me, this it is that mani- 
feſts his Righteouſneſs in granting Forgive- 
neſs of Sin in the Death of CHRIS, in that 
he cauſed all our Iniquities to meet upon 
him. Remember, Brethren, we are here 
to give Gop the Glory he deſigned to him- 
ſelf in ſending CHRIST to- die for us; and 
he tells us plainly what it was, and there- 
fore it is expected of us, that we ſhould give 
Glory to him. Let us labour to be in the 
actual Exerciſe of Faith, whereby we may 
2 the Righteouſneſs of Go in this 
(2 (2 G op deſigned: to glorify his Love. 
Ius is more particularly inſiſted on than 
any Property of Gop in this matter. Gop 
fo loved be World as to ſend bis only begotten 
Son. Gop commended bis Love unto: us, that 
when we were Sinners CHRIST died for us. 
Herein is Love, not that we loved Go, but 
that be loved us, and ſen bis Son lo be the | 
Propiliation for our Sins. There is no Pro- 
rty of the Nature of God which he doth | 
ſo eminently deſign to glorify in the Death 7 
of -CHRIsT as his Love, That we may 
know that Gop is Love; that the FarRER 
himſelf loves us, he has ſent-Jesus CHRIST 
out of his eternal Love to ſave Sinners; 
and if we have not due Apprehenſions of 
theſe things, it is not our appearing in this 
Place that will give Glory to Gop: _ 
3D 1 (3.) Gop 
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(3˙0 e e to glorify bis Grace 


or or pardoning M ercy. Eph: i. 6. He has made 
us accepted in the Beloved, to the Praiſe of 
the Gloty of bis Grace. Tkis Gon purpoſ. 
ed, to make his Grace in pardoning Sinners 


_ glorions by giving CHRIST o die ve 


h Gov deſigned to glorify bis Wiſdom, 


Eph. i. 8. He has abounded towards us in all 


Wiſdom and Prudence. Eph. iii. 10. There 


appeared tbe manifold Wiſdom of Gov. 1 Cor. 
i, 24. CuxIs r the Power of Gop, and the 
Wiſdom of God. 

Now let us gather up theſe things. The 
ſpecial ultimate Act of Faith whereby we 
are juſtified, are thoſe divine Properties of 
Gop's Nature which he deſigned to mani- 
feſt in the Death of CHRIST, his'Righte- 


ouſneſs, his Love, his Graee, his Wiſdom: 


Trax Reaſon therefore why the Life of 
Faith does conſiſt in its Exerciſe on the 
Death of CHRIST is, becauſe the Death of 
Cunts is the immediate proper Object of 
Faith, as the Ordinance of Gop for the Sal- 
vation of Sinners; and becauſe the glorious 
Properties of the Nature of Gob, which are 
manifeſted in the Death of CHRIS r, are the 
ultimate Object of our Faith, wherein we 
give Glory to him, and find reſt to our own 
Souls. 

Lr us then be called on and be red 
up to this Exerciſe of Faith upon this pre- 
ſent Occafion. And to that End, 


1. Wr 
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I. Wr might conſider the. deplotalle Con- 
dition of all our Souls without this bleſſed Pro. 


wi/on and Ordinance of Gop for our Deli- 
verance by the Death of CHRIST. We had 
been in a deplorable Condition, the Wrath 
of Gop abiding on us, had not Gon made 
this a bleſſed Way for our Deliverance. 

2. Ir you would be found acting Faith 
in this matter, labour to come up to a firm, 
vigorous Aſſent of your Minds, not only that 
theſe things are true, but that his is the Hay 
wherein GoD will be glorified to Eternity. 


The Truth of it is, that Perſon who is 


firmly ſatisfied, - and heartily pleaſed, that 
this way of the Death of CHRIST for 
the Salvation of Sinners by the Forgive- 
neſs of Sin, is the way whereby Go. is, 


and will be glorified, I ſay, that Perſon 


is a true. Believer. Now. let not your 
Aſſent be only to this thing, that it is true, 
that CHRIS T came into the. World to 
ſave Sinners; but to this, that this is the 
way whereby Gop is, and will be glori- 
fied. He will be glorified in pardoning ſuch 

uilty Creatures as we are, in imputing 
Righteouſneſs to ſuch Sinners as we are. 
He is glorified in laying all our Iniquities 
on CarisT. By this way, his Righteouſ- 


neſs, his Love, Grace and Wiſdom are all 


manifeſted; this is Gop's being glorified. 

If our Souls come up to a free Cloſe with 

theſe things, that all theſe Properties are 
R | 
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manifeſted in this way, that is an Act r 
Faith, and may the Loxp help us unto it. 
3. Lr us gather up our Minds to this In- 
ſtitutian, whereby things are, repreſent- 
ed to us. Here is repreſented the Death of 
CHRIS, the immediate Object of our Faith, 
as Gop's:Ordinance. If the Lon o help us 
to ſee it ſo repreſented to us, as that divine 
Righteouſneſs and Wiſdom, Love and 
Grace do all center therein, and appear 
eminently to our Souls, we ſhall have Com- 
munion with Gop | in this rede 
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7 -QU. > ike lt minded of, and in- 
ſtructed in the Nature and Benefit of 
our Love to Gop ;; and I ſhall take Occa- 
ſion thence a little to mind you of the Love 
of CarisT unto us, the Love in an eſpe- 
cial manner which he ſhewed in dying for 
us, which is that we are here gathered to- 

ether to remember and celebrate, not bare- 
F the Death of CHRIST, but that which is 
the Life of that Death, the Love of CuRISH 
in his Death. And I would ground it on 
that ONT * Apoſtle ſpeaks 1 in 


Ro. v. 356. 


7 he Love of 8 is ed abroad in our Hearts 
bythe HoLy Gnosr, which is given unto us. 


I EIS is that which I know you all 
long tor, and prize above Life; he Lov- 
* ing-kinaneſs of GoD is better than Life. Why 
ſo? For, ſays he, when we were yet without 
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Strength, in due time CHrIsT, died for th 
Ungoadly., | * 

Ax jobs Boy of the Love of Can IST 
as dying. for us ungodly. Creatures, is that 
which Is ſhed abroad in our Hearts by the 
Hol GyosT. Do not let your Minds go 
upon Uncertainties: When the Horr 
GHOST gives you a due Apprehenſion of 
CuRisr's Love in dying for ungodly Sin- 
ners, as we are, then is this Loye ſhed a+ 
broad in our Hearts: The Apoſtle there 
proceeds to ſhew ha great this Love was 
in that '.Car1sT died; He. died, not for 
goed Men, and righteous Men, and for 
Friends, but he died for be Ungodly, for 
Sinners, and for Enemies. This was great 
Love indeed. We are here to remember 
that Love of Carr. where with he gave 
himſelf to Death for us, when we were Ene⸗ 
mies, and would have continued ſo to Eter- 
nity, had he not loved us and given him- 
ſelf for, us, 

'BrETHREN if we. barely. remember the 
Love of CrurIsT'in the way of an Ordi- 
nance and our Hearts be not powerfully af- 
fected with it, we are in danger of being 
diſadvantaged by our Attendance. Pray 
remember it; you know how plainly I uſe 
to ſpeak on theſe Occaſions ; I fay, we have 
frequent Opportunities of remembering the 
Love of CRRIST in dying for ber in this 
Ordinance repreſenting . it; but if our 
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Hearts be not powerfully influenced and 

affectec by it, we ſhall be Loſers by the 
Frequency of Ordinances. 94 | 

'T wiLL add one word more; accordin 

as our Hearts are affected with tbe Love of 
CHRIST, ſo will be our Love to CHRIST, 
and no otherwiſe, And truly, even that 
Faith which diſcovers too much ſelfiſhneſs 
is very dangerous. If we come here to act 
Faith, to look for no other Effect of it, but 
what Evidence and Senſe we have of the 
Pardon of our own Sins, how our Conſci- 
ences may be quieted and cleared, Faith 
ends in Self; it is dangerous, leſt it ſnould 
be only a Branch from, and commenſurate 
with Convictions. True Faith acting itſelf 
on Cnnisr in this Ordinance will work by 
Love unto CaxsT : I would not ſay, Prin- 
cipally, or in the firſt place; I KnẽOMw poor 
Creatures are apt to look after themſelves, 
and their own Relief; but it will ſo work 
alſo: and truly, Brethren, this it will not 
do, we ſhall not have Faith working by 
Love towards him, unleſs we have ſome 
Senſe of the Love of CHRISr on our Hearts. 

How ſhall we know, whether our Hearts 
are- under the powerful Influence of the 
Love of CHRIST in dying for us? Why, 
the Love of CHRr1sz in dying for us has 
three Properties with it, which will have an 
Influence on our Souls, if we are affected 
with it. 


1. IT 


1 


1 1. IT has a iransforming Power, Praper- 


ty, and Efficacy with it. They are plain 
Truths 1 am ſpeaking, but of great Con- 


cern to our Souls, to know whether we are 


affected with the Love of CHR isT or not. 
If we are rightly affected with it, I ſay, it 
will transform and change our whole Souls 
in ſome meaſure into the Likeneſs of CHRIS r. 
How ſo? I will tell you in the moſt fami- 
| liar manner I am able; if you are affected 
with the Love of CHRIST, it lays hold up- 
on, and poſſeſſes your Afettions; the Aﬀec- 
tions being poſſeſſed, ſtir up many Theug bis; 
3 are the very Image of the Soul, 
repr 

And thoſe things concerning which your 


Thoughts do moſt abound, that carries the 


Frame of the Soul. Let a Man profeſs what 


he will, if his Thoughts are generally con- 


verſant about earthly and worldly Things, 
he has an earthly and worldly Mind; and 
if Thoughts are converſant about ſenſual 
Things, he has a ſenſual and carnal Mind; 
for whatever he may outwardly ſay, as be 
thinks ſo is he; there is the Image and Lake- 
nels of the Sl.... 
Now if we are affected with the Love of 
CHR1sT, it will beget in our Souls many 
Thoughts of Cnxisr, in our lying down 
and in our riſing up, in our Beds, in our 


Ways, on our Occaſions, as well as in Or- 


dinances, IF indeed our Heart de Aer, 
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ed with the Love of CR IST, our Thoughts 
of CHRRISTH will abound, and thoſe Thoughts 
will work again on our Affections, and con- 

form our Souls more and more unto the 
Image of Jzsvs CHRIST. That Man who 
thinks much of the Earth, (becauſe affected 
with it, his Soul is like the Earth; and that 
Man who thinks much on the Love of 
Cur IST',-. becauſe he is affected with ned his 
TO is like CurIsT; © OO + 
IF it has not been thus with us, Brethten, 
in our. Preparation for this Ordinance, or at 
any time, that Thoughts of CRI have 
not abounded, verily there has been a Fail- 
ing in us. Let us ſtrive for the future to 
amend it, that we may find the Love of 
MF Cha ist begetting in us many Thoughts of 
3 him, working upon dur Affections, and 
i 9 with a transforming Power change He Frame 
Al of our Souls into his own Likeneſs; 3 / 
1 AcAINy2\' The Lbue of CHRIST, Il we 
"op | are affected with it, has an attractive Power. 
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John Kii. 23. And J, i I be liſted up, will 
draw. all Men umu mr, I cannot ſtay to 
ſhew you the drawing Power and Efficacy 
there is in the Love of CH ISH When dying 
on the Croſs; but this I will fay, it is that 
which converted the World of all that did 
believe: It was the Love of CHRIST, ſet 
forth in his Death as ond crucified for them, 
that drew All Men: unto him. When 1 
G caps a Rs I have accompliſhed, 
20. « manifeſted 


AY 
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« manifeſted and evidenced the unſpeaka⸗ 
« ble Love which I have for the ſinful Sons 


** 


« of Men, in being lifted up for them, I 


- 


will draw them unto me.“ If you have 
a true Senſe, © Brethren, of the Love of 
Carter in dying for you, it will draw your 
Souls unto him. Cant. 1. 4. Drau me, we 


will run after thee. I do not now ſpeak to. 


you about the firſt Drawing of Canis, 
which is as unto believing ; I hope Curisr 


has ſo drawn all our Souls, but the follow- 
ing Efficacy of the Love of Cnr1sT to draw 
Souls that do believe Tcarer unto him. 


Whoever is ſenfible of this attractive Power | 


of the Death of CuRIST, it will have this 
Efficacy upon him, it will have Adherence 


and Delight; it will cauſe him more 7o cleave. 


zo CyrisT. The Soul will cleave to Car s'r 
with Delight that is affected with the attrac-. 
tive drawing Power of his Loving kindneſs 
in his Death. There is a great deal in that 
word, Cleave unto CuRISTH with Love und 
| Deligbr, with the beſt of our Affections and 


deareſt of our Valuations, to cleave to him 


with Truſt, and to him alone. I do but 


remind you of what you know, that you. 


may reduce it into Practice. Pray in this 
Ordinance, labour to have ſuch a Senſe of 
the drawing Power of the Love of CHRIS 
in his Death, that you may reſolve to cleave 
unto Him with full purpoſe of Heart, to 
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cleave unto this CygisT who has thus lov- 
3. WHENEVER we are affected with the 


Love of C RIS, it is accompanied with a 


canſtraining Power, 2 Cor. v. 14. The Love 
of -CHrIST conſtraineib us, and that Con- 
ſtraint is unto Obedience; it conſtrains us to 


judge that we ought to live to him who 
Hed 


d for us. It is a bleſſed thing, Brethren, 
to walk in our Obedience under a Senſe of 


the conſtraining Efficacy of the Love of 


Cnr1sT. Take but this one word to diſ- 


cover to you, whether you walk in your 
Obedience under a Senſe of the conſtraining 


Power of CaR1sT, it comprehends all others, 
1 John v. 3. His Commandments are not 
grievous, When a Soul works out of Love, 
what it doth is not grievous. And the in- 


ward and outward Commands of CnRIST 
will be grievous to all that are not under 


the conſtraining Power and Efficacy of his 


Love. - 


I rays no more to ſay but only to tell 
you, that we ſhould labour to have our 
Hearts affected with the Love of CarisT 
in this Ordinance, I have ſhewed you the 
Danger, if it be otherwiſe ; and given you 
ſome ways to examine your Hearts, whe- 


ther they are fa affected or not. The Loxo 


grant that. where they are, it may be in- 


_ creaſed;; and where they are not, that Gop 


would renew it by his Sr in us. 


pls. 


* 
Fa . F 5 5 * * £ ' 
— X l - 
8 Cf 0 * PF — 
— N — ” p 
J . 


DISCOURSE XXI. 


Offeber 29th, 1676. 


E have had, through the Providence 
of Gop, ſo good 
a Word unto the preſent Occaſion, that there 


is no need, as well as but little time to offer : 


any thing farther unto. you. Yet a few 

Words in compliance with what we have 

heard, may not be altogether unſeaſonable, 
or unuſeful. 

Ovus Buſineſs arid Duty is to ſet forth the 
Sufferings and Death of our Loan Jzsus 
CaR1sT, and therein principally to call to 
mind his Love. What you have heard 
may very well occaſion us to think of that 
Paſſage of the Apoltte vane he MN 
* for tem | 


E v R. ii. 19. 


And to hun the Low: of Curr: which. 
| paſſeth Knowledge. 570 


Hs is a peculiar kind of e 
tlie meaning is, that we may know that ex- 
rn which we cannot know . 

K 8 Len vely ; 


and ſo ſeaſonable 


1 . 
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wat {e292 0 
We ; chat we may know that in its 
"Power and Effects, which we cannot com- 
rehend in its Nature and Depths. A weary 
S may \reeciye R freſbragnt- from a 
Spring who cannot fathom the Depths of 
the Ocean from whence it doth proceed. 
And if we would have out Hearts in this 

Ordinance, and at other times, affected with 
the Love of CHRIST, which is the thing w we 
are to aim at (to know his Love, and to 
experience the Power of it) it is of great 

Advantage to us to conſider, that it is ſuch 
a Love as paſſes Knowledge, that our Faith 
concerning it muſt iſſue in nene not 
Cemprebenſiuuu. 

Ies nau name two or tie things) tat 
may give a little Senſe of this Love as it 
ar] Wong! 100 

1. Taz Love of ChRisr is the' Fountain 
and Spring M all tbe Glory ibut is in Heaven, 
or Hall be there unto: all Eternity. Go bp's 

- tain Glory is eternally the ſame; from 

ederlaſting to ewerlaſting tbou art Go; but 

all the created Glory that is in Heaven, or 

_ that, ever ſhall be there, ſprings out of the 
Love of CHRIST. It is true, the Angels 

were not redeemed by him, but they were 

confirmed by him. They were not reco- 
vered out of a loſt Eſtate by him, but they 
were continued in their firſt Eſtate by him. 

Hence it is that Gop gatbered all things in 

_ 9 unto an head in bim, 


A * 
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| Eph. i. 10: And there is a great deal to 
the ſame purpoſe in that Expreſſion of the 
Apoſtle, when he had mentioned Principa- 
lities and Powers, Col. i. 17. in him all things 
conſiſt, they have their Conſiſtence in him. 
All would diſſolve and fall to nothing, if 
they had not their Conſiſtence in I ESS 
CHRIST. Certainly this is a Love that 
. Knowledge, that is the Fountain and 
Spring of all the Glory that is in Heaven. 
If Gop help us by Faith to look within the 
Vail, and to take a View of all thoſe Glo-. 
ries wherewith the holy Gop is encompaſs - 
ed, we ſhall ſee that this Love is the Foun- 
tain and Spring of them, the Interpoſition 
of Cun1sT faved the Creation, and brought 
in that everlaſting Glory that ſhall dwell in 
Heaven. Gop knows this Love, Gob un- 
derſtands the way of it; but as to us it 
paſſes Knowledge. | 
Ace, 2. This "It af Gains 1098 
the Cymprebenſion and Knowledge of Angels ; 
and therefore Peter tells us, 1 Peter i. 12. 
ſpeaking of the Sufferings of Chun and 
the Glory that followed, which Things, ſays - 
he, tbe Angels defire to bow down and ok | 
into. The Angels in Heaven live in an 
Admiration of the Love of CHRIS unto 
Sinners, that is, that Love he expreſſed in 
ſuffering, and in the Glory that did enſue, 
And O] what Thoughts ought we to have. 
of this Love, who have all the Benefits heed 

it 2 
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it? The Angels had no Benefit by the 
Sufferings of CuRIST, but their Benet and 
e enſued on the Aſſumption of the 
human Nature to bring the Creation into a 
Conſiſtence, and his Interpoſition between 
Go, and all his Creatures. They admire 
and adore it. What ought ſuch poor Crea- 
tures as we are to do? It may well be ſaid 
to paſs our Knowledge, for it paſſes the 
W of all the Angels in Heaven. 
Ir paſſes Knowledge, in that be Ef- 
feat of i it in CyRr1sT himſelf paſs all our Knows 
ledge and Comprehenſion. 
To give but two Inſtances, (1.) His Con- 
deſcenſion to aſſume our human Nature paſſes 
l our Comprehenſion. No Man can fully 
underſtand the Myſtery of the Aſſumption 
of our Nature into - 4x perſonal Subſiſtence 
of the Son of Gov. Some diſpute whether 
we ſhall «nder/tand the Myſtery of the In- 
carnation in Heaven; bere we believe it. It 
is Love which paſſes Knowledge that the 
eternal Sox of Gop ſhould take our Nature 
into perſonal Union with himſelf; it is that 
we may admire and ought to admire z and 
Gop help us, we are ſuch poor earthly Crea- 
tures that we cannot admire it as we ought ; © 
though it be much in our Nature to admire 
what we cannot comprehend. 
(2.) Wx cannot fully underſtand bis Paſ- 
fion and Sufferings. God alone knows what 


is ig * Curſe of the Law; we do not know 
| it. 
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it. Gop alone knows what is the true De- 
ſert of Sin; it cannot be fully underſtood 
by any but himſelf. They who undergo 


it muſt ſuffer to Eternity; there is no End; 


they never ſee, never knew what Sin de- 
| ſerved. How do we know then what 
CHRIST ſuffered, when the Puniſhment due 
to our Sin, when all our Iniquities met up- 
on him, with the Curſe of the Law? Gop 


only knows what is in theſe things; the 


Fruits and Effes of this Love in himſelf, 


in his Incarnation and Paſſion, are paſt our 


Knowledge, therefore tbe Love itſelf ſurpaſ- 
ſes our Knowledge. 

4. Givx me leave to fay, The very Fruits 
_ of it in ourſelves do paſs Knowledge. No 
Man that lives knows what there is in theſe 
three general Heads of the Fruits of CarisT's 
Love, in Juſtiſication and Pardon of Sin, in 
the Renovation and Sanctification of our Na- 
tures, and in the Iubabitation and Conſola- 
tions of the Hol v SpIRIr. No Man liv- 
ing can find out theſe things to Perfection. 
None of us fully underſtands and compre- 


hends what it is to be juſtified in the Sight 


of Gop, to have Sin pardoned, to have our 
Natures renewed, and transformed into the 
Likeneſs of Gop, and to have the HoLy 
Ghost dwell in us. The Love of CHRIS 
therefore all Knowledge, for the very 


Fruits of it in ourſelves are beyond 'what _ 
we can comprehend ; there is a Greatneſs in 


them 
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them we cannot reach unto. Why then, 
- my Brethren, let us labour to have our 
Hearts affected with this Love, If Gop 
would be pleaſed to give unto every one of 
us ſome Senſe and Impreſſion of the Great- 
neſs of this Love of CHRIS r, glance i it into 
our Hearts, beam it upon us in this Ordi- 
nance, we ſhould have cauſe to bleſs him 
all the Days of our Lives. The Faith and 
Light of it iſſue in Admiration ; the Light 
of Glory will bring us to Comprehenſion. 
Let us have ſuch a Senſe as may cauſe us 
ro admire what we cannot now comprehend. 

(1.) I covLD ſpeak ſomething, but Iwill 
not now, to the Actings of Faith in Admi- 
ration; it being the proper Nature of Faith 

to iſſue itſelf in the Admiration of that which 
is infinite, If we can get our Souls up to 
an holy Admiration of this Love, we have 
ſome gracious Senſe of it upon our Hearts, 
if we Can go no fartber. 

0 2.) Let us learn to run up all the Mercies 
we are Partakers of, "whatſoever it be we 
value, /o "the proper Spring, who loved me, 
and gave himſelf for me. If we have any 
relief, or ſtipply, or refreſhment of Soul, in 
a Senſe of Pardon of Sin, in ſpiritual Light 
or Conſolation; pray let us exerciſe ourſelves 
to run up all theſe things to the Fountain: 
It is all from the Love of CuRISr, that un- 
Fedde Love which paſſes D ar 


6 20 5 
(3.) In this let us be aſhamed, ſecing the 
Love of CyrisT to us is ſuch as paſſes our 
Knowledge, our Love to him is ſo weak, 
- that ſometimes cue know not co het her ce have 
any or not. For this let us be greatly hum- 
bled. This is not the way to anſwer that 
Love which paſſes Knowledge, to know not 
whether we love CHRIST again or not. Let 
us be aſhamed for our want of Love. 

Anvp laſtly, Let us abound in Praiſe and 
Thankſgiving for his Love, and all the Fruits - 
OT it 

For my part I do not know, whether 
that Viſion in Revel. v. 9. does expreſs the 
Rejoicing of the Church above, or the Duty 
of the Church below; but both I am ſure 
are of ſo near affinity, that apply it to which 
you will, you do not miſs it. And what 
do they there; ? why, it is ſaid, They ſang 
a new Song, ſaying, Thou art worthy to take 
the Book and io open the Seals of it; for thou 
waſt ſlain and haſt Fedeemed us to Gop by 
thy Blood out of every Kindred, and Tongue, 
and People, and Nation, and baſt made us un- 
to-cur Gop Kings and Prieſts, &c. And it is 
ſaid again, Worthy is the Lamb that was 
lain to receive Power, and Riches, and Wiſ- 
dom, and Strength,. and Honour, and Glory, 
and Bleſſing ; and again he repeats it in ver. 
13. I fay, I know not whether this be a 
Repreſentation of the Rejoicing of the 
Church 


* 
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Church above, or a Repreſentation of the 
Duty of the Church below; but I can con- 
clude from it, that the Enjoyment of the 
one and the Duty of the other, conſiſts great- 
Iy in continual giving Praiſe and Thanks- 
giving to Car1sT for his unſpeakable Love 
in our Redemption. 
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DISCOURSE XXII. 
| Fibruary 18th, 1656. 


E are met here to remember the 
| Death of CHRIST in the way and 
by the means that he himſelf hath appoint- 
ed, and in remembring ibe Death of CyrIST 
we are principally to remember the Love of 
CHRIST who loved us and waſhed us from 
our Sins in his own Blood; and that which 
on our part is required herein is Faith in 
Car1sT who died for us, and Love 10:CuRIST: 
who loved us fo as to give himſelf an Of- 
fering and a Sacrifice to Gop for us. 
1. THaT which I would now obſerve is 
this, (to make way for the ſtirring up of 
our Love) that the. Perſan of Cur18T is ibe 
adequate compleat Object of the Love of Goo, 
and of the whole Creation that bears the Image 
of Gop, I mean, the Church of Gob above, 
the Angels and Saints; and the Church of 
Gop below in Believers, which are the Crea - 
tion that has the Image of Gop upon it. 4 
Tux Perſon of CnRISTH is the firſt com- 
pleat Object of the Love of Gop the FA 
THER. A great part (if I may ſo ſpeak, 
an 


4 ) : : 
and 1 muſt ſo ſpeak) of the eſſential Bleſs- 


edneſs of the 25 TRIxITy conſiſts in 
the mutual Love of the FarHER and the 
'SON, by the Holy 7b which is che 
Ldvo/of/ther-both,” i - 
Tua which ! would: now take notice of, 
I fay, as the Foundation of all 1s this, that 
the divine Nature in the Perſon of the Sox 
is the only full, reſting, compleat Object 
of the Love of Gov! the FarHER. I will 
give you a place or two of' Scripture for it, 
and ſo go on to another Inſtance, Proverbs 
viii. 30. Then, ſaith he, that is, from ever- 
laſting, was I by bim, as ene brought up with 
hum, and I was daily bis Delight, rejoicing 
always befcre him, that is, as the ſpecial Ob- 
ject of his Love; as among you Men, one 
that is brought up with you, as your Child 
is. The Delight of the FATHER from all 
Eternity was in the Son, The ineffable 
Love and mutual Delight of the Far HER 
and the Sow by the Spix Ir, is that which is 
the leaſt Notion we have of the Bleſſedneſs 
of the eternal Gop, Jobn i. 18. The only 
begotten Son'who is in the Boſom of the Fatber. 
Pray obſerve it, that I ſpeak yet only of the 
dime Perſon of CR ISH antecedent unto his 
Incarnation, and the ineffable mutual Love 
of the bleſſed Perſons in the HoLY Trinity, 
which Jzsvs Cnr15T wonderfully ſets out 
in John xvii; -- There is his Relation unto 
Gov, he is the only begotten Son, by eternal 
| Genera- 


Cas Y | 
Generation; what: follows ? eis in the Bo. 
ſom of the Father, is in the Father's eternal 
infinite Love. Herein is Gop's Love; and 
every thing elſe of Love is but a free; Act ; 
of the Will of Gop, a free Emanation from 
this eternal Love between the FarhxR and 
the So. Gop never did any thing wich- 
out himſelf, but the End of it was to mani- 
neſt what is in bim ſelf. The old and new 
Creation that Gop hath wrought was to 
manifeſt what was in himſelf. Gon made 
this Morld to manifeſt his Power and Wiſ- 
dom; Gon; made the:new Morid by Irsus 
CuRISsTH to manifeſt his Grace, his n 
Goodneſs, c. 

Tur ſole Reaſon why hand is ſich |--- 
thing as Love in the World, among the 
Creatures, Angels or Men; that Gop ever 
implanted it in the Nature of rational Crea- 
tures it was, that it might ſhadow and re- 
preſent the ineffable eternal Love that the 
FargER had unto the Son, and the Sox 
unto the FATHER by the SpiRIT., 

\ConÞPEMPLATIVE Men of old did days 
mined Love, wherein they would have the 
Life, Luſtre and Glury of all things to con- 


ſibſt, but they could never ſee the Riſe of it: 


And they traced ſome things to this, that 
Gon neceſſarily loved himſelf; and it is 
true, it cannot othiervwiſe be: but God's lov- 
ing of bimſelf, abſolutely a Gop, is no- 
9 but his eternal bleſſed Acquieſcence — 

t 
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the holy, ſelf-ſufficing Properties of his Na- 
ture. This they had ſome Reach after ; 
bur of this eternal ineffable Love of the Fa- 
THER 10 the SON, and of the Sox to the Fa- 
THER by the Sp1R1T, that they had no Con- 
re of, Yet this is the Fountain and 
Spring-head; and all ſuch things as Love 
in the old and new Creation, as I ſaid, is 
but to reſemble and ſhadow out this great 
Prototype of divine Love. I acknowledge 
there is little diſcerned of theſe things, by 
__ of the Weakneſs of our Underſtand- 

| but the Scripture having ſo directly 
| 3 to us the mutual Love of the Fa- 
THER and the Son, (which truly is of ſuch 
ſingular Uſe, that I would fix Perſons upon 
it in conceiving of the Doctrine of the TAI. 
xi) that it 1s matter of Admiration and 
Thankfulneſs to us. Here lies the Foun- 
dation of all Love, whereunto we hope to 
reduce our Love unto CHRIST, vi. im the 
unchangeable Love of the FarnER to 47 
d Tus n of CnRIST as veſted with 
dur Nature, and undertaking the Work of 
Mediation, is the ſinſt Objelt of 4be FaTHER's 


Love, wherein there is any mixture of any 
Fang without bimſelf. 

az firſt Love of Gop the FarnzR to 
the Sow is that which we call ad intra, where 
the divine Perſons are Objects of one ano- 
the Actings ; che Farne knows the 


Son, 


VV 
Som, and the So knows the FarHER ; 
the FarRER loves the Sox, and the Son 
loves the Far HER; and fo conſequently of 
the Hor v Gnosr, the Medium of all theſe 
Actmgs. 

Bor now, I fay, the firſt Act of the 

Love of Gop the FATHER, wherein there 
is any thing ad extra, or without the divine 
Eſſence, is the Perſon of CHRIST, conſidered 
as inveſted with our Nature. And had not 
the Love of "Gov been fixed in the firſt 
place in all. things upon the Perſon of 
CHhr1srT, there would have been no Redun- 
dancy to us, nor Communication of Love 
unto us. From the firſt eternal Love of 
Gop proceeds all Love that was in the firſt 


Creation; and from, this ſecond Love of 


Gop to the Perſon of Cax1sT, as incarnate, 
proceeds all the Love in the ſecond Crea- 


tion, See how Gop expreſſes it in a Pro- 


ſpect of what he ſhould be, /a. xlii. 1. Be- 


bold my Servant whom 1 uphold, my Elec in 


whom my Soul delighteth. And this is ſin- 
1925 in the whole Scripture, that Gap 
pake the ſame Words twice from Heaven 
immediately, and they were theſe, This is 
my belived Son, in whom I am well pleaſed ; 


at his Baptiſm, Mar. iii. 17. and at his En- 


trance on his Sufferings, Matt, xvii. 5. which 
was the Voice which came from the excel- 
lent Glory. I would obſerve this unto you, 
becauſe I think it is what Gop would have 

| ; us 
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Torah the Son, 4 


| Cc HRIST AS incarnate. 
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us take notice of, the Emphaſis in the 
Words, Bebold my Servant, mine Elecl, ny 
Son, my beloved Son! what of him? In whom 
4 reſt, in aobom I am well-plea, ed and delight- 
ed. All of them emphatical Words. Saith 
God, let the Sens of Men (I ſpeak it from 
Heaven again and again) take notice of this, 
that the infinite Love of my whole Soul is 
fixed on the Perſon of - ESUS, CarisT, as 
N And you, will find the. Lokp 
Jssus Cukisr. pleading this, as the Ground 

t he received, Jabm ili. 35. Te Father 

nd bas given all Things into 
bis Hande, John v. 20. The, Father loveth 
tbe. Son, and ſheweth him all Things that bim- 


Jelf doth, and will Jhew him greater. Works 


22 7 that Truſt rol Faw unto him, and all 


than theſe.” He lays the Foundation of all 


the Truſt that Gon the FarHER committed 
unto him, in the peculiar Love of the Fa- 


THER to him, as the Son 1 incarnate. 


-— 


Tory 1 ſhall not go beyond this Foun- 
dation to manifeſt, to you, that the, Perſon 


of CHRIST. is. the compleat, adequate, Ob- 
Jeck o the Love of the 7 


The 
great Satisfaction of the Soul of Go where- 


I he reſts and delights, conſiſts in Love to 


I wiLL. make but this one 8 Fan 


it; Proportionable to the Renovation of the 
Image and Likeneſs of Gon upon any of 
our Souls, is 08 Love to Jxsus Cnnisr. 


89 


He 
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He that knows Jesvs CurisT moſt is moſt / 

like unto God, for there the Soul of GD 
reſts, there is the Complacenc of G5; 
and if we would be like to Gop, have Pledges 
in ourſelves of the Renovation of this:Image 
upon us, it muſt be in the gracious Exer 
ciſe of our Love to the Perſon of Jzsvs 
CRRIST. And pray let me obſerve it to 
you, the World, that is full of Enmity to 
Gop, doth not exerciſe its Enmity againſt 
Gop immediately under the firſt Notion of 
Gop, but exerciſeth its Enmity againſt Gop 
in CR IST: And if we return to Gop by 
the Renovation of his Image, we do not 
exerciſe our Love to GoD immediately as 


; 
* 


Gop, but our Love to Gop by and in ChRISsrHN; 


that ye through him might believe in Gop. 
Here is a Trial, Brethren, of our Return to 
Gop, and of the Renovation of his Image 
in us, vix. in our Love to IESsuSs CHRIST. 
There Gop and Man do meet, there Gop 
and his Church above and below center. 
The Loxp grant that this Ordinance may 
be the means to ſtir up out Hearts more to 
the a = this Grace! 
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DISCOURSE XXII. 


5 Juh Sth, 1677. 


SHALL ſpeak to them who have a mind 
to be found performing their Duty; but 
it may be, it doth not occur to them what 
Nl particularly required of them. They are 
ſuch as are leaſt acquainted with this Myſ- 
tery that I would have moſt reſpect unto, 
182 nothing of Gop's Proviſion in his Houſe 
may be loſt to his Children for want of un- 
derſtanding aright to come to his Table, 
where he makes this Proviſion. 

I ex ax you, Brethren, exerciſe your 
. Thoughts unto the Inſtilution of this Ordi- 
nance, wherein you exerciſe your Obedience; 
unto the Propoſition of Capisr in this Or- 
dinance, wherein conſiſts the peculiar Act- 
ing of your Faith ; and unto the Exhibition 
of Car1sT in this Ordinance, which is the 
Ground of your Thankfulneſs. 

Wu Ar ſhall I do that I may pleaſe Gop 
now, pleaſe Jesus: CuRISr, and benefit my 
own Soul in the 6 of chis Or- 
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actual Obedience to the Authority of JESUS 


1 Agony and Prayer, CnRIST in his 
L 


(C27 ) 
W HY, 1% Conſider the Taſtilution of it, 
wherein dor bave the Autboriiy of * Irsvs L 
CHRIST put forth, and atting towards our 
Souls.” Do this in remembrance of me, La- 
bour therefore to bring your Hearts into an 


CnmrsT- in what we are about, This the. 
Lok J#$s05<dbth' require at our Hands. 
We do not come here in a cuſtomary man- 
ner to ſatisfy our Convictions, becauſe we 
ought to come; we do not come here meerly 
to make uſe of our Privilege, but our Hearts 
are to bow 10 the Authority Jesus Cn IST, © 
Conſider, T'pray you, the Inftitution of this 
Ordinance, and Eos to bring your Souls 
into actual Obedience to I ESS CHRIST. 
We do it becauſe CHRIST has required it 
of us. If our Hearts are in that Frame, 
that we are here upon the Command of 
Cuxrsr, to do what he has appointed, and 
we can recommend our Conſciences unto 
him, that it is in Obedience to his Com- 
mand that we are heſes then our Obedience 
is in exerciſe. 

2. CoxsipER the Propoſition that i is made 
of Jxsus CHRIST #n this Ordinance to us," 
_ our Faith ly” be in its proper Exer- | 
ciſe. 

Taz Lonp take off our Hearts from the 
Conſideration of the - outward Signs meerly, 
Cnr1sT in his Love, CnRIST in his Blood 


—— —ẽ 


— —U—ü—ä 


Death il 
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Death is. here propoſed. before us. 2 facto 
ferth the Logy's Death. Wha propoſes it? 


He that hath appointed theſe things pro- 
poſes it. And there is the Engagement of 
the Faithfulneſs of Gop and CHRISA in this 
Propoſition and Tender that is made of 
1 Ixsus CnxIsx B and it, is: a peculiar way, 
Wl | | and as I could prove, full of Love, that Gop 

_ [RRM hath found out a way to propound Cur sr 
1 as dying, and crucified, to all our Souls. 

| Therefore ſtir up your Hearts to this. To 
1 every one of you there is hy the Grace and 
gl | | Faithfulneſs off Gap. a Propoſal of Irsus 
8 Custer in his Death, and all the Benefits 
of it,-unto. your Souls. The Whole Queſ- 
nion is, Whether you will ftir up your 
1 Hearts to a new and freſh receiving of Ix- 
8 sus CHRIST Who is thus — and ten- 
3 dered unto you, evidently cruciſied before 
1 pour Eyes, offered to you by the Love and 
1 Faithfulneſs of Gop ? But if we do not 
1 | | _ "endeavour every one of us in the Participa- 
tion of this Ordinance a freſh Acceptance of 


A Jesvs CHRIST, we do what we can to make 
| || Gop a Liar, as though he was not tender- 
1 ed unto us. The eſpecial Exercife of your 
| > ayh in this Ordinance is upon the Love, 
Gr de and Faithfulneſs of Gop, propoſing 
tendering. of CHRIS unto you, the 

| Deathof CHR1ST, and the Benefitsof Cyr isT 
in this way [ he Shes alen 3 ſubmit 
* 3. As 


= 


_ and the E Blog of Cur15T, 


Ws 7 "H 
As your Obedience 18 required with 
10 to deen (we give this Ac- 


count before Gop, Angels and Men, that 
we are here in Obedience to the Command 


of our Logp Jzsvs CHRIST) and as Faith 
is required with reſpect to the Prapoſition 
of Car1sT; whereby he is evidently pro- 
poſed and tendered by Goy unto us. ſo in 


Ibis Ordinance to them that' believe here is an 


Exhibition of CarisT: CHRIST is really 
exhibited and communicated to the Souls of 
Men who exerciſe Faith upon him in this 
Ordinance ;', really exhibited with, all. the 
Benefits of his Death, And want of re- 
ceiving by Faith in particular CHRIST as 
exhibited and communicated i in this Ordi- 


nance is the great Ground of our want of 


profiting by it, and thriving under it ok 


our want of receiving Strength, Joy and 


Life by it ; becauſe we do not exetCiſe our- 


ſelves to the Receiving of, Cunxisr as he if 


exhibited, as Gop doth really give him out, 

he communicate, him to them that do be⸗ 
eve. 

TRAT tere is Fry an Exhibition of 


CHRIST appears, .(1.) By the. ſacramegit 
Relation there is between the outwar Ele. 


ments and the 7. bing fignified. - This is” my 1 


Body, ſays Cunts ; this Bread is ſo; and 
this 15 my Blood. It i is the, Body of Cir ir 
th 


at we ale in- 
vited to the Participation of. If there was 


L 3 no 
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Thing ſignified, that there is a Grant, or a 


communicated we cannot eat it nor drink 1b 


[973 id 


{ 220.) 
no more in this Ordinance exhibited, but 
only the outward Elements, and not by 
virtue of facramental Relation upon Gop's 
Inſtitution, the Body and Blood of Curisr, 
his Lite and Death and Merits exhibited 
unto, us, we. ſhould. come to the Lok Þ's 
Table, ike. Men in a Dream, eating and 
e f and be quite empty when we have 
done, for this Bread and Wine will not ſa- 
tisfy our Souls. 
2. As it is plain from the Sign and the 


real Communication of Jzsus CHRISTH un- 
to the Souls of them that do believe, fo it 
is evident from the Nature of the Exerciſe of 
Faith in this Ordinance ; it is by eating and 
drinking, Can you eat and drink unleſs 
ſomething be really communicated ? .. You 
are called to eat the Fleſh, and drink the 
Blood of the Son of Man; unleſs really 


We may have other Apprehenſions of theſe 
things, but our Faith cannot be exerciſed in 
eating and drinking, which is a Receiving of 
what is really exhibited and, communicated. 
As truly, my Brethren, as we do eat of this 
Bread and. drink of this Cup, which is real- 
- ly communicated to us, ſo every true Be. 
— doth receive 8 RIST, his Body and 
Blood, in all the Benefits of it, that are 


_ tally gp 8 boy e the 01 2 
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this 8 And it Hy 3 means of com- 
municating to Faith. e 

Wx come to receive a ee ae Cur IST, 
come to be made Partakers of the Body and 
Blood of the Lok, to have the LoRD IR- 


sus really united to our Hearts more and 


more. The Loxp open our Hearts to em- 


brace the Tender, receive the Exhibition, 


take in Ixsus CHRIS as Food, that he may 
be incorporated i in our Hearts by Faith, that 
he may dwell in us plentifully, more and 


more; that we may go away, refreſned by 


this heavenly. Food, this glorious! Feaſt of 
fat Things which the Loxy- has made in 
his Mount for his People. The whole of 


out Comfort depends on our particular re- 
ceiving'of Cur 1ST,by Faith, and Ae | 
bin W by believing, ww 
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E are met 8 again by the Pa- 
tience and Kindneſs of Gon for the 
Celebration of this great Ordinance, and 
therein to ſhew forth hg) Death of the Lorp. 
IAR often ſpoken. to you on this Oc- 


caſion concerning the Nature of this Ordi- 


nance, the Expreſſion of * Love of Gop, 
and CnHRIST that is in it, and the eſpecial 
Acts of Faith and pure F are required of 

us in this Ordinance. 


IHA one word now ſomewhat of of ano- 


ther Nature, but yet fuch as I jud 4 not 


unſeaſonable ; and it is to this purpoſe, that 
we, who ſo frequently enjoy the Privilege 


of the Repreſentatron of theDeathof CHRIST 


unto us, ought to be very diligent in en- 
quiring after an Experience of the Power of 


the Death of CnRisr in us. Without this 


our Privilege will not be to our advantage. 
2 | Tur 


622 
Terg Power and Efficacy of the Death of 
Cn r1sT, which we now remember in A 


ane is twofold. 

1. TowarDs God, as: cen 
tion of the Sactifice of Atonement. This 
we have often ſpoke to. 

2. TOWARDS. our dun Souls; towards the 


Church, and that is to be an Example, a a 


Precedent, a Pattern of what ĩs to rng 
in us. In this Senſe the Power of the Death 
of Cukls r is its Efficacy to Conformity 
with CHRIST in b each I is to be cru- 
cified with CuRIST, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 

Gal. ii. ad. Power comes forth from the 
Death of Caxisr, if received by Faith in a 
due unter, to render us conformable to 


him i. Death of Sin in us. The Apo- 
file has ay * and glorioug word concern- 
ing him Cor. iv. 10. Always bearing 


about in the Bray the Dying of the Lord Ixsvs. 


I acknowledge the words are uſually ap- 

plied to the Repreſentation of the Sufferings 
of Car1sT in the Sufferings of the Miniſters 
of the Goſpel, concerning which the Apo- 


ſtle there diſcourſes 3 but the Antitheſis in 4 


the following words, that the Life of Ixsus 
might be manifeſt in our Body, does certainly 
lead to a larger Senfe.” Then, Brethren, we 
may have an Experience of the Power of 


CuRisr in us, when we can ſay, we always 


_ about with us the Dying of the Lozp 
4 Jzsvs, 


( 224 ) 
Ixsus, to carry it in our Meditation, to car- 
ry it in aur Converſation, to carry it in our 
conſtant «univerſal Endeavours for Conformity 
to it; and without this we have not Expe- 
rience of the Power of his Death in us, and 
it will not avail us to have the Nature of 
his Death repreſented to u. 
1. Wx are always to curry about the Dy- 
ine of | Jesvs CnRISsT, in our Thoughts and 
Meditations-. O that our Thoughts were 
much fixed upon it! I verily believe that 
the Life of Faith doth anſwer in proportion 
to our Thoughts about the Dying of Jesvs. 
The Pying of Ixsus compriſeth the Love 
from whence he died, the Death itſelf he 
died, and the End for which he died. Led 
us carry about us always Though; nereof, 
. 05 his ſake who loved us and no died oy 
7 Meditate more on theſe 


22. In our Converſation; lt is not a time 
to reflect upon any, unleſs I did it upon my- 
ſelf. But truly, Brethren, I am afraid we 
do not carry about and manifeſt to all the 
1 Dying of the Lox D Jesvs in our Converſa- 
tion ;; to perform all things, ſo as it may 
appear and be made manifeſt to ourſelves 
and others, that our Hearts are ſet upon 
his dying Love, that we have not ſuch 
quick, ch active, and vigorous Affections 
to the World, and the things of the World, 
© nor that fury of Diligence after them . 
. A them, 


4 


( 225.) 

them; as other Men have, and we have had: 
we cannot do it; the Dying of the Lonp 
Irsus crucifies our Hearts. Theſe are hard 
ny I know; how far from our Prac- 

But if we live not in an Endeavour 
Jr it, in all things to manifeſt that our 
Hearts are full of the Dying of the Lozp 


Jzsvs, we have not Experience of the Power- 


of it in our Souls. Theſe things depend 
on one another. If we dwelt more upon 
this Subject in our Meditations, we ſhould 
manifeſt it, and carry it about and repreſent 
it more in our Converſation. 

3. Carry it about in @ conſtant Endea- 
vour for Conformity; to Ixsus CHr1sT in all 
things in his Death. Did Carasr die, and 
ſhall Sin bye? Was he Frucified in the 
World, and. *all we have quick and lively 
Affections to ? World? O where is the 
Temper and Spirit of that Apoſtle who by 
the Croſs of CuR IST Wal cruciſſed to the 
World, and te Mori aruei fed to him? If 
there be any among us that ſhould be in- 
dulgent to the Life of any one Luſt or Cor- 
ruption, that Soul can have no Experience 
of the Power of the Death of CHRIST in 
himſelf, cannot carry about him the Dying 
of Cux Is r. Endeavour to deſtroy Sin that 
we may be like unto CHRIST. * 

I wiLL not make particular Application 
of theſe things to all the Concerns of our 
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September '20th, 1662. 


IT is a common received Notion among 
Chriſtians, and it is true, that there is 
a peculiar Communion with CHRIST in this 
Ordinance, which we have in no other Or- 
dinance; that there is a peculiar Acting of 
Faith in this Ordinance which is in no other 
Ordinance. This is the Faith of the whole | 
Church of Cum isr, and has been ſo in all 1 
f Ages. This is the greateſt Myſtery of all 
1 the Prafiicals of our Chriſtian Religion, a | 
way of receiving CHR IU by eating and drinks | 
ing, ſomething peculiar that is not in Pray» :- 
er, that i is not in the of the Word, 
vor in any other part of divine Worſhip "BY 
whatſoever ; a peculiar Participation of 
Cunisr, a peculiar acting of Faith wennn 1 
Cunisr. This Participation of Cn s 
not carnal, but ſpiritual, In the 1 
of the Miniſtry of our Lon p Jzsvs Cham, 
when he began to inſtruct them in the Com- 
munication * himſelf, and the Benefit of 


8 * 
* 
— . ]7§%«Ü2,2 , 


6 
his Mediation tg Nrlievers, becauſe i it was 
2 new ching, he expreſſes it by eating his 
Fleſh and drinking his Blood, Jobn vi. 53. 
Unleſs ye eat the Fleſh and drink the Blood of 
the Sen of Man, ye have no Life in you, This 
offended and amazed them. They thought 
he taught them to eat his natural Fleſh and 
Blood. How can ibis Man give us bis Fleſh 

to eat? They thought he inſtructed them 
to be Canibals. Whereupon he gives that 
_ everlaſting Rule for the Guidance of the 
Church, which the Church - forſook, and 
thereby ruined itſelf, faith he, 7 7s the Spirit 
that quictens; the Fleſh profits nothing. The 
Words that I ſpeak, they are Spirit and they 
art Life. It is a ſpiritual Communication, 
faith he, of myſelf unto you; but it is as 
intimate, and gives as real an Incorporation, 


. WF you did eat my Fleſh and drink my 


Bled. 


The Church forſaking this Rule 

of a ſpiritual Interpretation, ruined itſelf, 

and ſet up 4 Monſtir, inſtead of this bleſſed 
myſterious Ordinance, ' 

Wx may enquire therefore How: Faith 
doth peculiarly act itſelf towards CHR 18 
in this Ordinance, whereby we have a diſ- 
tinft Participation of Cx is otherwiſe than 
we have by and in any other Ordinance 


Wb OR . whatſoever. A And 1 would mention four 
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things unto you, which you may make uſe 


1. THAT 


( 229 ) 

1. Tnar Faith hath a peculiar -Reſpett t6 
the ſole Authority of CarIST in ibe An. 
tion of this Ordinance. 

ALL other Ordinances draw upon the 
Light of Nature, and upon tbe Moral Law, 
as Prayer, Preaching the Word, and Sing- 
ing of Pſalms to the Praiſe of Go p; but 
this, that we ſhould receive Ixsus by cat- 
ing of Bread, and drinking of Wine, it has 
no reſpect to the Light of Nature, or the 
Moral Law at all; and we ſhould as ſoon 
chooſe to honour Go D by Sacrifices, and 
eating the Fleſh of them, if it were not for 

the Authority of Jesvs Cur1sT. | Herein 
doth Faith give Honour to CarisT in his 
kingly Office. This is the moſt direct Pro- 
feltion of the Subjection of our Souls and 
Conſciences to the Authority of CarisT, in 
all our Religion. We can give no other 
Reaſon, we can take no Alluſion from 
Things, but meerly this, CHRIST WOO 
have it fo. 

2. FaiTH hath a nenne Reſpect to the 


Love of CHRIST in dying for us, making the 2 = | 


Atonement for us by his Blood, and there- 
in the glorifying of the Wiſdom; Love and 
Grace of Gop the FarTHER. Faith is led 
into ſpecial Communion. with CHRIST as 
dying for us to make the Atonement, and 
therein we give Glory to CHR1ST in bis 
Feen Fe" in a peculiar manner in this 


Ordinance, 
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Us. 


3. Fara: bath reſbel to this ſpecial man- 
en " the Exhibition of CHa sT to the Souls 
of Believers, under the outward Signs and 


Symbols of Bread and Wine by his Inſtitu- 


tion, making ſuch a ſacramental Union be- 


tween the Thing ſignified and the Sign, that 


the Signs remaining to be what thay are in 
themſelves, they are unto us the Thing that 
is ſignified by virtue of the ſacramental 


| Links thes Cnr1sT-chath appointed between 
his Body and Blood, and the Benefits of it; 


and 45h Bread and Wine, though not 


changed at all in themſelves, yet they be- 


come to us by Faith, not what they are in 
themſelves, but what is ſignified by them, 
the Body and Blood of CHRIST. Herein we 


give Glory to CHRIST in Bis propbetiral O 


= It is he who has revealed, taught and 


inſtructed his Church in this Truth which 


depends on the ſacramental Union which 


. Follows. by his Iaſtitution. That is the 


turd - wherein Faith Deer acts it- 
ſelf in this Ordinance. 


4. Tus fourth thing is, be Miſterionſreſs 
which, [4cave to--your Experience, for it is 


_ beyond Expreſſion, he myſterious Reception 
- efiCairzsr in chis peculiar way of Exhibi- 
tien e eee of Cur1sT as 

25 8 ES 3 21 . tendered 


ng the Sacrifice of 
CHRIST, whereby he made Atonement for | 


yy 5 ye a ea - 
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tendered in the Promiſe of the Goſpe l, vi 
here is-@ peculiar" way of his Exkibrioh un- 
der outward" Signs, and a myſterious Re- 
oeption of him in n them really, ſo as to come 
to à real ſubſtantial Incorporation in our 
Souls. This is that which Believers ought 
to labour after an E. xperience of in den 8 

ſelves to find that indeed under theſe fout 
Conſiderations, they ſubmit to the Autho- 
rity of Jesus CuR1sT in a peculiar manner, 
giving him the Glory of his kngly Office 3 
mixing Faith with him as dying and mak- 
ing Atonement by his Blood, ſo giving him 
the Glory and 0 of his prieſtly Office; 
much conſidering the ſacramental Union 
that is by his Inſtitution between the out- 
ward Signs and the Thing ſignified, thus 
glorify ing him in his prophetical Office; and 
raiſing up their Souls to a myſterious Re- 
ception and Incorporation of him, receiy- 
ing him to dwell in them, warming, che- 
riſhing, comforting and ſtrengthening their 

Hearts. 

I nave mentioned theſe things as thoſe 
Which lie im your Practice, and to obviate*./ 
that (if I may mention it) which you maß 
be tried with. There is but one plauſible :. 
Pretence that. our Adveifaties, who deſign to 
. Oppreſs us, have in this Buſineſs : If, ſay 

they, there be not 2 real Preſence and a real 
lubſtantial Tranſmutation of che Elements 


into 
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% 
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FM into che. Subſtance of the Body and Blood 
of CRIT, hew you a way whereby: you 

may have a peculiar Commſunion witlt 
CHz1sT any more than in the Word preach- 
ed. We lay, we have in theſe Ts” Ex- 
perience of a peculiar Communion with CHRIST 
in a way made Fat” to this Ordinance, 
found.in any Ahex: Or- 


a 4 P ; ler 


2 — — 


— — — — — 
— — — — 


* 


= 
me 


35: 74. OE * 


1011 1 
„ * 


LY 


Nigga . 


